Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force
Crisis Stabilization Facility Committee
9:30 - 11:00 a.m., September 16, 2021, Remote-only virtual meeting
If you require special assistance to participate, please contact the County Council Office at least 96 hours in advance.

Link to join Zoom Webinar
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89913443686?pwd=ZVZ5bWg4MXEvU0tQZEtqU0xYQUsvdz09
Attendees will join the Zoom Webinar without audio or video controls. Webinar Host will invite attendees to speak
at the appropriate time during the meeting
• Call in phone number: (253) 215-8782
• Webinar ID: 899 1344 3686
• Password: 17783

AGENDA
Land Acknowledgement Statement: Before we begin, we acknowledge that we are gathered on the traditional and
unceded territory of the Lummi, Nooksack, Samish and Semiahmoo People who have cared for and tended this
land since time immemorial. Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building mutual respect and connection
across all barriers of heritage and difference. We begin this effort to acknowledge what has been buried by
honoring the truth. We pay respect to their elders past and present. Please take a moment to consider the many
legacies of violence, displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together here today. And please join us
in uncovering such truths at any and all public events.
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• Action: Identify local agencies and groups who may be interested in receiving information
on the work of the IPRTF
• Action: Identify 2-5 targeted public relations and communication key messages regarding
past, current, or future Task Force initiatives

8.

Other Business

9.

Public Comment
1. If you would like to speak, virtually “raise your hand.”
a. Online: select the Raise Hand icon
b. Phone: Press *9
2. When called upon to speak, unmute your microphone. Inform the Webinar Host if you would like to
enable your video during your comments.
3. Please state your full name for the record.
4. Staff will disable your microphone when you are done speaking.

10. Adjourn
Meeting summary of the previous meeting is included at the end of the packet for information only. Committee members
may suggest changes and/or corrections to the draft summary to jnixon@co.whatcom.wa.us. Audio recordings are the
official meeting record and can be found on the IPRTF and committee website.

Upcoming Meetings
Visit the Task Force website meeting calendar for the most up-to-date meeting schedule
At this time, all meetings are held via remote-only Zoom Webinar
IPR TASK FORCE

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
COMMITTEE

LEGAL & JUSTICE
SYSTEMS COMMITTEE

CRISIS STABILIZATION
FACILITY COMMITTEE

INDEX
COMMITTEE

STEERING
COMMITTEE

Monthly on
various Mondays
9-11 AM

Monthly, 3rd Tuesday
9:00-10:30 AM

Monthly, 2nd Tuesday
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

Bi-monthly, 3rd Thursday
9:30-11:00 AM

Bi-monthly, 1st
Thursday
1:30-3:00 PM

Various Thursdays
11:00 AM-12:30 PM

September 20
October 18
November 15
December 13

October 19
November 16
December 14 (Joint)

October 12
November 9
December 14 (Joint)

November 18

(None)

October 7
November 4
December 2

Communications Outreach to Community Groups
Agencies and contacts who may be interested in receiving information on the work of the IPRTF

Suggestions from Crisis Stabilization Facility Committee

Suggestions from Legal & Justice Systems Committee
None

Suggestions from Behavioral Health Committee
Riveter’s Collection
Democrats
Republicans
Community Foundation (nonprofit newsletter)
Racial Equity Commission
School districts, including small school districts?
Western Washington University:
• Darren Rasmussion? (campus security chief)
• VP Donna Gibbs
• Chris Risselli, community outreach
Opportunity Council
BIAWC
Hospital
Bigger employers in the community
Homeless Groups:
• Road to Home
• Serenity Outreach Services
• HomesNow!
Lummi Nation
Nooksack Tribe
Behavioral Health service providers, including:
• Compass Health
• SeaMar
• UnityCare NW
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Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force
Crisis Stabilization Facility Subcommittee
Meeting Summary for July 15, 2021
Note: Agenda item links to YouTube video are functional at the time this meeting summary was created, however YouTube
links may change. Links will not be updated. Please refer to time notation on each agenda item.

1.

Call to Order

Committee Chair Anne Deacon called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. The meeting was held
remote-only via Zoom Webinar.
Members Present: Doug Chadwick, Anne Deacon, Todd Donovan, Jack Hovenier, Michael
McAuley
Members Absent:
2.

Mike Hilley and Tyler Schroeder

Impacts of HB 1310 on Crisis Stabilization Center (CSC) operations (00:01:38)
Deacon reported on:
• The current law allows a peace officer to put someone in the CSC on a 12-hour hold in
lieu of arrest
• Due to the legislation, law enforcement officers won’t have the authority to provide
Transportation to the CSC to someone who may not be engaged in a crime

Chadwick reported on how the Sheriff’s Office has been talking about legislation and if law
enforcement is allowed to transport someone to the CSC:
• Changes go into effect July 25, 2021
• The Sheriff’s Office is reviewing and discussing the bill internally, with the Prosecutor’s
Office, and with law enforcement in other jurisdictions
• Model policy and guidance from the Attorney General is not due until July 2022, so they
are required to comply without guidance
• Law enforcement can use force with probable cause for arrest to take someone into
custody or if there is an immediate threat
• Law enforcement can offer transportation on a voluntary status
• Often people in a mental health crisis who would be dropped off involuntarily don’t want
to go to the CSC.
• Designated crisis responders (DCRs) have issued a pickup order to law enforcement,
but the order may be 24 hours old, so law enforcement can’t say there is an immediate
danger
• They are working through those conflicts in the legislation
• This also impacts situations that effect juveniles
• They will need more guidance from the Attorney General’s office and potentially a
legislative fix for involuntary placement.
Committee members discussed placing someone in lieu of arrest; whether it’s a use of force to
transport to CSC instead of jail; issuing a referral instead of transporting to the CSC; how often the CSC
1
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Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task Force
Crisis Stabilization Facility Subcommittee
Meeting Summary for July 15, 2021
has been used in lieu of jail; police using the CSC for drop-off, and; programs such as the Law
Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) and Mobile Crisis Outreach Team (MCOT) put Whatcom
County in a better position than other counties to handle these cases.
3.

Naming the facility: an alternative to Crisis Stabilization Center (CSC) (00:13:45)

Deacon reported that Executive Sidhu as asked for ideas to rename the facility, possibly naming
after a past personality or local individual.
The Committee members discussed possible ways to simplify and rename the facility, and
asking the Task Force membership to consider the request and suggest ideas.
4.

Old triage space utilization (00:19:05)

Deacon reported that there is discussion on how to use the old triage facility space. The MCOT
and DCRs are using it now, but they’ll be moving. Executive may be interested in using it for similar
services.
The committee discussed using the space for a similar crisis stabilization center for youth,
including funding; future decisions about a new or renovated jail space, which may create a need for
the old triage space, and; short-term vs. long-term uses for the space.
5.

Other Business
(00:16:54) Deacon reported on the mural project, including fundraising to pay the artists.

(00:32:46) Deacon reported on the current use of the new facility. The mental health unit is still
certified as a voluntary service.
The committee discussed challenges with evaluating data on CSC use due to the Covid
pandemic and other issues.
6.

Public Comment
There were no public comments

7.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m.
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