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Roll Call Vote: Ayes-Bartel, Barton, Deshmane, Hansen, Jackson, Lund,
Moceri, Van Dalen; Abstain- Jefferson; (Ayes-8; Nays-0; Abstain-1). The
motion carried.

4

Mr. Mayberry responded with appreciation.

5
6
7
8

Commissioner Hansen reminded the other Planning Commissioners to view Dr.
McLaughlin's presentation on the basic fundamentals of the health of the river and the
ecosystem and how it relates to flooding. A link to the presentation was sent to the
Commission via email a few weeks ago.
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10

Approval of Meeting Minutes
Timestamp: 18:20

11

Commissioner Bartel moved to approve the meeting minutes from January 13,

12

2022.

13

Commissioner Deshmane seconded.

14
15
16

Roll Call Vote: Ayes-Bartel, Barton, Deshmane, Hansen, Jackson, Jefferson,
Lund, Moceri; Abstain- Jefferson, Lund, Van Dalen; (Ayes-6; Nays-0; Abstain3). The motion carried.

17
19
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Annual Business Meeting
Timestamp: 19:21
Election of Officers
The Chair invited nominations for the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair.

21
22

Commissioner Bartel nominated Commissioner Barton for Chair and Commissioner
Lund for Vice Chair.
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Commissioner Deshmane seconded.

24

Both nominees agreed to let their names stand.
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26

Roll Call Vote: Ayes-Bartel, Barton, Deshmane, Hansen, Jackson, Jefferson,
Lund, Moceri, Van Dalen; (Ayes-9; Nays-0; Abstain-0). The motion carried.

27

35

Business Rule Amendments
Timestamp: 23:09
The secretary provided an overview of the proposed amendments to the Business
Rules. Commissioner Bartel suggested an informal change to roll call votes, whereby
we rotate, through the names on the Roll Call Tally sheet so that Commissioners take
turns being the first called for roll call votes.
Timestamp: 31:39
Commissioner Bartel moved to rotate through the names of the Commissioners to
start each roll call vote, keeping the Chair as the final vote.

36

Commissioner Van Dalen seconded.

37
38

The chair ruled that if carried, the language added to the Business Rules will be
flexible.
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Call to Order
The virtual meeting was called to order by Whatcom County Planning Commission
Chair, Kelvin Barton at 6:31 p.m.

4
5
6

Roll Call
Present: Robert Bartel, Kelvin Barton, Atul Deshmane, Jim Hansen, Stephen Jackson,
Julie Jefferson, Kimberley Lund, Dominic Moceri, Scott Van Dalen

7

Staff Present: Mark Personius, Steve Roberge, and Tammy Axlund

8
9
10
11

Department Update
Mark Personius, Director of Planning and Development Services (PDS), welcomed the
two new Commissioners, provided a quick overview of the agenda, and gave brief
update on the legislative items before Council:

12
13

•

The marijuana regulations were adopted by the County Council Tuesday night.
The only change they made was to rename as cannabis rather than marijuana.

14
15
16
17

•

Both the tiny house amendments and the code scrub amendments were
reviewed by the committees approved for introduction by the council Tuesday
night. Public hearings on those will be held at the County Council meeting in two
weeks.

18
19

The Director then described the department's transition to a new permit software
system called EnerGov.

20
21
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23
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A Commissioner inquired about returning to in-person meetings. Mr. Personius
responded that County Council has requested Information Technology staff look into
the possibility of hybrid meetings, so constituents can participate in person and online.
He will provide updates as he receives more information. He noted that we need to
determine whether we have the technical capability for hybrid meetings at the
Northwest Annex.

26

Open Session Public Comment
There were no attendees for public comment.

27
28
29
30

Timestamp: 9:26

31
32

Bartel expressed appreciation for staff catching up on meeting minutes and for
providing them in a timely manner over the past year.
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37

Commissioner Deshmane moved to propose the following resolution of appreciation
for Commissioner Maberry: The Whatcom County Planning Commission would like to
acknowledge Jon Maberry for his service on the Planning Commission. On several
occasions Jon helped educate us on the unintended consequences of land use
regulations on the agricultural community. We appreciate you!

38

Commissioner Lund seconded.

34
35
36

Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Barton
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3

2

Roll Call Vote: Ayes-Bartel, Barton, Deshmane, Hansen, Jackson, Lund,
Maberry, Moceri; (Ayes-9; Nays-0; Abstain-0). The motion carried.

3

Timestamp: 37:10

4

Commissioner Lund moved to approve the Draft Business Rules as amended.

5

Commissioner Jackson seconded.

6
7

Roll Call Vote: Ayes-Bartel, Barton, Deshmane, Hansen, Jackson, Jefferson,
Lund, Moceri, Van Dalen; (Ayes-9; Nays-0; Abstain-0). The motion carried.

8
9

Other Comments or Concerns
None

1
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PDS and Planning Commission Roles and Responsibilities

11

Timestamp: 38: 10

12
13

Mr. Personius invited the new commissioners to introduce themselves and provide
some background. Each shared a little about themselves.

14
15
16
17

Steve Roberge, PDS Assistant Director, announced a short course scheduled for April
24th. Next he and Director Personius ran through the attached presentation regarding
PDS and Planning Commission roles and responsibilities. They opened the floor and
responded to Commissioner's questions.

18
19

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8: 11 p.m.

20

Minutes prepared by Tammy Axlund.

21

WHATCOM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION ATTEST:

22
23

Kelvin Barton, Chair

Taefmy Axlund, Secretary

Why is Planning Important?
• Protect the good things about your community
• Agree on a shared vision for the future of your community
• Identify community needs
• Identify strategies to implement the vision and meet needs

• Agree on local spending priorities
Build your sense of community

Why a Growth Management Act?
The GMA was adopted in 1990 as a statewide
planning framework to:

• Address uncoordinated development and
urban sprawl
• Manage threats to the quality of life in
Washington
• Require local planning, guided by state law, and
regionally enforced
State law: RCW 36.70A
Advisory recommendations: WAC 365-196

14 GMA Planning Goals
RCW 36.70A.020
•

Encourage compact urban growth

•

Maintain natural resource industries

•

Reduce sprawl

•

Retain open space, enhance recreation

•

Encourage coordinated,
multimodal transportation

•

Protect the environment

•

Encourage affordable housing

•

Encourage citizen participation

•

Encourage economic
development

•

Ensure availability of public facilities
and services

•

Protect property rights

•

Encourage historic preservation

•

Predictable permitting

•

Manage shoreline development*

“The land speaks first”
Natural resource lands, critical
areas
• All counties must designate and
conserve natural resource lands
of long-term commercial
significance.
• Agricultural lands
• Forest lands
• Mineral resource lands
• RCW 36.70A.170

All jurisdictions must
designate and protect
environmentally critical
areas. “Best available
science” must inform
regulations that protect the
functions and values of:
•

•
•
•
•

Frequently flooded
areas
Geologically hazardous
areas
Critical aquifer recharge
areas
Fish and wildlife habitat
conservation areas
Wetlands
RCW 36.70A.172

Planning Process-implementing GMA
Growth Management Act
(Washington State)

Countywide Planning Policies
(Whatcom County and cities)

Comprehensive Plan
(Whatcom County)

Comprehensive Plan
(Cities)

Zoning Code
(Whatcom County)

Zoning Code
(Cities)

Development/Construction

Allocating Population
Urban areas to contain most of new growth

• UGA size based on 20-year countywide population projections from
OFM
• Greater housing / job densities
• Efficient use of facilities/public dollars

Rural areas to maintain rural character
• Low-density development
• Rural service levels
• Agriculture/Forestry

“Buildable lands” counties
• must consider “reasonable measures” before expanding the UGA.

Required elements of a
GMA comprehensive plan
• Land Use: Land uses, stormwater planning, ground water, physical activity

• Transportation: Inventory, assessment of current and future needs, bicycle
and pedestrian component

• Housing: Identifies the character of residential areas, Inventories existing and
projected housing needs and types, Identifies sufficient land for all types of
housing

• Utilities: Inventory, assessment of current and future needs, coordination
between providers and land development.

• Capital Facilities: Inventory, assessment of current and future needs,

coordination of planning affordability analysis of serving the land use plan.

• Rural:(counties only): Define and protect rural character.
RCW 36.70A.070 and WAC 365-196

The plan must be coordinated and consistent
External consistency
• Countywide planning policies
• Adjacent jurisdictions

Internal consistency
• Is the plan based on the same set of assumptions? Do the
plan elements all tell the same story?
• Can adequate public facilities be provided with planned
development?

Adopting the comprehensive plan
Plan Adoption Process
• Public outreach early and often
• Review by Planning Commission
• Complete SEPA environmental review
• 60-days notice to state before adopting
• City or county council must adopt the comprehensive plan
• Transportation element to be certified by regional transportation
organization
Plan Updates and Appeals
• Can be amended only once per year
• Must be updated every 8 years
• Appealable within 60 days to a regional Growth Management
Hearings Board
www.gmhb.wa.gov

Development regulations implement the plan
and set standards for development
• Traditional zoning considers maximum densities and minimum lot sizes for
efficient land use. Form based codes focus on design details.
• Critical area regulations set buffers and restrictions in critical areas.
• Subdivision regulations set out the process for dividing land and ensure
“adequate provisions” for utilities, parks, schools, and other requirements of
development.
• Public works standards set out street widths and other standards related to
public facilities.
• Other regulations such as design standards, signs, landscaping, and parking
regulate appearance, health, and safety within the community.

Roles and Responsibilities
in the Planning Process

County

