
APPENDIX J 
 

DRIVEWAY INTERSECTION SIGHT  
DISTANCE GUIDELINES 

 
 

For driveway approach sight distance determination use the following sequence: 
 

1. Use “Sight Distance at Intersections”, table 6 Chapter 5.   Table source is 
WSDOT Design Manual.   This is the sight distance required for a passenger 
vehicle to turn left or right onto a two-lane highway and attain average running 
speed.  

2. If unable to obtain the sight distance in table 6 Chapter 5, due to topography or 
parcel limitations, and the predominant movement from the driveway is:  

A) A left turn, use AASHTO Exhibit 9-55 “Design Intersection Sight 
Distance-Case B1-Left Turn from Stop”,  or 

B) A right turn or crossing maneuver, use AASHTO Exhibit 9-58 “Design 
Intersection Sight Distance –Case B2-Right Turn from Stop and Case 
B3-Crossing Maneuver” (For grades 3% or less)*. 

3. If unable to obtain intersection sight distance per table 6, Chapter 5, in urban 
residential type developments where posted speed limits are 25 mph or less, 
stopping sight distance may be used for driveway approaches. (See table 4, 
Chapter 5) 

 
 
* The adjustment for the grade of the driveway approach is needed only if the rear 
wheels of the vehicle would be on an upgrade that exceeds 3% when the vehicle is at 
the stop line.   See AASHTO equation 9-1 for grades greater than 3%. 

 
 




