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FOOTHILLS SUBAREA PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR THE 5/19/09 MEETING
Memo Date:
May 22, 2009

To:
Foothills Subarea Plan Advisory Committee 

From:
Matt W. Aamot, Whatcom County Planning & Development 

At the May 19, 2009 meeting, the Foothills Subarea Plan Advisory Committee made the following decisions and recommendations:

1. Finding(s)  - The Committee recommended (4 in favor, 2 against) the following finding:
The Columbia Valley UGA boundary as recommended by the FSPAC in the DRAFT Foothills Subarea Plan (October 2007), is properly and appropriately sized to accommodate jobs, houses and open space required for an allocated population of 5000 people.
2. Policy Recommendation 1 – The Committee made (by consensus) the following policy recommendation:

If Whatcom County subsequently mandates that additional land is removed from the UGA as recommended by the Foothills Subarea Plan Advisory Committee, all removed land shall be placed in an urban reserve designation to meet future needs.
3. Policy Recommendation 2 – The Committee made (4 in favor, 2 against), the following policy recommendation:
If Whatcom County mandates that land is removed from the UGA, it is imperative that the County shall protect prime developable land within a district’s sewer service area on or prior to March 17, 2009. To accomplish this, land under consideration for removal shall be prioritized and removed in the order listed below, and placed in an urban reserve designation.

1. Parcels with critical areas exceeding 30% less than 5 acres

2. Partially developed parcels less than 5 acres

3. Undeveloped parcels less than 5 acres

4. Parcels with critical areas exceeding 30% less than 15 acres

5. Partially developed parcels less than 15 acres

6. Undeveloped parcels less than 15 acres

7. Parcels greater than 15 acres not in a sewer service district on or before March 17, 2009

8. Parcels greater than 15 acres where applicants or owners have not previously contacted PDS to develop or rezone for future development.

4. Policy Recommendation 3 – The Committee made (by consensus) the following policy recommendation:
Whatcom County should adopt a mixed use zoning in the Columbia Valley UGA with a minimum density of UR4 to provide for flexibility in the provision of housing and jobs commensurate with its allocated population for the planning period.
5. Economic Policies – The Committee recommended (4 in favor, 2 against), the following policies under Draft Foothills Subarea Plan Goal EC-4,which is to  “Provide for increased employment opportunities in the Foothills”:
Expand the land supply available for commercial and light industrial development in the Columbia Valley Urban Growth Area to reflect a jobs-to-population ratio that is greater than the ratio found within the unincorporated rural areas of Whatcom County in order to achieve appropriate levels of economic development to accommodate the existing and allocated population. 

Encourage economic development and promote economic opportunity at a scale commensurate to the existing and anticipated population.  Promote the retention and expansion of existing businesses and recruitment of new businesses through the provision of adequate land supply and appropriate zoning. Recognize regional differences impacting economic development opportunities and encourage growth in this area that has historically experienced insufficient economic growth pursuant to the economic development goals found in the Washington State Growth Management Act, RCW 36.70A.020 (5).
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