From: Council

To: Mark Personius; Matt Aamot; Becky Boxx; Ashley Ubil

Subject: FW: Testimony from BNSF opposing proposed moratorium renewal
Date: Tuesday, June 02, 2020 11:41:37 AM

Attachments: Letter -- Whatcom Moratorium -- 6.2.20 (Final).pdf

From: Hellman, Johan <Johan.Hellman@BNSF.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2020 11:11 AM

To: Council <Council@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Rud Browne <RBrowne@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Todd
Donovan <TDonovan@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Tyler Byrd <TByrd@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Kathy Kershner
<KKershne@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Ben Elenbaas <BElenbaa@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Barry Buchanan
<BBuchana@co.whatcom.wa.us>; Carol Frazey <CFrazey@co.whatcom.wa.us>

Subject: Testimony from BNSF opposing proposed moratorium renewal

All:

Please see the attached comments from the BNSF Railway urging your opposition to the proposed
extension of the Cherry Point Moratorium, scheduled for consideration at the Whatcom County
Council meeting tonight (6/2) at 6 p.m.

We urge your opposition to this measure.

Sincerely,

Johan

Johan Hellman | Executive Director of Public Affairs | BNSF Railway
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Johan Hellman BNSF Railway Company

A — Executive Director of Public Affairs 2454 Occidental Ave. South, Bldg. 1A
RA/ILWAY Seattle, WA 98134

June 2, 2020

Whatcom County Council
311 Grand Avenue, Suite 105
Bellingham, WA 98225

Re: Proposed Moratorium on Investment at Cherry Point

Dear Councilmembers:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed ninth renewal of the existing Cherry Point
Moratorium, which expires June 3™. As a transportation provider supporting multiple sectors
throughout Washington’s trade economy, BNSF has significant concerns about the proposed ninth
iteration of this rolling moratorium. We strongly urge your rejection of this measure for the following
reasons.

First, at this critical time, as the local economy struggles towards recovery, it is essential that
government and industry work together to support working families. The proposed moratorium
introduces unnecessary economic uncertainty at a time when many families and businesses are
struggling. The industrial sector provides good paying jobs with benefits throughout Whatcom County
and around the state. These are the kinds of jobs that have sustained economic activity through the
current downturn and will power the local economy towards future prosperity. However, local
measures such as the proposed moratorium introduce needless uncertainty and undermine prospects
for growth.

Second, there is a myth that the previous eight moratoria have not directly impacted the local economy
because they have not blocked any specific projects. To this point, it is hard to say what direct impacts
the previous eight moratoria have had on economic growth. Passing such a moratorium is akin to
posting a sign over the whole county that says “closed for business.” It is hard to say how many projects
have simply passed over Whatcom County like customers walking past an abandoned storefront.

What'’s more, such an action also has the potential to stifle investment from existing businesses that find
it less risky to divert resources (and jobs) to more business-friendly locations. Thus, while it is difficult to
say what direct impacts the previous eight moratoria have imposed, it stands to reason they have sent a
strong message to current and potential employers about Whatcom County’s business climate.

Third, the moratorium is specifically designed to limit expansion, which is central to job growth and
future opportunity. At a time when families and businesses are facing so much uncertainty, it is
unfathomable that a community would intentionally stifle opportunities for companies to make private
investments in local infrastructure. In addition to supporting existing jobs and future opportunities,
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these capital investments have a multiplier effect which reverberates through the economy. In other
words, a dollar spent on local infrastructure benefits numerous local businesses as those dollars are
spent at the hardware store, the local café, and a half dozen other businesses around the local
community. By creating artificial barriers to this kind of local investment, Whatcom County is not only
closing off a set of industries, but is actually reducing opportunity for all local businesses.

In closing, | would just add that BNSF has been a proud member of the state’s industrial trade sector for
more than 150 years. Freight rail supports more than 342,000 jobs in Washington state. Rail service
supports numerous cornerstone industries (including aerospace, agriculture, and building products) and
hundreds of small businesses. Through the decades, Washington has benefitted from the diversity of its
economy and the strength of its trade routes. However, the diversity and resilience of the entire
economy diminishes each time we restrict specific sectors from investing. While we are deeply
concerned about this proposal by the County Council, we are encouraged by the process engaged by the
Planning Commission and the thoughtfulness that has marked their process to date. For these reasons,
we strongly urge you to reject the moratorium renewal currently before you and to allow the Planning
Commission to complete its work.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,







