Concerned Citizens of Bellingham
Lettered Streets Community
April 15, 2018
Homeless Strategies Workgroup
311 Grand Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98225
Dear Homeless Strategies Workgroup,
Since the initial public announcement of the proposal to put a 200-bed Low Barrier Shelter at one of
the two locations at/near 509 Girard, the people of the Lettered Streets have begun to discuss our
concerns and have pledged to work together to actively oppose this recommendation.
We’ve talked to neighbors, we’ve talked to nearby business owners, we’ve talked to many concerned
parents, teachers and administrators. In these discussions, to a person, there is extreme concern,
mixed with disbelief that the city could consider this growing, active area with so many nearby
schools, businesses and residences as a legitimate spot for this low-barrier facility.
Attached, please find an initial collection of personal letters from concerned residents and business
owners. We have also included a sampling of public comments that have been included in an online
petition opposing the proposed Girard locations.
Thank you for your time and attention in reading these letters and comments. We will continue to
work together to adamantly oppose these locations and to help the city of Bellingham find a location
better suited to these efforts.

Respectfully,

Randy Blinder
Karin Colgrove
Jan Pickard
Gordon and Shannon Neufeld
Marie T. Matteson
Mickele G. Terrana
The Matinjussi’s
Mary Friar
Angela Taylor
Robert Peeples
Theresa B. Murry
Chad and Trish Gale
Kate Patera
Daniel and Katie Goger
Dr. Matthew and Jacque Oswin

To the Homeless Strategies working group,
My name is Randy Blinder and I own a new townhome at 508 Halleck St. I am
writing to voice my vehement opposition to the proposal that would bring a low
barrier homeless shelter 509 Girard St. or close vicinity.
In September 2016 I moved from Alabama hill after living there for 16 years to
the Lettered St. neighborhood. As a blind person, I cherish the opportunity to
become more self-sufficient and live in a downtown home where I could walk to
so many wonderful things and still live in a quiet safe environment.
Having a child with autism in the house who also will not have the ability to drive
made this move a no-brainer. Basically, I took my life savings and bought a
beautiful home that was also my life investment.
When the news of a possible low barrier homeless shelter was LEAKED in the
newspaper I realized that basically everything I have is now at risk of being
damaged by the fact that across the street from my home there would be 200+
people suffering from hard drug addiction, mental illness and even in some cases
sexual offenders. Nobody wants to live across the street from such a place. Would
you?
If the shelter is built it will be dangerous to walk into the downtown corridor
from A,B,C,D, Young and Halleck Streets. If anybody ever goes out onto Holly
Street they can see an example of what will be present on Girard. So much for
walking to the library.
In the 18 months that I have lived downtown I have been accosted two times and
both instances had the common thread of someone attacking me because I use a
blind stick. These people were obviously on drugs and I was lucky to get away
unharmed. I don’t even know how I would be able to walk in that direction if the
shelter was there.
I look at the two obvious macro issues here and it boggles my mind as to why this
shelter is even being proposed.
First of all ,there are hundreds of children who walk by on a daily basis during
the school year as Whatcom Middle School and Bellingham High School are at the
end of our street along with the Assumption School. I’m sure the parents of the
children who go to these schools are not too excited about the possibility of the
shelter being built when their kids are so close. Do you realize how many

children play basketball at the middle school or Battersby Field? Hopefully
nobody falls on a needle. Washington state does not allow marijuana businesses
within 1000 feet of schools. Why are we going to allow illegal, hard drug, black
market dealing to go on 500 feet from our schools? This whole thing is
preposterous.
In terms of impact of property value, there is already impact as my next-door
neighbors at 502 Halleck St. had listed their property the day the news of the
shelter was leaked. They received two offers that were consequently pulled off of
the table because nobody wants to live near a low barrier homeless shelter. Does
everyone in our neighborhood have to take 25% hits to our life investments?
How could anyone consider putting this near schools and hurting local
homeowners?
It is troubling that the city now feels responsible for socially engineering winners
and losers because of homelessness. Why isn’t this going into Maritime Heritage
Park? The impact is negligible since many homeless people already live there and
families do not frequent the park basically ever. What about a light industrial
area?
Bellingham cannot impact any of its homeowning residents or small business
owners with this proposal. The damage needs to be considered as the most
important aspect of this plan. Build a low barrier shelter but build it in the
proper place.
Sincerely,
Randy Blinder

To the City of Bellingham, regarding the proposed low barrier shelter in the area of the Health Dept on Girard:
I would like to express my concerns regarding the proximity of this location to both Whatcom Middle School and
Bellingham High School. There are many students walking and biking these neighborhood streets.
I am not opposed to a shelter but feel further away from this residential setting with young families would be
more appropriate.
The Lettered Streets is just finally coming out of the reputation as a place to buy drugs. My neighbors and I
successfully closed down a meth selling house on G Street. It took us several years but with the BPD’s help we
persisted.
I have lived in the Lettered Streets neighborhood for 10 years and have seen a major turnaround with many
young families raising their children in this neighborhood.
Please consider the lasting impact of this shelter to the children of this neighborhood and consider another
location.

Karin Colgrove
Blockwatch Captain
2100 bock of G Street

April 11, 2018
Re: Proposed Homeless Shelter
Dear Members of the Homeless Strategies Workgroup,
It is with concern that I write regarding the proposed homeless shelter on Girard,
concern for the homeless, and concern for the impact a shelter of this size will
have on the neighborhood. I appreciate the work you are doing to address the
needs of these folks, and how challenging it is to accomplish with so many
dynamics and considerations that must be addressed.
I would like to share some of my background in the field of mental health as a
reference for you with regard to my concerns. My involvement in the world of
mental health began when I was an Island County representative to the
committee addressing the conception of community mental health in the 10th
district. I have worked as a contract Family Therapist for the State Department of
Child and Adult Services; as an after hours, and intermittent, day caseworker
providing intervention for Child Protective Services and Family Reconciliation
Services; as an after hours Crisis Screener; as an after hours County Designated
Mental Health Professional; as a Court Appointed Guardian ad Litem/Custody
Evaluator for King and Island Counties; as a Project Developer for Island County
through the Whatcom County Opportunity Council, and have been in private
practice as a Licensed Mental Health Counselor since 1984. Presently I am in
the process of retiring.
My community volunteer commitments include: Support Group Facilitator for the
Pacific Women’s Resources; Planned Parenthood Committee Member, Chair
Whidbey Branch, and a member of Planned Parenthood Seattle King County
Board of Directors and Public Affairs Committee member; Island County Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Advisory Board, Chair 1997-1998; Island County
HIV/AIDS Task Force, Co-Facilitator of support groups for people living with
HIV/AIDS; a member of the founding group of CADA, which provides services for
survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault, for which I served as a board
member from 2003-2017.
I am committed to the most vulnerable of our homeless population and strongly
believe that we must find a solution for their safety, health and welfare. I
am opposed to the Girard location. I have a town house on Halleck Street,
where I live part time, and have an interest, and perception, as to possible
ramifications. Building shelter housing for 200 of the most needy and troubled
homeless population could present a threat to families, children, services and
schools. Located within four blocks of this proposed location there is Bellingham

Senior High School, the Assumption School, and Whatcom Junior High
School. Within the same parameters are Senior Services and the Library, as well
as many additional city buildings. While there are presently many homeless
people living in the neighborhood, the numbers are manageable in that one can
have empathy, acknowledge them, and as we do, offer warm gloves, hats, or
snacks. I believe the facility that is under consideration would create a barrier
between the community and the homeless. I believe people will feel threatened
by the sheer size of the population and many may move. Parents may not allow
their children to be outside unsupervised, and they may be unable to walk from
their own homes to school or to playgrounds and parks.
I was in the Senior Center this week and learned that homeless seniors
participate in their services. This is a good example of how a dispersed group of
those in need can benefit from local services. If however
a significant percentage of 200 persons were elders, and sought services at the
Senior Center how would that impact other participants? This could be
problematic for the current senior center population.
I, also, believe that persons residing in the shelter may suffer a greater
experience of judgment then they do currently. These people deserve dignity, a
bed, a home, and three meals a day. I believe they deserve to live in an
environment that offers the opportunity to experience living in community, and to
develop life skills and find peace. I understand the consideration of a rural
setting has been dismissed because of distance to services. I could imagine 200
people with mental health and drug problems, victims of trauma, who have been
unable to succeed in life, could find solace in such an environment. They could
learn better life skills thru living together, they could grow their own food, the
possibilities are many. Or, a second option, break down the numbers and create
smaller communities with ’tiny houses’ which enables them to better blend into
the neighborhood and assume partnership of living amongst others.
I know this conversation will be going on for some time and I look forward to
engaging.
Again, thank you for your efforts to address this important issue.
Jan Pickard

Gordon & Shannon Neufeld
Home Owners
2226 B Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
April 9, 2018
Dear Mayor, City Council, and Members of the Homeless Strategies Workgroup,
We are writing to express our great concern about the proposed location of a Low Barrier Homeless
Shelter at the entry point to the Lettered Streets community (near the corner of Girard and B Street). We
agree with the sentiment of many that we need to continue to provide options for the homeless and applaud
the efforts made on their behalf. Nevertheless, we are shocked that the city would consider putting this type
of shelter in a residential and commercial area, a region in a direct path where children and families walk to
five major schools, and to the downtown for shopping and entertainment. The shelter is sure to have a
chilling effect on the positive developments in this area, the desire for greater downtown density, and the
building up of this storied neighborhood and the downtown core.
The Lettered Street community is currently undergoing a resurgence as homes are being refurbished and
young families are moving into the neighborhood. On any given morning you can see children and families
walking this community on the way to work or the many schools near this hub: Options, Assumption
Schools, Whatcom Middle School, Alderwood Preschool, Parkview Elementary, Gabriel’s Art Kids (a
preschool), Bellingham High School, and others. As of right now they can make this walk with little concern
(about who or what they, or their kids, might encounter). With the introduction of a Low Barrier Shelter we
can expect the safety of this walking-zone to be greatly compromised. It is a known statistic that the
homeless are over-represented in concerning community behaviors like drug/alcohol addiction and sexual
offenses. It is further known, that with low barrier access, but rules against using drugs and alcohol on
facility grounds, we can expect that the “using” will likely occur within the two to four blocks that surround
the shelter. This will surely impact the safe environment we currently have for our children and adults. On a
related note, it is of great concern that the alley between A street and B street will become a predictable
thoroughfare between Girard and Cornwall for those in the shelter. That alley access would drop shelter
residents directly in front of Assumption Schools and on the walking path to Options, Alderwood
Preschool, and Bellingham High School. It is a reasonable expectation that this area will become a probable
space in which our Low Barrier residents will travel, use drugs, and deposit needles and other
paraphernalia. Beyond the increased drug and alcohol use of this at-risk group, we understand there are
also a greater number of sexual offenders in this population as well. The prospect of placing sexual
predators near schools and walking channels needs to be rethought (low barrier screening will likely result
in these folks finding their way to the shelter and in arms reach of our children).
It is a frightening prospect that we might see a family-home community becoming an inner-city
environment, virtually overnight, without enough thought given to the impact on home and business
owners. Beyond the social and economic impact to home owners and families that reside in the adjacent
community, the Low Barrier Shelter will also stand as an intimidating “barrier” between the Lettered
Streets/Cornwall communities and the new waterfront development and resurging downtown stores and
restaurants. The historic Mount Baker Theatre, City Hall, Library, The Pickford, the Waterfront
development, downtown shopping and other entertainment venues will all fall into the radial impact area
that a low barrier shelter like this, influences. The walking and biking community to the downtown
businesses will certainly be affected by the location of this facility.

We would respectfully ask that the Homeless Strategies Workgroup give greater consideration to locating a
facility like this in a light industrial area, while offering a shuttle or complimentary meeting space for, or to,
specialized service providers.
I will finish this letter by reminding the Strategies group, as others have done, about a few of the great ideas
noted in the Downtown Bellingham Plan of 2014.
1. In the section entitled Downtown Employment, it begins by saying; “A healthy and supportive business
environment is crucial to Downtown’s success.” The Strategies Workgroup needs to recognize that
“Housing” 200 homeless people in an area filled with small businesses and family homes, does not
encourage “[a] healthy and supportive business environment”. This low “barrier” shelter will negatively
impact the natural, walk-in business support, that the downtown core enjoys from the Lettered Streets and
Cornwall neighborhoods. The proposed shelter location, at Girard and B Street, is bad for business and
bad for individuals that have invested in the family homes in this area.
2. In the section entitled “A Safe and Welcoming Downtown” it says, “To capitalize on the many cultural
and entertainment options available Downtown, people must feel safe and comfortable. The cleanliness,
comfort, and safety of Downtown are key to attracting residential, business and tourism investment.”
Any reasonable study on the impact of a 200 person “low barrier shelter,” would confirm how the
placement of the shelter near B Street and Girard will only lead to contraindicating factors – whether real or
subjective, the shelter will negatively impact the feelings of safety, cleanliness, and comfort.
3. From the “Community Solutions Workgroup 2014”: “While the issues facing downtown are complex,
the workgroup identified six main challenge areas: Mental Health, Homelessness, Crime, Clean and Safe
Environment, Alcohol and Drug Abuse, and Public Education and Perception.”
Clearly, putting a shelter on Girard street (or near this) would focus all these identified challenges into the
small business and residential area where it is found. The placement of the shelter near B Street and Girard
will necessarily negatively impact the livability of the neighborhood, the felt and real safety and cleanliness of
the walking streets, and serve as a barrier to positive downtown development.
On a personal note, our careers have been dedicated to social work, community corrections, and more
recently residential real estate on behalf of families that buy and sell homes in this area. And, while we want
to be fair to those dealing with homelessness, and want to see them treated with compassion, we do not
want to see this come at the expense of those who have struggled to buy homes and businesses in this
downtown core and have worked to improve the environment for their families.
Please do not jeopardize the financial and social investment that our Lettered Streets and downtown core
families have made by buying into the dream of a safe home for their business and/or life; please eliminate
B Street, Halleck, and Girard Street locations from consideration for a new homeless shelter.
Sincerely yours,

Gordon and Shannon Neufeld
Gordon@NeufeldNW.com
360-393-8299
Realtors, Home Owners, Local Business Owners

Marie T Matteson MS
National Board Certified Massage Therapist and Counselor
414 Girard Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
marietmatteson@gmail.com
April 10, 2018
Homeless Strategies Workgroup
County Council Members
Senator Doug Ericksen, doug@senatorericksen.com
Dr. Baker, Bellingham School District Superintendent

Dear Homeless Strategies Workgroup:
I would like you to consider the following reasons to remove the property at 509 Girard and the
city-owned parking lots spaces from consideration for a low barrier, easy access homeless
shelter, camp or anything other than professional office space.
The goal of the workgroup as I understand is to find a place within a 10-minute walk of the
Lighthouse Mission on F and W. Holly streets. The proposed locations on Girard Street have a
direct impact on children due to the proximity to Whatcom Middle School, the playground, and
the track & field used across Girard and F streets by the school, children’s soccer and baseball
teams that use the playground and the field across the street. The constant migration of
transient, homeless individuals shuffling from place to place will place every student at risk.
The amount of discarded items, trash, clothing, and potential for accidental exposure to
needles or skin contact with illegal drug-laced items is too great a risk for any child. Statewide
there has been an 86% increase in incidental contact exposures. (WADOH 2017 statistic) I
haven’t even addressed the mental instability of some of the population having direct contact
with a student in middle school. I highly doubt that this is the education parents are sending
their children for with Bellingham School District.
There is no shortcut across the field; the area has a fenced barrier forcing you to walk around
the field and directly in the path of students or the residential homes between the places.
Bellingham High School is a few blocks away, as is Options High School and Assumption Catholic
School.

The proposal asks for a low barrier, on your honor type system. I take this to mean, don’t bring
your alcohol, or drugs in the area. The direct impact to professional office spaces near 509
Girard Street or the parking lots across the street: activities not allowed within the area will
happen in front of our businesses, spilling over into the lettered street neighborhood.
I spent a considerable amount of time helping to renovate the office space that I rent at 414
Girard. One of the important factors that were taken into consideration was keeping a
professional, clean looking building and maintaining the ambiance of the neighborhood. As a
result, I believe that the building has added significant value to this part of downtown and the
community of the lettered streets. Often while taking the clinic dogs out for walks, garbage,
suspicious items in the ivy and evergreen trees are discovered. Human feces cleaned up from
around the building. This has happened since the trash dumpsters and port a potties have been
placed 1 block from here. Remind yourself; don’t pick anything up without gloves on. The
potential for incidental contact of a drug, or a needle has gone up 86% last year.
I was very surprised and shocked to learn after the fact that the homeless strategies Workgroup
was considering the parking lot directly across from the building I rent space from on the
Corner of Girard and A streets. This site is adjacent to several residential condo complexes and
is not consistent with the current existence of our city central, art, museum or urban district
and the additional plans for the area. Adjacent uses to the site include professional offices,
personal services, and municipal business. This plan brings a concentration people to the
business/urban village district which is inconsistent with the uses that already exist. It would be
impossible to construct a shelter on the site of 509 Girard, or the parking lots across the street
without the considerable upgrade to water, sewer and significant construction upgrades for
current residential codes. A shelter at this site undermines and threatens the existing safe and
affordable housing in the vicinity as well as others that have developed in the area.
We have dedicated parking spaces for our clients/patients which was a huge plus for us as
health practitioners. Overnight the potential exists that the attractive open parking spaces at
414 Girard Street will be occupied in the morning when we open for business at 6 AM, most
mornings, regardless if the shelter is not meant to house overnight residents. You invite them;
they will come, and may very well overstay their welcome. Just think about a wedding
reception and guests that won’t leave. Now imagine 200 or more of them.

Parking in the downtown area is and has been a concern for a long period of time in
Bellingham. The city-owned lots if used for homeless shelter or space for encampments will
place an undue stress and the strained parking situation in the lettered streets. City employees
or their temporary workers take up a lot of the available parking already. What is the plan for
them? There will also be a large amount of traffic and potential of homeless car campers who
will look to park their vehicles within the area. This parking situation will further exacerbate an
already stressed situation. This will cause irreparable harm to our businesses, as our clients will
no longer find parking, feel safe navigating through homeless individuals and take their
business elsewhere. I strongly urge you to remove the 509 Girard Street location and the City
parking lots across the street from consideration.
I’m fairly certain that when homeless protestors camped out in front of city hall many people
rescheduled their business with the city so as not to have to come in contact with the campers.
Our ability to make a living will be impacted in damaging ways and property in the area will
continue to devalue.
The population of homeless have different levels of needs. There is a far difference between
the families whose home burned down, compared to the single individual who doesn’t wish to
conform to society’s expectations. Solutions lie in the willingness of the individual to want to be
a productive citizen.
What are the solutions? The workgroup has a large task and they need to keep working on
possibilities. I am sympathetic to the needs of those who find themselves without housing, or
basic needs. In a perfect world, a triage system of assessment for services in one facility would
be ideal. Instead of the focus on the lighthouse mission area, perhaps a broader picture would
be to find a property to have all housing and services under one roof with WTA passes for
transportation.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Marie T. Matteson, MS

No Low Barrier Shelter On Girard
In 2016, I purchased a home on Halleck Street and moved there with my partner and our
Daughter. Although we love living close to downtown and the waterfront, we have experienced
a very large increase in our property taxes followed by an increase of calls having to be made to
the Bellingham Police Department. We have had several problems related to homeless
individuals and drug users. We often see individuals looking for opportunities to commit crimes
in order to get what they need. We cannot leave anything of any value in, on or around our front
yard along Halleck street.
Our home sits directly across from the City of Bellingham parking lot and within one block of the
proposed low barrier shelter site at 509 Girard. We have one 17 year old daughter and we are
currently in the process of adopting my 13 year old Niece who now attends Whatcom Middle
School. The most realistic and shocking issue we may possibly be faced with are concerns
about the safety of children and the impact on the local schools if in fact this shelter is built here.
Hundreds of children attend both Whatcom Middle School and Bellingham High School. It is my
understanding that the individuals who would be living in this proposed low barrier shelters are
most likely to be those who are sex offenders, child molesters, drug users and people who may
have committed other violent crimes. We are not just simply giving homes to people who need
food and shelter, we are offering to house the most feared kind of neighbor in society. Why
would anyone consider this site between two schools?
Four months ago we decided we needed to search for a home with an additional bedroom for
our adoptive child. We listed our home for sale on April 1st, 2018. The first day that our home
was listed on the MLS, we had two separate offers from two different interested parties.
Consequently, the news of the proposed low barrier shelter project surfaced in the newspaper
and it directly resulted in both clients pulling their offers the next morning. We have had no other
offers on our home since April 1st.
Providing housing and services to these types of individuals does not fix or change them. This
location as a choice to provide housing is not being rejected because a community does not
care, or is not empathetic to the homeless issues themselves. Everyone has been negatively
affected by homelessness, not just the homeless. There is homelessness everywhere and yes,
it needs resolution.
I believe that city leaders need to continue to work with on programs to find a solution that does
not put children at risk and further damage thriving communities. The answer is not putting up
low barrier housing wherever they see fit. Working with communities to find answers instead of
purposely trying to avoid the public’s views and rights to have a say in what happens in their
backyards. The city has shown no integrity when it comes to protecting the people whom live
within the proposed area for the shelter. Low priority is being given to those who lives will be
affected.

The Lettered Streets neighborhood already has its challenges with the court house, the food
bank, and the Mission, all in close proximity. There is truly a negative impact on the downtown
and residential neighborhoods due to the homeless population who uses these services.
Maritime Heritage Park is a good example of a beautiful public park that is tainted with homeless
individuals who use it for camping, drug use and other unlawful acts. My partner and I do not
allow our children to roam around our neighborhood alone or go to the park without adult
supervision. It is unfortunate, but we realize that it is our job to protect our children and that we
cannot control all of the flow of individuals in our surroundings. No one can guarantee anyone’s
safety, nor can anyone truly predict a positive outcome for everyone if these low barrier shelters
are built.
The effects of a low barrier shelter on 509 Girard would further increase loitering, individuals
sleeping outside, litter, pan-handling, and drug use. Crime will greatly increase in a
neighborhood that has spent many years trying to evolve out of the gutter. Property values will
negatively be affected. Businesses will slowly suffer until they leave. Children will be more at
risk due to the close proximity of the schools to the proposed site. Housing two hundred
individuals of this type, in these surrounding neighborhoods of 509 Girard Street will mean an
increase and need for more emergency, fire and police services.
There is plenty of open and vacant land not being utilized directly outside of Bellingham’s core
business areas, residents and schools. There are empty buildings and complexes along parts
of Meridian, within the main bus routes that could get these people to services needed within the
city. Using these existing buildings would put them to good use. The cost of land is cheaper to
purchase outside the core areas of downtown Bellingham thus leaving more funds to provide
additional services for these people. Consuming and or affecting homeowners and business
property values in the downtown and waterfront areas to build low barrier shelters does not fit
the model that the city has tried to create. Cleaning up the waterfront and connecting downtown
to Fairhaven has been in the works for years. It will be difficult for people to knowingly invest in
any type of business or resident surrounding a low barrier housing project. Less business
means less overall revenue and tourism.
The types of services that these individuals need on a regular basis could be expanded or
relocated to where a shelter is built. Giving the needy a place to live and providing them with
food and other services is a good thing. This can be accomplished without negatively impacting
the people and businesses and jeopardizing the safety of children in our schools.
The end result of allowing a low barrier shelter to be built anywhere near the downtown area or
near our schools would be punishing the people who have worked hard over the years to help
build a strong community. I hope that the City of Bellingham does not consider the building of a
low barrier shelter at 509 Girard Street.
Respectfully,
Mickele G. Terrana

Dear Homeless Strategies Workgroup,
My husband and I recently moved into this area.
We appreciate the convenience of being within
walking distance to everything, we are card carrying seniors.
When I walked to the library yesterday, a woman was urinating in
the bushes on the side of the building.
The chairs inside are populated by people catching up on their sleep.
I love using the library and yet when I sat down to read something
the smell of the homeless man behind me made it quite unpleasant.
What about the vacant homes near St Lukes hospital?
Do we let these buildings and hospital that could be re-purposed just fall apart?
Where is the money coming from for the new proposed facility?
Do we push the homeless into neighborhoods and expect school children and communities to fend for
themselves without adequate mental health support or facilities in place for the homeless population?
I do not have the answers, I do have questions. What else can be done without putting our communities at
risk?
This is not the right location for this proposed homeless shelter.
Thank You
The Matinjussi's

I have lived on A Street for over 30 years and have seen many changes, both good and bad.
I feel that it has become unsafe to walk my granddaughter along the Whatcom Falls trail. People smoke
drugs among the trees and there are many sleeping under the bridge. This used to be a nice spot. I can
imagine it will get worse with a shelter.
Parking is also a problem on A Street. Many people, who work for the county, city or law offices park on
A Street. This will only become worse with a shelter. There will be more clients and existing parking will
be lost. The A Street neighbors, in the past, asked the Planning Department for residence parking, like
WWU. This was denied.
My understanding is the shelter needs to be close the Light House Mission. The Girard Street sites are
not close for the disabled, those with canes, walkers or in wheel chairs. Will bus service be provided for
them 7 days a week?
Most importantly, these sites are close to 3 schools: Whatcom Middle School, Bellingham High School
and Assumption Catholic School. Students walk in this neighborhood.
This residential neighborhood is not the place for a homeless shelter.

Mary Friar

April 11, 2018
Dear Members of the Homeless Strategies Workgroup, Bellingham City Council, Whatcom
County Council, and members of the community,
We found out about the proposed shelter not through a letter from the City of Bellingham or
the Homeless Strategies Workgroup but from a random post on Nextdoor. There has been a
profound lack of communication from the HSW and the city and had I not checked Nextdoor,
we would still be in the dark. The proposed shelter locations at 509 Girard and the parking lot
across the street between A and B and Halleck and Girard have been a sock to the gut, to say
the least.
A low-barrier homeless shelter located at either 509 Girard or the parking lot across the street
will have a staggeringly negative impact on the Lettered Streets neighborhood. We bought
our house on B Street 14 years ago and have chosen to raise our family here. I fell in love with
the character of our house and loved the proximity to downtown. I envisioned walking to
restaurants, the theaters, stores. And we have! We always walk past the proposed locations
when we go to the library or downtown. If the shelter is located at either site, we will no
longer feel safe walking downtown. We will also lose a sense of safety at home, will always be
on high alert for threats to our well-being.
Since finding out about the proposed locations of the shelter, my feelings have been
alternating between anger and frustration at the lack of communication and nausea at the
thought of a low barrier shelter two blocks away from the home my husband and I have
created. I have been filled with anxiety at the thought of 200 members of an unstable
population being two short residential blocks away from my children, have been having
trouble sleeping, and haven’t been able to focus on much else.
Our neighborhood has been filling with families, old and young, who take pride in our
neighborhood and our homes. The Lettered Streets are no longer the “Alphabet Ghetto”- our
neighborhood is one of the most sought-after in the city. We have worked hard to make it
that way. The shelter will bring 200 people struggling with challenges such as alcoholism,
drug addiction, and mental illness (and often a combination of all three). There will no doubt
be overflow into the residential neighborhood. Their lifestyle, chosen or not, is incongruent to
the family neighborhood we have lovingly built.
Have you looked into the lower end of Cornwall Avenue as a potential site? It is much farther
from residences, is a light-industrial area, and is close to services such as the Opportunity
Council. There has to be a more appropriate site than the two you are currently considering.
Sincerely,

Angela Taylor
2300 B Street

Chad & Trish Gale
B ST
Bellingham, WA 98225
chad.gale@gmail.com
April 15, 2018
Homeless Strategies Workgroup
311 Grand Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98225
Dear Homeless Strategies Workgroup, Bellingham Mayor Kelly Linville, Whatcom County
Executive Jack Louws
CC: Whatcom City Council Members and Other Interested Parties
On April 1, I sent an initial letter to this group after reading an article in the Bellingham Herald
expressing initial opposition to putting a low barrier shelter at either of the locations at/near 509 Girard
Street.
After compiling a considerable amount of research, discussion in and around the community over the
last 14 days, I would like to provide additional opposition to the proposal for your consideration in this
second letter.
Out of respect, I would like to acknowledge the efforts by this group to date and the time and attention
that you’ve each personally given to solve this difficult problem. I realize what a thankless job it must
be. I hope that this letter is received in the manner which I’m hoping to present it — concerned,
empathetic and willing to listen, but also very dedicated to opposing this specific location based on
very specific, tangible evidence.
This letter contains 7 key sections with arguments against the proposed location and frustration with
the way in which the process is currently being undertaken:
Section 1: Overall Community Resistance to the Idea of Putting a Low-Barrier Shelter So Close to
Schools
Section 2: Opposition from Other Key Groups That Would Be Affected by A Shelter at This Location
Section 3: Previous Public Comments that Directly Contradict the Recommendation for a Shelter in
This Location
Section 4: Refuting the Publicly Stated Pros of the Girard Location
Section 5: Key Consideration - Those Who Are Choosing To Live Outside the Element of
Cooperation and the City’s Intentions
Section 6: Rigid Location Requirements Hampering Selection Process
Section 7: Concern with Communication Regarding the Current Site Selection Process
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Section 1 - Overall Community Resistance to Putting a Low-Barrier Shelter So
Close to Our Schools
In the 2 weeks since finding out about the proposed shelter location at 509 Girard, the majority of the
public outcry has been about the proximity of this low-barrier shelter to local schools.
While there are many complicated issues in today’s society, one that almost all parents can agree on
across the board is safety for their children. And it’s a topic that many will organize and rally to
protect.
Too Many Schools in Direct Radius of 509 Girard - With the 4 schools in a 5-block radius of the
Girard Street location, the age range of kids is 8-18 years old. Many kids in the downtown area walk
to and from school for classes, practices and events. Recently, kids have participated in protests/
marches which have walked directly past 509 Girard. Having the shelter there is a serious safety
concern for these children - both due to potential dangerous interactions near the building, but also to
the various kinds of garbage, needles, syringes, beverage cans, excrement and other things that
could be found nearby.
Current Experiences with Shelter Several More Blocks Away - My kids have attended Whatcom
Middle School and Bellingham High School and been part of field trips, sports practices and marches
that start from school and walk through the 5 block radius of Girard. Both of my children have had
negative experiences in and around the area that currently houses the Mission, with men yelling
inappropriate things to the group of high school girls running by, or verbally harassing, erratically
approaching my son and his friends as they walk nearby. We walk this exact location on a daily basis
with our dog and regularly find needles, syringes, beer cans, condoms, vomit and human feces. And
this is with the mission and shelter located 6 blocks away. Move the epicenter of this community to
Girard, and I fear these things will expand exponentially within the main school/walking area.
This topic is far and away the biggest non-starter for this proposed location. So many parents that
we’ve talked to already say, “There’s no way this will happen” or “They can’t actually think that this is
a good idea.”
Liability/Bad PR - There’s the general optics of this decision, even at this early stage consideration.
But it’s hard not to imagine the potential liabilities for the city if such a shelter were placed at 509
Girard. Imagine if something did happen to a child, the swift and overwhelming outcry that would
follow, including all of the questions about not realizing the risks, how this location was approved by
the powers that be and whether or not the school and/or city would be responsible for damages.
There is no upside to this location. Parents will fight it and rally against it. Conversely, by moving the
location away from this school-saturated area, parents will become advocates for the decision and
not fierce opponents.
Online Petition Response - As a starting foray into this topic, we posted an online petition protesting
the 509 Girard location and within 36 hours, we had more than 160 votes. We also had people
reaching out and contacting us asking how they could help and whether or not it was time to start
actively publicizing this decision at the schools. (Comments from petition have been provided in a
separate PDF).
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Section 2 - Opposition from Other Key Groups Who Would Be Affected By A
Shelter at This Location
While a majority of the negative public reaction has been focused on the proximity of schools to the
proposed location - there are several other important groups which will also be adversely affected by
a shelter in this location as well.
Senior Citizens - The Bellingham Senior Center is 100 feet south of the proposed location. There is
already a fair amount of homeless activity around the building in the evenings and on weekends,
putting the shelter this close to the Center could make it intimidating for seniors and reduce their
participation in key social, physical and emotional interactions within the safe confines of their center.
Home Owners - Property values for homes in the Lettered Streets area could be adversely affected,
resulting in current owners selling at a loss and creating a vacuum where property values lower,
resulting in lower taxes paid to the city, resulting in lower funds for needed city initiatives.
Lettered Streets Residents - Even renters will be adversely affected as the potential for unsafe
surroundings increases. The current Bellingham Police blotter is filled with daily report of overdoses,
suicidal subjects, fighting, weapons being displayed in a threatening manner, stolen merchandise,
vandalism and indecent exposure. There is a clear 5 block radius to these activities and centering the
location at Girard affects way too many people.
Local Businesses - As referenced by previous businesses during similar evaluations, there are
serious concerns around putting a low barrier shelter near small business locations. John and Janet
Crews outlined their concerns as owners of the Champion Street Center buildings. They were
concerned that the businesses in their buildings would lose customers and revenue due to the
challenges of those who choose to hang out near shelters. Walk the 5 block radius near the current
Mission and take a look at the bike parts, carts filled with engine parts, barbecues, chairs and other
items that have been stolen from nearby neighborhoods. Local business can not afford to subject
their customers to these sorts of interactions as customer will go to other businesses in other parts of
town instead.
Neighboring Areas of Bellingham in Columbia and Fountain Areas - During the Spring, Summer
and Fall months, people often walk the Halleck/Girard corridor from Meridian Haggen through the
restaurants and breweries in the Fountain district and through the Lettered Streets into downtown.
Larger Community Participating in Events (Marches, Races and Activities) - The Girard/Halleck/
Grand area is a key destination for many area races, marches and events including the Fun with the
Fuzz Run, the Haggen to Haggen Run, collegiate bike racing relays. The areas near the library are
often location for Cancer memorials and vigils, community protests and marches, and all kinds of
other civic efforts. Putting the aforementioned “5 block radius” into effect from Girard means that
these events will either need to be rerouted, or deal with potential issues.
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Section 3 - Previous Public Comments from Mayor and Other Key Leaders
That Directly Contradict this Proposed Shelter Location Recommendation
These quotes were taken from a March 3, 2017 article posted at COB site and specifically call out the
preference for finding a suitable location away from residential neighborhoods and business districts.
The City's goal was to locate the shelter away from residential neighborhoods and retail business
districts, preferably in an industrial area. While this site is away from residential neighborhoods and
the downtown core, it is close to the LMM, which was an important factor in the site selection. The
City-owned Roeder site is the only suitable location that was identified.
"Being in proximity to our existing operations and other area service providers, while being distanced
from nearby residences and storefronts, makes for better interventions all around. It's a win win win!"
LMM Executive Director Hans Erchinger-Davis said. "Doubling our capacity allows LMM to be even
more responsive to Bellingham's most pressing need, but this $1.5 million challenge of refurbishing
the building will be completely dependent on the generosity of our donors. We'll need their help more
than ever."
"Our preference was to find a location that was unoccupied, but, unfortunately, the only suitable site
does have tenants," Linville said. "While we are deeply committed to finding solutions to address
homelessness, we are also deeply committed to our working waterfront. We will give our tenants
plenty of time to find new locations for their businesses."
I fully understand that previous efforts have fallen through for various reasons and that as a result,
your committee is working to find the next possible solution, but placing these facilities in an industrial
or light industrial area was determined to be key to the project, and this key requirement has not
changed. The proposed Girard location is simply too close to schools and homes.
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Section 4 - Refuting the Publicly Stated Pros of the Girard Location
Close to Police Station - The proximity to the police station is currently a top sound bite explaining
why this is the perfect location, however in previous workgroup documents, the proximity to the police
station is listed as a detriment based on the low barrier homeless community’s fear and suspicion of
law enforcement.
New 200-Bed Facility will be Top-Notch with Outdoor Courtyard - Concentrating 200 low barrier
residents in one building is an enormous goal. Last year, Seattle opened two new low barrier shelters
in two locations, 100 beds in one spot, 75 in another across town. Why is Bellingham building a single
shelter that would be larger than the two Seattle shelters combined? Wouldn’t this new shelter
potentially be seen as a draw to homeless in other locations instead?
“We’re Out of Options” Statement - Imagine needing to fill a job position for the City of Bellingham
that required working in close contact with vulnerable populations like the elderly and children and
that the city got 10 initial applicants. Let’s say a hiring committee ranked those 10 applicants based
on experience, education and references and that some candidates had no previous experience, no
work references, spotty attendance records and files containing previous reported incidents at work.
If the committee worked through the prioritized list, but was unable to fill the position with qualified
candidates from the top of the list, would the committee simply shrug their shoulders and say,”Well,
we have no other options” and hire just to fill the spot even if the remaining applicants were from the
lower half of the list? Of course not. They would re-open the search for candidates and start over.
The location for this shelter should be handled exactly the same way. The city cannot simply shrug
and say, “Well, this low barrier shelter has to be somewhere.” The search must be re-opened and
expanded, with very basic non-negotiable criteria enforced such as locations to schools and homes.
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Section 5 - Key Consideration - Prioritizing Those Who Are Choosing To Live
Outside the Elements of Cooperation & Outside the City’s Intentions
There is a key, underlying element to this proposal which must be stated very directly and
purposefully. This proposal for a low-barrier shelter is far and away the biggest concern with the
proposed location. This is not judging anyone for their current set of circumstances. This is not
assuming an elitist attitude and turning to look the other way without care or concern for these people.
But the facts are that for many different reasons, the folks that will be entering a low barrier shelter
are at highest risk for drug and alcohol use, violent and erratic behavior, suicidal tendencies and
therefore pose the most potential risk for those nearby. They are the ones who potentially could have
no motivation or consequences for unlawful behavior. As a results, there is no amount of planning,
preparation or process that can assure the surrounding area safety.
No community could effectively plan for the 5 block radius of loitering by this community as people
come and go from the facility and hunker down with the gear and supplies in the lots, buildings and
streets that surround Girard.
As witnessed by the current 5-block radius on/near Holly and F Street, the activities and behaviors
displayed up and down the blocks on all sides of the current set up cannot be predicted, let alone
contained.
Residents in that area commonly report disturbances, assaults, public urination and defecation,
needles and syringes, alcohol bottles and cans and assorted stolen goods strews up and down the
street, in yards, bushes and on sidewalks. In fact, since November of last year, there have been more
than 340 incidents reported along Holly Street by Bellingham Police. This level of activity is absolutely
unacceptable in a high-pedestrian traffic area with so many local school children, businesses and
families.
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Section 6 - Rigid Location Requirements Hampering Selection Process
While reading through the various documents pertaining to the Homeless Strategy Workgroup, there
seem to be a fair number of conditions placed upon the city by LMM. I understand that by offering to
help front costs related to the building and staffing of this low-barrier shelter that some amount of
input would be allowed. But I would also expect that these conditions would be reasonable and
require some flexibility and cooperation from their side.
The Lighthouse Mission Web site is filled with scripture and hope. There are calls to action on all
pages asking people to donate and help “End the Cycle of Homelessness in Whatcom Country”.
However in talks with local police, EMTs and doctors, I hear a much different story. I hear about the
excessive city resources spent responding to Mission-related calls and an overall frustration at the
many troubling behaviors that this group displays on a daily and nightly basis.
It seems clear that the low-barrier portion of the Mission’s work are troublesome enough that even the
Mission would prefer to move these people away from their other population and buildings. Why can’t
the location for this low-barrier shelter be moved outside the current location.
The city has tried to find locations within the current downtown requirements and is running out of
options. Isn’t it time to expand the location parameters? If funding is needed, why not open this
discussion to the public for support?
Other Potential Locations
One of the largest challenges in finding a site seems to be the requirement of a location that is within
a certain walking range for people needing services and support. Instead of continuing to scour and
dissect the downtown map looking for a needle in a haystack, why can’t the group consider moving
the shelter and all needed services to a new locale where consolidation could be achieved and
customized? For any services that could not be moved, a scheduled shuttle could be operated
between any location and downtown.
Labounty Property near Slater Road - More than acres, providing an opportunity to develop a
cohesive set of services and support all within a short distance.
Irongate Area Property - Parcel of land also available in a light industrial area and providing a
footprint large enough to consolidate services and support. Near Interim Work Center with minimum
security and administrative staff nearby.
Property Along Squalicum Way - Another large parcel of city-owned land with space to build
required facilities and still within a reasonable distance of existing Mission services and support.
Property at 2140 Division Street - Another piece of city-owned land more than an acre in size, in
light industrial area and near the Interim Work Center.
Their criteria for a shelter location should not supersede all other community criteria. This should be a
public, collective, collaborative effort that prioritizes pros and cons of each potential site (in the
downtown area, but also in other potential locations) and works to create the best possible solution.
Working behind closed doors means that groups can dig their heels in and or participate in
negotiations in less than good faith.
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Section 7 - Concern with Communication Regarding Current Site Selection
Process
The lack of communication and information that has been shared with the public on this proposed
location is troubling. We happened to be reading the Herald online Sunday morning and noticed the
story, but never heard any details on the location previously. Other neighbors, parents at school and
community members were surprised to hear the news and had no idea that such a proposal was
even on the table.
As it turns out, this lack of public notice has been mentioned by other parties who have been part of
this selection process, including the law firm of Brownlie, Wolf & Lee who cited similar frustrations
during their recent opposition to the Site G location.
“Finally, we must take issue with the lack of public notice on this project. We did not hear about the
proposed Shelter location until two weeks ago. No one from HSW reached out to us, the most
affected property owners, to get our input on the site. The information on the website is minimal. The
audio from the last meeting was inaudible and no information has been posted as to how Site G was
actually ranked and the pros and cons. It beehooves the HSW, the County and the City to seek input
from the affected landowners in making a decision like this that substantially affects our investment
and livelihoods.”
Due to the previous history and continued difficulties that this issue has encountered here in
Bellingham, clear communication and visibility with those potentially effected is essential. Without it,
groups will continue to feel that decisions are being considered and discussed without the input or
feedback from the people who will be most directly impacted. This effort is as much about public
relations and cooperation as it is the services, structures and support for the community that’s in
need.
There are smarter business minds than mine. There are far more well-schooled people in the
disciplines of sociology, phycology, addiction and more, but based on the initial conversations and
research I’ve done, we need to have open communication between all involved and interested parties
in order to make an informed decision.
This difficult selection process should be conducted openly for all to see, hear and participate in,
including County, City, Lighthouse Mission, Local Business Owners, School Districts, Neighborhoods
and any individuals who want to participate.
Conversely, playing hot potato with proposed locations, having private discussions between 2-3
parties at a time and announcing decisions via a low volume source, and then reacting to each
location’s concerns week later, once the word is out is not working.
We need to get the entire community at the table to talk, and to work collectively to solve this
tremendous problem.
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Conclusion - We Must Find a Better Location.
Over the last 14 days, concerned people from the Lettered Streets have met with neighbors, talked to
other parents of children who attend Whatcom Middle School and Bellingham High School. We’ve
spoken with senior citizens who travel to and from the Senior Center on Halleck for daily activities.
We’ve spoken with local small businesses in the 4 block radius of Girard that are worried about their
livelihoods. We’ve talked to homeowners in the same radius that are concerned for their families
safety traveling in and around the location. The concern is legitimate and the reasons are many.
The proposed location at 509 Girard:
• Is too close to existing schools, facilities, residences and businesses that are key parts of
the Lettered Streets community
• Directly conflicts with previous stated goals from the Mayor and other key city officials to
have this in an industrial location
• Has been poorly communicated to potentially affected members of the community, even for
very preliminary assessment purposes
For all of the reasons stated in the letter, can we please formally remove both Girard Street locations
from consideration and agree as a community to work together toward finding the best possible longterm solution for all parties involved?
The needs of the homeless community are important and I completely agree with the need to address
these needs as a top priority, but not at the expense of school children, senior citizens and residents
of this important and growing section of the community.
I’m confident that this city of such smart, talented, dedicated people with a never-ending array of skills
and talents can find a way to collectively work together to solve this challenging equation.
Let’s get creative, get all of the right people at the table to talk and take the issues and challenges
that are being presented head on with accountability and in full site of the public. If we need to fund
raise, let’s join forces. If we need to convince the perfect location to sell, let’s hear what they want.
We owe it to everyone involved including the city, its citizens, our businesses, our kids and last but
most certainly not least, the homeless community to find the best long-term solution possible.

Respectfully,

Chad Gale
B ST. Home Owner
Bellingham, WA 98225
chad.gale@gmail.com
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Dear City of Bellingham,

April 15, 2018

There is a problem with many people being homeless in Bellingham and we need a solution.
However, I am writing to express my strong opposition to a homeless shelter located on the edge of or in
the Lettered Streets Neighborhood to be that solution.
I have lived in the Lettered Streets for 25 years and own a home very near the proposed sites. I have a lot
personally invested in my home. I chose this neighborhood because it was already developed so should
not significantly change, this includes the type and character of public. business establishments and
residences. It is a safe walkable historic neighborhood that has been getting better and better it and
should be preserved as such.
The City has a responsibility to its citizens to adhere to its zoning and character consistency in
neighborhoods. It is grossly unfair to people who own homes in this area to site a homeless shelter in or
on the edge of the neighborhood. This is totally changing the rules! I never would have bought my home
here if it was as close to a homeless shelter as the proposal. I would have a hard time selling it if I wished
to with a homeless shelter nearby. It is not the city’s responsibility to try to socially engineer Bellingham!
Please stop!
There are three schools very close to the proposed sites, Whatcom Middle School, Bellingham High School
and the Catholic School. It is not appropriate to site a homeless shelter so close to schools! Plus, the Senior
Center is very close. We need to keep our Seniors safe.
A homeless shelter would have devastating impact on the nearby residents. Our neighborhood would
become dangerous. There would be more drug use and crime, health issues of public toileting, garbage,
needles that could infect people with AIDs and Hep C (the Drop in Center currently has about two
stabbings a day for example) and many people would not feel safe in the neighborhood or safe to let their
children to be outside. Home owners would experience significant property value loss- up to 25%. It is not
fair for the city to ask homeowners to take that huge financial hit. It would be a theft both monetarily and
of quality of life. It would make our currently pleasant neighborhood into a blighted area that could only
go downhill and turn into a slum. Don’t sacrifice the Lettered Street Neighborhood to solve the problem.
I really hope that the root sources of homelessness in our society will be addressed, such as lack of health
care, mental health care, addiction treatment, adequate social security and disability, adequate social
safety net and a living wage. Right now, maybe all we can do is put a band aid on and try to provide more
shelter. But it should absolutely not be at the residents of the Lettered Streets, seniors and student’s
expense!
I suggest siting a shelter in an industrial area or rural area and provide transportation.
Sincerely,
Kate Patera

Daniel & Katie Goger
2311 A Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225
dgoger@gmail.com | 805-748-8550

REFERENCE: Girard Street Low Barrier Homeless Shelter
Dear Homeless Strategies Workgroup,
Helping those experiencing homelessness is something I wholly support, but the Girard Street location is
not a good fit for a low barrier shelter in Bellingham.
I value the thought and investment Bellingham has made in developing the Maritime Heritage Park, the
Whatcom Creek Trail, the Public Library, and adjacent areas. These common spaces are strong assets for
our community and provide important shared areas for Bellingham families and visitors. My family and
our visitors frequently access these areas. Their development reflects a healthy vision for building
common areas for our community; but, to place a homeless shelter on a primary corridor to these public
places is harshly discordant with that vision, puts the health and safety of visitors to these areas at risk,
and disregards the significant investment that has been made to build these common places as welcoming
and secure public areas for Bellingham families and visitors. Selecting the Girard Street location for a low
barrier shelter would be both poor community planning by our community’s leaders and fiscally
irresponsible to the significant investment that has already been made in this area.
The impact of a low barrier shelter on the areas adjacent to it are well-known. Because the proposed
shelter will only be open during the night, an example of what will develop in the areas near to it is
foreshadowed by unhealthy behaviors currently exhibited in the area of the W. Holly Street drop-in
center. That area is populated by homeless individuals who are unquestionably in need of services and
support. Unfortunately, the area is also littered with urine and feces and unsafe needles that are carelessly
strewn about. The areas adjacent to the drop-in center have become a health risk. Also, friends and family
who use the businesses and services that remain in the area have reported concern due to unwelcome
and sometimes threatening interactions with some individuals at the drop-in center who exhibit social
problems and mental illness. The areas adjacent to the drop-in center have become unsafe and are not
secure areas to visit.
To face these hard facts about placing a low barrier shelter in a common area is not being hard-hearted.
We want a solution for Bellingham’s homeless, including a shelter. Rather, facing this fact can be the
beginning of exploring other suitable and responsible solutions by our elected leaders. It would be bad
planning and fiscally irresponsible to make a significant investment in building a common community area
for Bellingham families and visitors and then to center a low-barrier shelter that puts community health
and well-being at risk along a primary access corridor.
Personally, as a homeowner with my young family on A Street, it is concerning to see the Girard Street
location proposed as a potential site. We have a new baby and have loved living and remodeling our home
in the Lettered Streets over the last eight years. We enjoy being walking distance to numerous family
activities in the Downtown Core, including story time at the library, events at the museum and shows at
the Mount Baker Theater. However, the proposed location of a low barrier shelter would alter the safety
of this area in which we work and live. Families, business owners, neighbors, and individuals also need to

be considered when deciding how to keep everyone safe--homeless or not. It has been difficult to hear
advice from friends who tell us to just “move to the suburbs” when we talk about how challenged we are
by this shelter proposal. Families should be able to live and enjoy downtown and feel safe.
In all honesty, this has been a very tough topic to discuss in our household the past two weeks. My wife
has worked with at-risk families in Whatcom County for almost 10 years. She worked at Lydia Place for
three years and she is also currently pursuing her Masters in Social Work. We care. We absolutely agree
that there needs to be more services for the homeless, but this shelter does not address the underlying
barriers that bring individuals into homelessness in the first place. We strongly believe that the money to
build a shelter would be better spent in addiction treatment facilities and mental health services. To build
a low-barrier shelter without these services is asking for bigger problems and unintended outcomes,
especially if located in a common area such as the Girard Street location, near parks, public trails, family
homes, and schools.
I believe equal or better solutions for this challenging problem can be discovered. The Girard Street
location is not a good fit. I ask that our community leaders consider everyone impacted by this decision
and seek solutions that build the health of our community and that are fiscally responsible, recognizing
the sizeable investment that has already been made to promote common public use spaces near to the
Girard Street location.
Sincerely,

Daniel Goger, Civil Engineer, Whatcom County Public Works
Katie Goger, Family Support Specialist, Lummi Nation

Lisa Van Doren
2301 B Street
Bellingham, WA
98225

April 13, 2018

To:

Mayor Kelli Linville,
Jack Louws, Whatcom County Executive
Regina Delahunt, Director of Whatcom County Health Department
Members of the Homeless Strategies Workgroup
April Barker, Bellingham City Council Member
Gene Knutson, Bellingham City Council Member
Daniel Hammill, Bellingham City Council Member
Pinky Vargas, Bellingham City Council Member
Terry Bornemann, Bellingham City Council Member
Michael Lilliquist, Bellingham City Council Member
Roxanne Murphy, Bellingham City Council Member

RE: Proposed Low Barrier Shelter at 509 Girard Street or Nearby
For 10 years I have lived on the corner of B and Jenkins Streets. Weekday mornings I see a
steady stream of elementary and middle school kids walking, scootering, or biking past my
kitchen window. I walk my daughter to and from Parkview many days. Coming home from
Parkview in the mornings, my dog and I extend our trip and walk past Whatcom Middle School
toward downtown. I walk right down Halleck past the Muni Court building. Dozens of kids are
walking to school down Halleck and Irving Streets.
This is not a suitable location for a low-barrier shelter.
I fully recognize the difficulty of finding a location for a low-barrier shelter. It was a big
disappointment when the location at the Port fell through last year. Looking through your past
meeting summaries, I see most other proposed locations have an advocate arguing that the site
should be taken off the list and detailing all the reasons why. I know there is no perfect location
but this goes beyond NIMBY. This location, only two blocks from Whatcom Middle School, is
much worse than most. Add to this, proximity to the Senior Center, Bellingham High School,
Options, and Gabriel’s Art Kids pre-school, it seems obvious this is not a safe spot for this type
of shelter and the accompanying high-risk behavior and detritus that it would bring.
Please reconsider this location.
Sincerely,
Lisa Van Doren

Cameron Munro
2301 B Street
Bellingham, WA 98225
April 16, 2018
To: Mayor Kelli Linville,
Jack Louws, Whatcom County Executive
Regina Delahunt, Director of Whatcom County Health Department
Members of the Homeless Strategies Workgroup
April Barker, Bellingham City Council Member
Gene Knutson, Bellingham City Council Member
Daniel Hammill, Bellingham City Council Member
Pinky Vargas, Bellingham City Council Member
Terry Bornemann, Bellingham City Council Member
Michael Lilliquist, Bellingham City Council Member
Roxanne Murphy, Bellingham City Council Member
RE: Proposed Low Barrier Shelter at 509 Girard Street or Nearby
I am not in favor of the Low Barrier Shelter locations at 509 Girard Street or nearby locations. It
is too near Whatcom Middle School, Bellingham High School, Bellingham Public Library, the
senior center, and neighborhood homes to be a viable location.
Addressing social ills is important. Serving and supporting all people in need is important. I
believe society is better when we care for all. This letter is not in opposition to efforts to support
those in need.
At the same time, my neighborhood is already an example of these efforts. It is a socially and
socio-economically diverse one--we have rentals in various states of repair, long-time
homeowners, first-time homeowners, numerous high density affordable housing options, young
couples, single parents, young families, people who have raised their families and yet remain,
retirees. We are very near significant bus lines, Bellingham Police Department, City Hall, and
the courts. We have a wide range of people conducting all manner of business and travel
through our neighborhood.
I know the City has explored other locations for the shelter, and been met with resistance from
the business community. I understand the business community’s resistance due to the negative
impacts low barrier shelters inevitably bring to their surroundings. It is this very reason why the
current proposed sites, in the midst of schools, churches, the senior center, the library, and
neighborhood, are not suitable.
Sincerely,
Cameron Munro

Initial Comments from Online Petition
These comments have been pulled from an online petition opposing the proposed locations at 509 Girard.
This petition was posted last week and received more than 140 votes in the first 36 hours with little to
know publicity other than an email to friends, co-workers and neighbors.

Sarah Peeples, Bellingham, WA
The shelter would be too close to multiple schools, businesses and housing.
Barb Shosten, Bellingham WA
Too close to the middle school.
Sally Moore, Bellingham WA
This is on the routes of many children on their way to and from Whatcom Middle School and
Bellingham High school.
Sam Main, Bellingham WA
This facility is desperately needed and it does need to be connected to services, but it will have
a big impact on surrounding uses. The area around B & Girard is not in a position to support
such an impact. Let's provide this facility, but let's be intentional, not hasty.
Sarah van Woerden, Bellingham WA
This proposed location is a high-traffic area for children going to and from school.
Dr. Paul de Jong, Bellingham WA
I am trying not to just be NIMBY ("not in my back yard") but I am not at all excited that my
practice would be across the street from the proposed low barrier homeless shelter. It is also a
block from private residences and the senior center, 2 from the middle school, a few from other
schools. Not an ideal location. Please keep looking for a more appropriate site and continue to
find solutions to homelessness in Bellingham.
Jon Knutsen, Bellingham WA
The current drop-in center has proven that placing a new low barrier shelter close to schools
would be completely irresponsible and pose a danger to our youth. Just look at the number of
fight calls alone that the police respond to at the DIC.
David West, Bellingham WA
Try again, COB. Bad location. We recognize this is not an easy problem to solve--but this
particular style shelter in this proximity to schools and residences?
Teresa S., Bellingham WA
Just no. The two proposed sites would have serious negative impacts for the surrounding
residents and businesses.
Marijo Martini, Bellingham WA
This will absolutely destroy the small businesses in that area.
Marilyn Williams, Bellingham WA
It's time to find a permanent solution - the dinky dab here and there isn't working and is only
making things worse. Bellingham, the surrounding towns and all of Whatcom County needs to
get on board and build a Solution. There is a wonderful company called Hamilton Center that
knows how to handle the real cause of homelessness and Whatcom County, along with the
cities and towns, should get a center built. The center can be built anywhere when it's self
sustaining and near a bus route. How about the land where the new jail was going to built?
Neighborhoods are NOT the right place.
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Karin Colgrove, Bellingham WA
What about the warehouse down at the end of Cornwall?
George Lund, Bellingham WA
Wrong location in so many ways. Schools in area, senior center, library. Many children walking
from Whatcom Middle School to library. Maritime Heritage Park - it is an urban treasure but so
dangerous to enjoy. We need huge efforts to clean up this park from homeless camping and
drug use and very shady people hanging out there - this shelter location will greatly increase
danger in this park. Location should be toward the bay away from all this!
Mary Friar, Bellingham WA
The proposed shelter would be close to residences, schools and public buildings and impact all.
It would not be in close walking proximity to the Lighthouse Mission.
Susan Mahar, Bellingham WA
I think the proximity to the middle school and fields is my main concern.
Jan Pickard, Bellingham WA
I’m all for sheltering homeless people. In this case very concerned about lack of screening
individuals who could pose a threat to the neighborhood with schools, the Senior Center, the
public library all with in blocks. I can’t see a parent letting their children walk to school alone and
believe seniors would feel threatened.
Mickele Terrana, Bellingham WA
This type of Low Barrier housing should never be built anywhere near schools. This project will
also cause further negative impact on local business, core downtown areas and the waterfront
park. Residential property values will be drastically drop. There are many vacant areas outside
of the city and away from schools and businesses where these types of shelters can be built.
Bellingham has a wonderful transit system that allows anyone to get to services they may need
anywhere in the city.
Shane O’Connell, Bellingham WA
I do not want a homeless shelter at this location, period.
Bob Koll, Bellingham WA
No not going to happen. I have two grand kids at school near this site. I'm sure there is space
down by the waterfront.
Catherine Witt, Bellingham WA
I see people from the mission and day center in this area already wandering out in the street at
least weekly. The throngs of people just standing around and veering onto the streets are not an
asset to our neighborhood. I work at the waterfront and my daughter attends Whatcom Middle
School, so I drive past this proposed location daily. It is absolutely the worst place for a shelter
like this. It needs to be where there aren't so many kids and business people in transit there.
Open up the campus at Sedro Woolley again, for example. There, homeless people can have a
low traffic place to work and live in productive peace rather than putting the community at risk
with their erratic behavior that they've already shown to have when they stand around there in
groups all day and veer into the roadways.
Robert Matinjussi, Bellingham WA
This is not the right location.
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Lindsay McDevitt, Bellingham WA
Please don’t allow this location near our schools.
Autumn Cunningham, Bellingham WA
This location is near schools, homes, churches and the waterfront that we are so desperately
trying to make nice by spending millions of dollars on. The City and County need to work harder
to find a better location.
Heather Simpson, Bellingham WA
With Bellingham being such a community focused place, why would we put our young children
in such close proximity to a shelter that has very little rules or boundaries. Our children are our
future. We should not expose them to the dangers and harm that could come from the location
of this shelter. There are many other options for a shelter in a lesser populated area, especially
with the majority of the population being kids from 10-18.
Randy Blinder, Bellingham WA
Please find an alternative location for this homeless shelter. This is a very quiet neighborhood
with many children throughout as we are in between three schools. It will also become
dangerous for residence of ABC young streets etc. and Halleck Street to walk downtown to the
library or wherever they wish. Thirdly the financial impact on our real estate could be massive .
Please find another location for the shelter because it will be a disaster if this proposal becomes
reality.
Shari Russell, Bellingham WA
I don't think it is an appropriate location given the very close proximity to Whatcom Middle
School and residences.
Richard Keene, Bellingham WA
The Girard St areas being considered for a low-barrier shelter (509 Girard and the city parking
lot bound by A and B Streets) are not good choices due to proximity to schools and children’s
neighborhoods.
Gordon Neufeld, Bellingham WA
This project as it has been described will increase vagrancy in the downtown core, and greatly
diminish the walkable nature of the lettered streets to downtown.
Mark Gale, Bellingham WA
Currently the low barrier shelter is just down the street from our condo. There are disturbances
and police/EMS visiting the area every day/night. There is garbage, bike parts, human waste up
and down the street for blocks in either direction. My wife and I don't walk in the area unless it's
the middle of the day and we absolutely have to.
Margaret Oppenheimer, Bellingham WA
As a relatively new resident of Bellingham who purchased a home ONE BLOCK from this
proposed site, I am devastated this would even be considered so close to my home as it would
completely destroy property values, not to mention make it no longer safe to walk downtown
night or day, let alone the impact on school children. Completely unacceptable.
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Allan Waller, Ferndale WA
This location will bring crime, drugs, and garbage into the adjacent neighborhood and middle
and high schools right down the road. Additionally, the impact to local business and real estate
values will be devastating.
Bob Peeples, Bellingham WA
This complicated issue has not been very well thought out.... by definition the low-barrier shelter
will push poor behaviors into the surrounding neighborhoods creating health and safety
concerns for our community.
Becky Classen, Bellingham WA
Inappropriate place! Please reconsider!
Marie Matteson, Bellingham WA
Low Barrier means items or acitivities not allowed on site will spill over in close proxsimity to the
proposed address, extremly close to Whatcom Middle School, Blocks from Assumption School,
Bellingham and Options HIgh schools. Local business' are already impacted by transient drug
activity, human waste, garbage and stashes of drugs in and around of offices. inviting 200
people to inhabit the area would be extremly disruptive to the welfare of students, professional
businesses and not a great use of tax payer money. Old St. Luke's Building is empty, Lease
from them.
Daniel Goger, Bellingham WA
The proposed shelter location is not the right solution. The City needs to provide data that their
approach will be effective. A "low barrier" shelter should not be adjacent to schools or
neighborhoods.
Jessica DePass, Bellingham WA
This is not an appropriate place for a shelter, nor is it an answer.
Brenda Williams, Bellingham WA
Poor location site.
Janis Jacobs, Bellingham WA
The proposed site for a homeless shelter is too close to the middle school and the high school is
also nearby. With the presence of this many school children, in the immediate area, this is not
an acceptable location for a homeless shelter.
Catherine Major, Bellingham WA
I realize the urgent need for homeless shelters, but I feel the Girard Street location is not the
appropriate place for the proposed low barrier shelter. With several schools in the immediate
area the safety of our children (grandchildren in our case) is and should be of primary
importance!
Shannon, Bellingham WA
This will poorly effect the health and safety for our families and businesses. We are a walkable
community at this time and we will hold our children back from walking to school and activities if
we can not feel safe.
Bonnie Karb, Bellingham WA
This is totally wrong. To close to a middle school, high school not to mention the senior center!
Awful choice!
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Michael Cisneros, Bellingham WA
The city really needs to take into account the proximity to our middle school, and residential
neighborhood, that we are all trying so hard to preserve it's historical beauty. Sincerely, Michael
Cisneros
Anne Harvey, Bellingham WA
There is a tremendous need for a homeless shelter in Bellingham but this is not a good location
with the library, senior center and a residential neighborhood surrounding this location. There
must be a better location!
Jessica, Bellingham WA
No thanks! Way too close to schools for my comfort!
Stepanie Coffey, Blaine WA
There needs to be a permanent solution, not a temporary solution near down town businesses
and schools. The drugs, garbage, human waste and mental health issues associated with some
of the homeless are a public health issue. I quit going downtown after I saw the homeless camp
at city hall. Safety and public health need to be addressed.
Richard Taylor, Bellingham WA
While I truly appreciate the need for more services for the homeless, this is the not the right
location for a shelter such as this. It is simply too close to residences and schools. Being a "lowbarrier shelter" with no drug / alcohol / criminal background requirements it will attract folks that
cannot get into other facilities, specifically because of their disruptive behaviors. Having a facility
like this so close would undoubtedly bring increased crime to our neighborhood and additional
drug / alcohol use to within blocks of a middle school, high school, at least one preschool, and a
senior center. I understand that everyone deserves love and compassion, but being a low
barrier shelter, this would attract the small percentage of the homeless population that is more
likely to be dangerous and disruptive. If this sounds alarmist please spend some time walking
around the drop-in center on W. Holly St. The crowd regularly spills out into the streets, there is
fighting, drunk people causing problems for local businesses and residents, and the police and
fire department are frequently present. It is chaotic and unfortunately seems like a reasonable
preview of what this facility would bring to the area. These folks should be cared for and helped
out of the cold, but the lives of the people in the surrounding neighborhoods needs to be
considered as well. For more information on the sites being proposed and ongoing research:
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/2748/Homeless-Strategies-Workgroup-Meeting-In. Specifically
here are the local sites being considered (Some have been ruled out):
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/DocumentCenter/View/33692
Jeff Porterfield, Bellingham WA
The published criteria for a new location is "away from residential areas". This location is one
block away from the lettered streets neighborhood, 3 blocks from Whatcom Middle School and 4
blocks from Bellingham High School. It appears that this site does not fit this criteria.
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