A Proposal to Address the Problem of Off-leash
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An off-leash enclosure for dog socialization, training and exercise can provide increased safety and
enjoyment for all park goers.
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The Problem:
There is nowhere on public land where a dog owner may legally exercise or train their dog
off-leash on the Point Roberts Peninsula—so people let their dogs run free on tidelands and
often out of their control in our four County Parks. This leads to complaints by other parkgoers that uncontrolled dogs make them feel unsafe, especially when the owner is not
nearby or attending to their pet. Far-ranging dogs also chase seabirds, waterfowl,
shorebirds, and eagles and may interfere with critical feeding and nesting. Untethered and
unfenced dogs are likewise a hazard to other native wildlife like seals in haul-out and
pupping areas, deer, small mammals, and even to predators like coyotes; and too often
uncontrolled dogs become a threat to others’ pets and to themselves when injured or
lost. Wandering dogs also leave waste that, if not picked up, fouls our pathways and natural
areas.
Park Rangers and the Sheriff’s Officers do their best to inform and advise locals and visitors
that there is a leash law, and why; but it is difficult to correct harmful behavior when there is
nowhere to model good practices. Well-meaning dog owners ask, “But where can I take my
dog for off-leash work?” They want to better socialize and care for their dogs by allowing for
natural off-lead behavior and active play with other well-socialized dogs. Dog owners need
fenced areas for working safely with voice-command training, to provide a “free run” area
and the intense exercise required for active and sporting breeds. Finding room to throw and
fetch, run agility routines, or just play chase with their dogs on a sizable lawn is a problem
here where lot sizes are often very small. It is also difficult for tourists, campers and
overnight guests when trying to comply with the interests of the larger community.
The Requested Solution:
Allow for a small, fenced enclosure at Whatcom County’s Lighthouse Marine Park where dog
owners can be directed for training, socializing, and playing off-leash with their pets. We are
proposing an approximately half-acre area for secure, owner-supervised play activities that
generate well-behaved and healthy dogs and increase exercise and wellbeing for pets and
their people. We are asking Whatcom Parks and Recreation to assist our community because
there are no other suitable public lands available for a fenced dog area.
There are only a few open and accessible areas with road access and drinking water sources
on The Point. The lands around the Point Roberts Community Center are too limited and
are already used for a children’s playground, ball courts, and a small community garden. The
Point Roberts Park District lands surrounding the fire department, medical clinic, and public
school are not well-suited for off-lead dogs. The playing fields are used for children’s athletic
activities, there is an “Enchanted Forest” walk for the young, and other trails for all ages, but
none of these are safe or suitable areas for dogs to run off-leash. There is also no winter
water or restroom facilities.
The Taxpayers Association made queries of The Point Roberts Water District regarding their
fenced lands near water storage facilities and was told this would not be a compatible use of
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the area. There were also conversations with the Point Roberts Marina regarding lands
supposedly set aside for future public use, but the marina is in financial difficulty and seeking
new ownership – they are very disinclined to work with the community at this point. This
leaves us needing the County to either step in to reclaim promised public access and
improvements via the County’s planning and legal expertise or to assist our community in
working on lands that the County already administers.
Thus our request for use of a small and inobtrusive, but open and accessible area at
Lighthouse Marine Park -- the one Point Roberts Park that has parking, drinking water and
year-round restrooms but does not have nesting eagles or other species of special concern
utilizing the inland and upland areas – Lighthouse Marine Park is our single and best option
(Figures 1 & 2).

Figure 1. Lighthouse Marine Park located on the Southwest corner of the Point Roberts Peninsula.
Image above adapted from Whatcom County Parks and Recreation April 2019 map.
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Figure 2. Aerial inset view of the Proposed Fenced Dog Area. Note that while the location is close to
the entryway parking area, it is naturally screened and separated from camping and day-use areas by
hills, mounds and existing vegetation. This layout intends to limit any impact of a fenced off-leash
area on the use and enjoyment of other park-goers.

The ½ acre trapezoidal dog area in Figs 1 and 2 is located close to parking and a drinking
water supply, but distal and visually screened from camping areas, separate from the
children’s playground, and far from the coastal trails and shorebird nesting areas at
Lighthouse Marine Park. No other location provides these dog area necessities while
maintaining a 200 ft setback buffer from the Mean High Tide line and sensitive shoreline
habitat. This proposed location is also remote from high public use areas and the viewshed
of the coastal trail.
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A Dog-Friendly Community with a Mission:
We are a nation with many dog-owners and admirers – over 60 million U.S. households have
at least one pet, and Point Roberts is no exception. Especially with our aging population, in
dogs we find comfort, companionship and a friend to adventure with. Our dogs go
everywhere with us; and for better or worse, they accompany us on daily walks in the park,
go on camping trips with the family, and enjoy a picnic with us on the lawn. The days of
leaving the dog tied up at home or in a fenced suburban yard are largely past. We need to
accommodate the way resident Americans, our Canadian property owners and guests, and
other Whatcom County and more distant travelers visit our parks. This proposal for a fenced
dog area is one way to meet the needs of these dog owners while respecting the rights and
wishes of our other park guests.
Our mission in developing this proposal is to create a fenced-in, off-leash dog area at
Lighthouse Marine Park where well-behaved canine citizens can exercise with their owners
and learn in a clean, safe environment without endangering or annoying people, property, or
wildlife.
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Figure 3. An off-leash dog area where “well-behaved canine citizens can exercise with their
owners…without endangering or annoying people, property, or wildlife.” (Our mission is to
build this.)

Community Benefits
▪

Fenced dog areas prevent off-leash animals from infringing on the enjoyment of
other park users such as joggers, small children, and those who are frail or may be
fearful of dogs.

▪

An enclosed off-leash area makes it easier for the Sheriff’s Department to enforce
leash laws, as dog owners with access to a dog run area will have no reason to allow
their canine companions to run uncontrolled elsewhere.

▪

Dogs provide companionship to many elderly and disabled people, and a safe,
fenced dog area provides an excellent place for these friends to enjoy the outdoors
and socialize with other interested people and pets.

▪

Many residents have demonstrated their desire for an off-leash dog area in one of
our local County Parks. The “fenced dog area” topic has repeatedly been raised at
the Point Robert’s Taxpayers meetings and PRCAC’s open meetings and suggested as
a positive solution to an ongoing free-ranging dog problem.

▪

We believe a fenced dog area will also substantially reduce the use of athletic fields
as areas where people walk their dogs or allow them to run free. This creates a
secondary problem when dog waste is not cleared by the owner or by the facility.

7

Owners typically break leash laws because it is difficult to exercise and play with a
dog while it is leashed. A designated dog area will provide an open area for dogs to
do all the things now being done in the athletic fields such as running, playing fetch,
Frisbee…
▪

A fenced dog area provides a space for residents to meet with local dog trainers and
discuss behavioral issues, teach children safe ways to interact with dogs, and help to
exercise the pets of people with limited activity options.

▪

Dog parks are the most utilized recreational areas because they have multigenerational appeal. The U.S. Humane Society states that thirty-nine percent of U.S.
households own at least one dog; and among dog-owning homes, the average
number of canines is two.

Design Elements and Estimates:
Important design elements include:
▪

Proximity to a separate parking area allows for smooth transfer of dogs into the
fenced area without interfering with other park visitors. It is also important to place
the dog area relatively close to the restrooms so that dogs are only briefly tied and
never left unattended if the owner needs to use the facilities.

▪

Sturdy 5’ high fencing, with as few tight corners and small 90-degree angles as
possible (so that dogs are inclined to “flow” and not be cornered by other dogs)
makes for a good pup play area. Double gates (Figures 4a & 4b) at the entry point(s)
decrease the chance of a dog without a leash taking itself on a walk-about, a well as
allow dogs that are sizing each other up to first meet across a separator fence.
Fencing should include a top post and a bottom post. An often-cited guideline for
fencing and gating is to ensure that a Great Dane can not jump over the top or a
Teacup Poodle slip underneath.
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Figure 4a. Double safety gates control dog access to other dogs and outside areas.

Figure 4b. Double safety gates can be used in combination with wooden fencing.
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▪

We would like to consider fencing like that of another County Park at Point Roberts,
Lily Point. The fencing at Lily Point has wooden top and bottom rails that hold heavy
gauge welded wire mesh, like “hog panels” (Figure 5). These are solid, dog-safe, and
visually appealing while not screening out vistas or the fun of watching dogs interact
and play.

Figure 5. Fencing at a scenic overlook (and falling hazard) at Lily Point Marine Park in Point Roberts.
Dog enclosure fencing need not be as solidly built as this section of fence, but the aesthetic and
weather-resistance here is impressive.

▪

A minimum size for an enclosed dog area is ½ acre (as in this request) divided into a
double-gated entry area that prevents accidental escape and preferably two separate
off-leash pens: a larger one for bigger dogs (over 35 lbs.) and smaller pen for the
miniature, toy and tiny breeds (Figure 6) that may find play with the larger breeds a
bit rough or intimidating.
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Figure 6. An example small acreage layout for a fenced dog area that allows off-leash play.
▪

Along with open areas for games and play, shade is needed for dogs to prevent
overheating with exercise (Figure 7). Pet owners will likewise appreciate a place to
cool off during the summer months. The design will incorporate existing trees and
would add benches with shade structures if lacking. These benches would be placed
away from the entrance gates to avoid clustering of dogs and owners.

Figure 7. Shade is a necessary addition to the fresh air and freedom of outdoor play.
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▪

Specialized water fountains with permanent dog bowls as well as a spigot for a hose
attachment makes for a safe, clean area for watering (Figure 8).

Figure 8. Doggie waterer (a must!) and shaded seating (really nice) complete the dog area.

▪

A doggie poop-bag dispenser and covered garbage can that is regularly maintained
will help keep the grounds sanitary. Run-through tunnels and simple natural
structures like ramps and rises add interest and make for a successful play area
(Figure 9). A bulletin board near the entry is helpful for notices, a review of rules, and
for hooks that keep leashes handy.
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Figure 9. Ramps, tunnels, and natural structures like hills and valleys add interest, exercise,
and enjoyment. The proposed enclosure site has a nice natural mix of little hills and swales.

Rough Cost Estimates:

13

Given that the proposed half-acre fenced area does not require clearing of vegetation or any
“earth work” the costs are largely materials and labor. For an enclosed 150 ft x 150 ft x 5 ft
dog area with double gates to two separate pens, the following estimates apply:
▪

Cost of fencing panels based on $80 per 125 - 8 ft sections of wire panel is
approximately $10,000

▪

Wooden Posts (treated, 4” x 4” x 8 ft installed at 8ft intervals) $20/per for 125 posts is
approximately $2500.

▪

Top and bottom rails at $10 per 8 ft section is approximately $2500

▪

Gates and hardware add another approximately $5000

▪

Labor is expected to run approximately $10,000 depending upon contract award and
degree of “volunteerism” in the community

Figure 10. Cutting to the chase – what’s the cost?
TOTAL FENCED AREA ESTIMATE = $30,000

▪

Additional features such as a water fountain, benches, provision of shade and special
play equipment and signage can easily run another $5000 and local fundraising
ought to be successful for these elements.

▪

Regular maintenance by users and friends of the park will be required to clean up
after pets, rotate and replace gravel or mulch in high traffic areas. Any hard surface
areas will need regular wash downs along with the usual mowing and trimming of
grass and routine refuse disposal provided by park staff. Figures for other dog parks
in Whatcom County will likely provide the best estimate of these ongoing costs.
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Concerns, Objections, Liability Questions:
“We have plenty of beaches. Why not take your dog there?”
▪

Beaches in Washington State are largely privately owned. Dogs can and do get into
trouble, or lost, when allowed to run off-leash. They also chase and harass
shorebirds, waterfowl, herons, and eagles. Dogs running loose on beaches can
interfere with the seal pupping season and doom the young to abandonment.

▪

A dog owner can face stiff fines should their dog harm or kill an endangered species.

▪

Wildlife is unpredictable and can be dangerous to the owners of dogs that are not
fully under control. Coyotes can kill dogs; racoons inflict serious injuries and can
infect pets with troubling diseases. Rodents too can transfer disease. It is wise to
recall that our pet dogs also have varying degrees of skill as predators. Dogs often
do maim or kill wildlife; especially fawns, bunnies and other young animals when
allowed to roam or to “hunt” for scents on their own.

“Aren’t dog parks a place where dogs fight?” “Dogs will bite people because it is where
inexperienced or inattentive dog owners will congregate.”
▪

Research shows the greatest number of dog bites occur in the home or on the
owner’s property. Likewise, canine to human aggression is most often directed at the
owner or another family member.

▪

You are more likely to be bitten by your neighbor’s leashed dog walking down a
sidewalk than by an unfamiliar dog enjoying a dog park. For more information and
statistics, please visit: http://dogbitelaw.com

“A dog area is too much liability.” “People’s needs should come before dogs’.”

▪

Federal laws grant “dangerous condition” immunity from public liability, generally
relieving the public agency of liability, especially for the acts of third parties using the
public property (Citing CFR 830 et al. seq.; Jones v. Czapkay (1960) 182 Cal App.2d
192). Nevertheless, it is wise to limit liability and some city and town parks have
enacted a “permissive use” ordinance such as the following:
“The use of an off-leash area by a dog owner or other person having care,
custody, or control of the animal shall constitute agreement and a waiver of
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liability of the city from any claim, injury, or damage arising from or in
connection with such use. “ (Herein Citing the City of Claremont, Utah
Ordinance 11.02.125(E).)
▪

It is important to recall that all citizens pay taxes and support each other’s interests
even when there is no direct benefit to them individually. For example, all citizens
contribute tax dollars to build and maintain playgrounds that they may never play in.

▪

Dog owners are not just another “special interest group.” Dog people are your family
members, friends, and neighbors whose “best friends” are indeed often their dog.
And yet these people are often not allowed to utilize common recreation areas unless
they leave their canine friends behind.

▪

Dog areas may be insured the same as other recreational areas. The County Park’s
liability perhaps lies more within the structure and design of the park itself and not
the behavior of the owners or the dogs. For instance, if a dog slipped underneath a
fence and escaped an enclosure, then the park may be liable for damages incurred
due to inadequate fencing.

▪

Another liability might be in the case of failure to enforce the rules of the dog
enclosure. Posted rules are advised (such as those listed below.) If the park was
made aware of a dangerous situation caused by a user not following the rules, and
the park did not notify the Sheriff’s office, questions of liability might ensue.
However, a major law firm that routinely deals with dogs, notes, “Generally, there are
immunities that protect government entities from many claims; if the entity believed
that it was doing something beneficial for the community.” (See “Suits Against Local
Governments” http://www.avdogpark.org)

Example of Dog Enclosure Rules:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Users of this facility do so at their own risk. Whatcom County Parks and Recreation is not
responsible for any injury or damage caused by any dog in the off-leash area.
Owners are responsible for the actions of their dogs as well as for any injury, damage to
property, or to other dogs or the public.
Children under 12 years must be accompanied by an adult 18 years or older. Children 5 and
under are not permitted in the off-leash area.
A handler aged 16 or older must be present at all times and is solely responsible for the actions
of their dog(s).
Dogs must be leashed prior to and upon leaving the enclosure. Owners must carry a leash at all
times.
Collars must be worn at all times. No pincher or spiked collars are permitted, as they are
dangerous when playing.
Keep your dogs in sight and never leave dogs in an enclosure unattended.
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•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Pick up waste and dispose of it in the receptacles provided.
No aggressive dogs allowed. Dogs with a known history of, or who exhibit aggressive or
dangerous behavior, are prohibited. Immediately leash your dog and leave the park if aggressive
behavior is observed.
A limit of two (2) dogs per person are allowed at one time. Both dogs must remain in the same
run area with their owner.
Large dogs, 35 pounds and over, are not allowed in the small dog area.
Dogs in heat are not permitted in the park.
Puppies must be at least 4 months old to use the park.
No food of any kind, including dog treats, is allowed within the fenced area.

The Ask:
Please help Point Roberts remain a dog-friendly place to live and a “dog-people”
welcoming destination. We need Whatcom County Parks and Recreation to allow a
small, fenced area for off-leash dogs. This will help us immensely with the problem
of free-running dogs in our parks while enhancing the visitor experience at
Lighthouse Marine Park. We know we can do this project with your consent; and with
your assistance we will have a new community facility of which to be proud. Thank
you for considering this proposal and advising us in how we can turn a dog problem
in our parks into a dog-friendly solution and a real point of pride and opportunity for
our little community.
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The End -- A canine good citizen comes to a sit after a recall command
in an enclosure. “Good dog.”
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Letters from residents of Point Roberts, Washington expressing their
views about a proposed off-leash dog enclosure
Letters in support of the idea of an off-leash area (26 in total as of August 8 2021):

From: Noel <woody1@whidbey.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 3:37 PM
Subject: Off leash Dog area
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

To whom it may concern
I’m writing in support of an off leash dog area at Lighthouse Park. Given that there is no where
in Point Roberts that we can take our dogs off leash and are subject to ticketing from the local
Sheriff Deputy and Lighthouse Park is a multi purpose park, it only makes sense to have an
area within the Park designated as such. Too often dog owners get left behind in being able to
enjoy the park in the same manner as other users. There is enough space, and amenities
available and hopefully Whatcom County Parks will see it’s way to grant permission and
assistance in our request.
Point Roberts residents, old and new would benefit along with the visitors that enjoy our
campgrounds. They also have dogs and more often than not bring them along on their vacation
to The Point.
Dogs need the socialization aspect of running off leash with others, along with the exercise and
playtime. It’s essential to their well being.
Yours truly
Noel Newbolt
1625 Harbor Seal Drive
Point Roberts, WA 98281
From: Janet DeRosa <valentinex2@hotmail.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 4:17 PM
Subject: Dog Park feedback
To: prcac.comment@gmail.com <prcac.comment@gmail.com>
If there are a few residents who feel that they and their dogs would benefit from an enclosed
dog park, fine...as long as having that dog park does not infringe on the rest of us who prefer
things the way they are. I would hate to see Point Roberts losing its country charm and
becoming like every urban area with a million rules to satisfy just a few noisy people who suffer
from intolerance. If an area, Seabright for example, had concerns about dog poop...let them put
up some of those posts with bags and a disposal bin.
Thanks for listening!
From: Janet (DeRosa) Wheeler
From: Janet E Morris <janetemorris@mac.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 2:58 PM
Subject: dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>
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I think it’s a great idea. I am a dog-owner and think the Point desperately needs a designated
place to let our dogs run free. Thanks
From: Jamie & Shawn Dehner <sjdehner@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 9:41 AM
Subject: Comments on dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Hi there!
We'd like to submit a big hearty support for a dog park where local dogs can run unleashed but
walkers can be kept comfortable knowing they are contained. We walk all over town and have
had two seriously scary run ins with large dogs (German shepherds, unfortunately) pinning us
&/or running at us - the outcomes could have been physically bad but they were definitely
mentally bad. We are pretty jumpy with dogs, learning to be more mellow but it takes time.
There have been a lot of other instances where we've had dogs run at us (off leash dogs in
public parks and other spaces) while we've been running or walking. Usually the owner is nearish, but being reassured how lovely the dog is while it's salivating at you and your heart is
pounding is tough to deal with.
We are animal lovers (we don't eat any of them and we love seeing them having fun with
responsible guardians!!) and want to see dogs be a happy part of the community in a way that is
respectful to those who don't want to be charged, jumped on or just scared while trying to enjoy
a walk in the park where it's not actually even legal to run dogs off leash. We also know that part
of happy healthy animals is having free spaces to run, jump, be dogs, and play with other dogs,
which is such a happy thing to see for everyone. Love the optimism and camaraderie of dogs,
but definitely need it to be done responsibly.
I'm not sure most of the time that many dog guardians realize how scary it can be to see an
unknown dog with unknown personality and perhaps large jaws come running at them with
hackles up. It's pretty freaking scary, especially if you've had poor encounters in the past - which
is amazingly common. We've heard a lot of other dog guardians talk about their dogs being
attacked as well, so it's a pretty serious issue that doesn't get taken very seriously.
One of my other great fears is that one of these dogs will pick up on the anxiety of the person
they are running at, misinterpret it, and then bite the person...and then where is
everyone? What a mess.
So, our full and whole hearted support for a wonderful addition to the community, a great
resource for dogs to run and play and socialize, and a chance for their human companions to do
the same!!
Thanks for the chance to add our two cents...
Jamie and Shawn Dehner
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Hello PRCAC and Whatcom County Parks and Recreation:
I think an off-leash dog enclosure within Lighthouse Marine Park would be an excellent
and much needed addition to the Park. There are many visitors to the Park--locals,
day-trippers, and campers who bring their dogs with them. Currently there is no public
land in Point Roberts where dogs and their owners are permitted to play and train off
leash. The advantages of Lighthouse Park are it's large size relative to the modest
space requested for the off-leash enclosure; availability of water and washroom year
round; availability of some shade and varied terrain; and serving the needs especially of
overnight campers at the Park.
In recent years, there has been some tension between Park users with dogs and law
enforcement/Park Rangers. Having a designated enclosed space for off-leash use
should help to eliminate such problems.
Thank you for your consideration.
Mark Robbins
2110 Deer Road, PO Box 141
Point Roberts, WA 98281-0141
mark.robbins@prodigy.net
(360) 945-1357
Cell (702) 280-0255

From: Louise Cassidy <sydney@whidbey.net>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 5:25 PM
Subject: Dog Park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Yes I am in favor of an off leash Dog Park at Lighthouse Marine Park. We so need this in our
community so everyone can feel safe.
Thank you for all your work on this.
Louise Cassidy
483 Marine Drive
Point Roberts, WA

From: Matt Wang <hurstian88@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 7:05 PM
Subject: Off leash dog enclosure
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

I support it.

21

Thanks
Matt Wang

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Dore Trudel’s <weaver@pointroberts.net>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 5:51 PM
Subject: Off leash dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Tim and Doreen Trudel are in favor of an off leash dog park at the Lighthouse Park location
described in your email inquiry.
Regards,
Tim and Doreen Trudel

From: Michele W <schelry@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 9:36 AM
Subject: Fenced in off leash dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Hello,
Thank you considering making an off leash dog park available to Point Roberts dog lovers.
I have two dogs, both love to be off leash but only when in my own yard. It would be life
enriching for them to have another option, where they could go and both be off leash and
socialize and make friends with other dogs and people.
I love dogs, understand why they need to be on leashes, but would prefer a life for them where
they don’t have to be prisoners. An off leash dog park would be the perfect thing to allow these
gracious and loving animals to have some freedom and careless play time.
Pursuit of happiness?
Michele Wallis
Full time resident
US citizen
Dog lover
From: Stephen Falk <sfalkjd@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 7:18 AM
Subject: PRCAC -- Off-Leash Dog Park
To: Chair PRCAC <prcac.comment@gmail.com>
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Dear PRCAC Members:
I strongly support the PRCAC's proposal to create a fenced, off-leash dog enclosure for visitors
and residents of Point Roberts to take their dogs to. We would definitely use it with our Great
Pyrenees. Dog owners who let their animals run off-leash in public spaces, at Lighthouse
Marine Park, Lily Point Park, the Point Roberts Marina, and elsewhere create a public nuisance
when they fail to pick up after their dogs, and a risk to other dogs and people when the "always
well behaving" dogs act aggressively towards on-leash dogs they encounter.
I encourage the County Executive and County Council to support the plan put forth by the
PRCAC for a half-acre, fenced, off-leash dog enclosure at Lighthouse Marine Park. The
proposed dog park near the first parking lot, well away from the children's play area, camping
and shoreline, would provide the minimum space needed, while having access to year-round
bathroom facilities, and keeping clear of sensitive wildlife areas and tidelands.
Please present this plan to County Council at the earliest opportunity -- and thank you for doing
the work that has led to this proposal.
All the best,
Stephen Falk
Point Roberts, WA, USA
sfalkjd@gmail.com
From: Sonya Liu <sonyaeliu@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 2:57 PM
Subject: Dog Park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Writing to express my support of the creation of a contained off leash dog park at Lighthouse
Park permitting the dog park is of modest size and does not take away from the breathtaking
views. The park should be tucked away utilizing the rolling mound topography, which would
make for good K9 exercising. The area should be accessible from the side parking lot spaces
so dog owners are not mixing with the folks out for quieting waking and viewing along the
shoreline .
I can not think of a better location that is on public land in Point Roberts.
My opinion is based on 13 years residing in PR and the off leash dog issues has been an
ongoing issue for both pet owners and non pet owners.
Thank you,
Sonya Liu
631 Pauls Road.
PR.
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From: Sharon Reich <sharonsocial54@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 4:13 PM
Subject: Dog Park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Very in favor of an off leash dog park. Leash bylaw is in place but often ignored!
Sharon Reich
rom: Carole MacRury <macrury@whidbey.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 1:08 PM
Subject: Dog Park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

I am all for a dog park. I have no animals now, but hate to see unleashed dogs scaring fawns
away from their Mothers, or inciting the coyotes if left to walk freely on the golf course, as I see
them do! They run down does if they get the opportunity.
Leash law should also be in effect, if the dog park becomes a reality. Most dog owners are
considerate, but having a dog park, might make those who break the rules, at least have a place
to throw dog toys to exercise their pets rather them have them run free. I’ve been drenched by
doggy love lots of times at the beach when doggy swimmers come out and make a bee line for
me instead of their owners. LOL
But, heck…I guess the dogs need a swim too. Just wish their owners could be faster at
leashing them up.
So yes, solid leash laws and a doggy park works for me. And there is a lot of space at
lighthouse park. I’d prefer it over Baker Field, where I always find poop! Lighthouse park is out
in the open as so many dog parks are…with lots of watchers. Owner are more likely to pick up
after their dogs in a summer park where people can see who exercises their dogs and leaves
without poop clean-up.
Best with it!
Dog lover,
Carole MacRury
From: Janet Drew <janet.drew@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 12:49 PM
Subject: Off-leash Dog Park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

This is an absolute no-brainer - YES to an off-leash area. Even though we have 4 acres to
roam at Drewhenge, we would welcome such a park as another opportunity for our granddog to
socialize when he is at our place.
And PLEASE do not section off an area for little dogs only. That is what socialization is all
about.
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Jay and Janet Drew
From: Kathy Risher <krisher42@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 12:34 PM
Subject: Dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

I just want to say I support a dog park and I would like to see benches, a supply of poop bags
and sign for people to watch there dogs and pick up after them!

From: Pamala Sheppard <auntiepamsheppard@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 11:25 AM
Subject: Dog Park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Every community has one, and we should to! It's good for the dogs to socialize and many
friends have been made at dog parks. And it keeps owners from letting dogs run unleashed in
our parks. A big YES from Auntie Pam!
Pamala Sheppard
From: Louise Crowe <LouiseCrowe@shaw.ca>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 6:20 PM
Subject: RE: Reminder: PRCAC seeks your Thoughts on a Dog Park by today.
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Re: Off-leash Dog Park,
Exercise is important to our dogs as it is to we humans. Most dogs cannot get enough exercise just by
being on the end of a leash.
Like we humans it is important to be able to get the heart rate up by having a good run and also to
learn to socialize. Dogs need to learn social skills just like we do, none of us is born with these skills.
An off-leash park is a great place for dogs to first learn to interact with one another then learn to play
well with others.
An off-leash park is a wonderful place for dogs to have a little freedom.
Of course the dog’s humans also need to understand the use of dog parks and how it may, or may not
work for their dog’s personality or level of exposure to other dogs. Like with children there can be
squabbles.
Also important, no matter if your dog is in a dog park, on a sidewalk or on the beach, owner’s must pick
up after them. Nothing makes a dog less welcome anywhere than an owner who does not pick up! This
is not the dog’s fault.
An off leash park would be a wonderful addition to Point Roberts and I believe that people would also
enjoy a visit while their dogs play and socialize!
Stay well,
Louise Crowe
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Hoping to get back to the Point soon!

From: Shannon Tomsen <shannon@whidbey.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 12:39 PM
Subject: Dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

I support your efforts to create a fenced, off leash dog area at Lighthouse Park. A good dog
is a tired dog. Not everyone has space on their property for their dog to play and not
everyone has the time to walk their dog until the dog tires out. Since our dog passed away
several years ago, my main goal in creating this space would be to cut down on off leash
dogs at Lily Point and on the beaches.
Shannon Tomsen

From: Krispian <krispian@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 2:40 PM
Subject: Dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

I support the idea of a separate, off leash dog park giving tourists and residents a safe place to
exercise their dogs and meet like-minded people living in this area, while keeping dogs away
from children and the beach.
From: jessica@pointbob.net <jessica@pointbob.net>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 5:23 PM
Subject: YES to a dog park.
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Dogs deserve a great place to run and be social. Luckily when I had a dog, free running around
the Point was not an issue.
I have a big YES vote for a dog park!!!
Just an fyi, when I clicked the link, it didn’t work, it goes to prcac.comments@gmail, with an s on
comment.
Jessica McVey
From: S Aiumu <saiumu@ymail.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 6:22 PM
Subject: Dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>
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I think a dog park is a great idea. But, it needs to have some grass for the dogs. I spent a couple
months up in Kelowna at their dog parks, and they kind of suck since they’re just bark chips. No
shade hardly, and no shelter. One of them did have a water spigot and a bowl.
The whole thing doesn’t need to be grass but just a nice area for the dogs to lay on.
The dog and I both got splinters from the bark chips, I guess that’s what I get for wearing
sandals.
Thanks for your efforts!
Shawn Aiumu
From: Maureen Buckley <mbuckley50@mac.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 2:41 PM
Subject: Yes to the dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Hi PRCAC,
Some of my happiest days in Point Roberts were when we were allowed to take our dogs to
Baker Field. Not only was it great for the dogs, but the socialization was so important for the
rest of us. Oh the laughs we had.
Please consider chairs or benches so that we can sit. Otherwise we can bring our own.
Thank you for this opportunity.
Warm regards,
Maureen

Maureen Buckley, LMHC
Point Roberts Counseling
www.pointrobertscounseling.com
360-945-0420
67 Bayview Drive
Point Roberts, WA 98281

From: Erica Conlan <econlan@msn.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 2:10 PM
Subject: A Homeowner’s Experience
To: prcac.comment@gmail.com <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

Greetings!
I love the idea of an off leash area. I do not have a dog, but I own a waterfront home and
regularly observe the many visitors walking up from Lighthouse Park and letting their dogs run
off leash on the beach. I might add, I have NEVER observed anyone carrying a poo bag or
picking up after their dog.
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But more specifically, I have experienced a terrifying encounter with an aggressive off-leash
Belgium Shepard. She was a regular-visitor (before COVID), and aggressively charged me
without provocation on the beach in front of my home. The owner was yards away and not in
command of the situation. I was forced to respond to a guard-breed dog, in full-on attack mode.
Had I panicked and run, it would have been a seriously bad outcome. Had it been a child, I
shutter to think. That same dog has been aggressive with other people and pets too. On one
occasion, my neighbor had to pick up her small dog and run out into the water to escape the
dog’s attack. Yet day after day, that dog continued to be off-leash.
And that dog is not the only one. There have been other aggressive off leash issues with other
visiting dogs.
Dogs do not recognize property boundaries and far too many owners are incompetent handlers.
If there was an off-leash park, there would at least be no excuses. It’s very existence, would be
a strong message regarding expectations. And it would also give home owners and human
beach users the ability to offer a sanctioned option to bad acting offenders.
Sincerely,
Erica Conlan
407 West Bluff Rd
From: Ena Weldon <enaalexandra@outlook.com>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 2:54 PM
Subject: Dog Park!
To: prcac.comment@gmail.com <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

I feel that there are a few irresponsible Dog Owners, who do not pick up after their Pets and
allow their Pets free reign.
It is not the Majority, and I feel there is a minority complaining and would like to take the Country
out of Point Roberts.
We are an animal loving neighbourhood who have chosen to either live or cottage at The
Point.....!
I have had a cottage at The Point for over 25 years, and have not been assaulted by any Dogs
and have picked up my share of Dog Poop, Very little may I add.....! I THINK THERE IS AN
ELIMENT OF PRIMA DONNA AT THE POINT.
Regards,
Ena Alexandra
From: kandace harper <kd14@whidbey.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 10:49 AM
Subject: Off Leash Dog Park
To: prcac.comment@gmail.com <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

This letter is in support of an off-leash dog park in Point Roberts. We do not
have a dog but many people here in Point Roberts do. It is essential and
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important for dogs and their owners to have a place that their dogs can run / get
exercise and not have to go to a park over the border. Also, there has been
concern lately about the coyotes following dog walkers. So, a park would provide
safety for dogs and owners and would also be helpful for owners who are unable
to walk their dogs any distance. It would provide social time for dogs.......and
owners:)
Most Sincerely,
Kandy Harper
Point Roberts

From: Mary Edgley <medgleym@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 10:23 AM
Subject: dog park
To: <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

I am strongly in support of a fenced off-leash dog park in Point Roberts. We
are a community of many dogs, especially when our Canadian visitors
return. An off leash area would be an asset to the community. Dogs cannot
be adequately exercised on leash and they need to interact and socialize
with other dogs.
During the brief period when Baker Field was designated off leash, that
park got far more use than I had ever seen. I have no doubt that an offleash area would be put to great use.
The area must, however, be at least half an acre to be usable and safe for
multiple dogs.
Please help us address this important community need.
Mary Edgley
Letters in opposition to the idea of an off-leash area (2 in total as of August 8, 2021):

From: Condo Owner <PCB2328@hotmail.com>
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 11:24 AM
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Subject: Off leash dogs
To: prcac.comment@gmail.com <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

No off leash dogs in Point Roberts.
I’ve been bite at Light house and I did see a young girl around 5 get her face ripped open and
now scared for life and the dog owners ran. Would you want to camp, eat or play with your
family with the smell of poop.
What we need is a dog catcher
To protect our family’s
From: Mary Kingston <MaryK@cle.bc.ca>
Date: Sat, Aug 7, 2021 at 6:39 PM
Subject: Off Leash Dog Park in Point Roberts
To: prcac.comment@gmail.com <prcac.comment@gmail.com>

As per your request for letters regarding a proposed off leash dog park. As a full-time Point
Roberts resident, dog owner and lover, I think it would be great to have an off leash park in
Point Roberts, however, I am not supportive of said park being at Lighthouse Park.
Having experienced my dog being attacked by a “friendly” off leash dog in the past, I would be
very hesitant to continue enjoying my daily walks with my on leash dog at LHP if we were at risk
of having an encounter with yet another dog out of its owners control. I assume the proposal
would be for a fully fenced area but I don’t trust that all off leash dogs would remain in the
enclosure.
Since Lighthouse Park is a public space enjoyed by so many folks with or without dogs, often
families with small children, I would suggest finding another location that isn’t such a high traffic
and coveted spot to relax and enjoy the ocean along with a tranquil stroll.
Thank you,
Mary Kingston
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