MEETING SUMMARY

Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Held 11-01-06

Agriculture Service Center

6975 Hannegan Rd

 (NRCS OFFICE)

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Members present: Chuck Antholt, John Gillies, Todd Jones, Ken Schilke, Russell Simonson, Tom Thornton, and Vicki Hawley.  Staff: Kraig Olason, PDS, Jessica Buer, PDS. Guests: Henry Bierlink, APC; Craig MacConnell, Coop Ext.; Gerrie Koops, WWU Graduate Student

1. Review of minutes. 

The minutes for the 03/08/06,03/29/06,04/12/06,05/10/06,06/14/06, and 07/12/06 meetings were reviewed. Ken motioned to approve all minutes.  Russell seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as written.

2. Public Comments
No public comments. 

3.    Agriculture Work Program Update
Kraig met with Henry Bierlink, Chuck Antholt, and John Belisle in October to discuss the process associated with establishing a County Agriculture Work Program.  In addition, PDS staff has met with Council several times to discuss different options and approaches to the Agriculture Work Program.

A handout detailing the proposed Agriculture Work Program was made available to committee members.  The handout stated that the County Council wants to focus on three primary issues: 1) reduce residential densities in areas of agriculture importance; 2) reduce the fragmentation and conversion of farmland; and 3) protect open space.  Kraig reviewed the proposed Ag. Work Program with the Committee, including the primary program objectives and timeline.

Two of the issues discussed were a possible UGA review pertaining to growth issues with cities and the effects on agriculture and the development of a TDR program for agriculture lands.  John Gillies inquired whether the timing of both projects would coincide so that project development would occur simultaneously.  John stated that the AAC should be considering these issues as “fair share growth”.

Henry stated his concerns regarding the proposed Agricultural Work Program budget.  He encouraged the Committee to write County Council a letter for increased funding.  Craig stated that the Committee should ask for the County ASR to review for specific fund details.  Vicki motioned to move forward with drafting a letter to Council.  Tom Thornton seconded the motion. The Committee approved the drafting of a letter to Council regarding the Agriculture Work Program budget.  Chuck agreed to draft the letter and send it forward to Council.

The possibility of a Technical Review Committee (TRC) was also discussed.  Kraig stated that the TRC would be solely devoted to agriculture issues.  He also stated that the Committee members would be appointed through the Executive’s office and would include seven to nine members.  Chuck asked that PDS staff circulate the proposed list of TRC members to the Committee.

4.   PDR Program Update

Kraig provided the Committee with a review of the PDR program’s current status.  Kraig stated that the IAC-WWRP Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) grant is waiting budget approval by the Governor in January.  The Joneli and Dickson Farm project is currently ranked tenth on the IAC-FPP list.

Kraig stated that the Dickson farm appraisal has been completed and the final appraised value is $170,000.  Kraig stated that the County may move forward and purchase the Dickson farm with CFF funds and NRCS –FRPP remaining funds from the 2004 contract.

Kraig discussed the option of melding the AAC and PDR committees.  A handout pertaining to this issue was made available to the Committee.  Kraig summarized the need to meld the committees due to low member turnout at meetings.  The issue will be discussed in further detail at the next meeting. 

5.   Agriculture/Rural Lands Study

Kraig stated that at the next two to three meetings the AG/Rural Lands Study will be a priority to be discussed in further detail.

Next meeting: December 6th at 3:00PM.


Signed,

Chuck Antholt, Chair
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