This is an e-mail between Judge Charles Snyder and the Task Force Co-Chairs. The
national statistics cited are from the National Association of Drug Court Professionals.
Additional information can be found at this website: http://www.nadcp.org/learn/facts-and-figures
---------- Forwarded message ---------From: Charles Snyder <csnyder@co.whatcom.wa.us>
Date: Wed, Nov 25, 2015 at 10:55 AM
Subject: RE: One more time
To: Jill Bernstein <jbernstein020@gmail.com>
Cc: Jack Hovenier <jack@nicetiger.com>

Jill,
Here is the latest from the national research:
Nationwide, for every $1.00 invested in Drug Court, taxpayers save as much as $3.36 in avoided
criminal justice costs alone.
When considering other cost offsets such as savings from reduced victimization and healthcare
service utilization, studies have shown benefits range up to $27 for every $1 invested.
Drug Courts produce cost savings ranging from $3,000 to $13,000 per client. These cost savings
reflect reduced prison costs, reduced revolving-door arrests and trials, and reduced victimization.
In 2007, for every Federal dollar invested in Drug Court, $9.00 was leveraged in state
funding. In our case, that is primarily treatment funds.
Locally, it costs $80.00 per day, $560.00 per week, to house someone in our jail. We spend
$6.10 per UA test, the frequency of which vary by client and phase, but certainly not every day
for anyone. Some may be tested 4 or 5 times per week regularly, others once per week or
so. The total annual budget for the program is just over $539,000 (which is offset by the funds
received to provide treatment), I believe, and each client pays $15.00 per week to participate
(those fees aren't always paid each week, but must be paid to phase up).
The actual cost savings over jail is, therefore, dependent on the person, case, and how much time
they might have spent in jail if not in drug court. Those numbers are difficult to quantify
without a great deal of additional research.
I wish it was a simpler formula, but I can say that the nationwide numbers are consistent with
what was found by earlier Washington State research.
I hope that helps, let me know if I can be of further assistance. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving
holiday.

