AM I IN A FLOOD ZONE?
The locations of flood zones are mapped by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Many properties
in Whatcom County are located within these zones. Flood
zones are found anywhere that water has the potential to
rise due to extreme weather. If you are planning to build a
home, it is important to understand how these zones could
affect you.

Land near these areas may be in flood zones:

Coastal
BEACHes
Lakes &
WETLANDS
Rivers, STREAMS
& DITCHES

Do you need help figuring
out if a property is in a
flood zone?
For flood mapping of your property start at the
FEMA map service center:
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
and contact us with additional questions.

Call
360.778.6305
EMAIL
jbuehler@co.whatcom.wa.us
The earlier on in the process you
contact us, the more likely you will
save time and money on the
application process.
We’re here to help!

Devastating damage from debris carried by waves in a coastal storm on
Sandy Point in 2000.

Building in a
Flood Zone
Whatcom County has many areas
where there is a high risk of flooding.
Learn about the risks and how
to develop your property to reduce the
potential for flood damages.

The Application Process

Professional CONSULTANTS

Flood Insurance

To meet the requirements for building in a flood zone you
will need to apply for multiple permits. The habitat permits
you need will vary depending on your proposed project and
the location of your property. The required permits fall into
the two categories below and need to be completed in
order.

The process of building a home in a flood zone requires the
use of professional consultants to collect the information
needed for permit review. This may require hiring
professional consultants.

Did you know that homeowner insurance rarely covers
flood damage? The National Flood Insurance Program, run
by FEMA, provides affordable flood insurance to citizens of
communities that adopt approved flood management
regulations.

1 Habitat permits
Land located in a flood zone is typically also an
environmentally protected area, like a wetland.
These protected areas require special permitting
that must be completed before you submit your
building permit application. The process usually
starts with an application for a Shorelines Permit or
Critical Areas Permit for your proposed project.

To save money, complete your habitat
permits before you get too far along in your
building design, so your designer does not
have to revise the building plans to address
habitat permit requirements.

2 Building permit
The building permit review focuses on the proposed
structure that will be constructed. In addition to
standard building requirements, specialists will
make sure specific requirements to reduce flood risk
are met such as foundation stability, elevated floors
and machinery, flood vents, and the use of water
resistant materials.

Flood Maps
Flood Maps show the risk of
flooding in an area. You can
request a flood map for a property
you own or are considering
purchasing from Whatcom County
River and Flood at no cost to you.
Do your research before you buy.

Surveying
A topographic survey is typically
required to build in a flood zone.
This survey will tell us how deep
flood water could get on your
building site. This information is
needed to design a home that can
survive flooding.

Engineering
Hiring an engineer is strongly
advised. The engineer will work
with us to ensure that all building
requirements are met prior to
submitting the final design.

Flood insurance is often required if you have a mortgage or
have received disaster assistance.

Reduced Rates
Whatcom County participates in the
Community Rating System (CRS)
program managed by FEMA. Our
participation in flood reduction activities
allows residents in unincorporated areas
to get flood insurance at a 20% reduced
rate.
Whatcom Flood Reduction Activities:
*Public Outreach and Education
*Land Use Zoning for Floodplains
*Stormwater Management
*Drainage System Maintenance
*Early Flood Warning and Flood Hazard Reduction Projects

Want more info on Flood insurance?

visit: www.floodsmart.gov

Habitat Assessment
New development in environmentally sensitive areas, like flood
plains, require biological review to
assess the impact the development may have on the habitat and
wildlife.

Residents rescue their dog from their flooded house in Marietta.

