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Memorandum 

 
 
TO: Whatcom County Planning Commission 
 
FROM:  Samya Lutz, Planner  
 
THROUGH: J.E. “Sam” Ryan, Director 
 
DATE: July 3, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Whatcom County Agricultural Strategic Plan (PLN2012-00007) 
 
This topic comes forward based on Whatcom County’s Agricultural Advisory 
Committee, Executive, and County Council recommendations through the approval 
of the Whatcom County Agricultural Strategic Plan.  

Resolution 2011-023 was approved by the County Council on July 26, 2011 
declaring support for the Whatcom County Agricultural Strategic Plan. An 
immediate priority articulated in this plan is to review the Rural Study Areas as 
listed in the 2007 Rural Land Study and make recommendations for possible 
changes in accordance with RES2009-040 (100,000 acre target), RES2011-023 (the 
Agricultural Strategic Plan), and RCW 36.70A.170 and .177. Other immediate and 
short-term priorities articulated in this plan include developing tools that can be 
incentives for agricultural operators within the priority agricultural areas, including 
parcel reconfiguration. All of these activities will begin in the 2012 year, and may 
lead to proposed changes to the agricultural portions of the Comprehensive Plan 
and zoning regulations. 

The tasks and priorities laid out in the Agricultural Strategic Plan represent the work 
of the county's Agricultural Advisory Committee throughout 2010 and 2011, and 
reflect the support of the county Executive and Council as indicated in Resolution 
2011-023. 

The intent of the work session on July 12 is to provide an opportunity for 
Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) members, staff, and Planning Commission 
members to discuss the county agricultural program, the Agricultural Strategic Plan, 
the work of the AAC, and how future implementation items that will come before 
the Planning Commission fit in with these initiatives. 

A preliminary draft series of slides is attached for your reference, along with the 
Agricultural Strategic Plan. The presentation given on Thursday may vary from what 
you see here, and hard copies of the final draft will be available at the meeting. 

Please contact me with any questions at 676-6907 x51072. 
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