MEETING SUMMARY

Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Held 07-12-06

Agriculture Service Center

6975 Hannegan Rd

 (NRCS OFFICE)

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Members present: Chuck Antholt, Bill DeGroot, John Gillies, Todd Jones, Marty Maberry, Ken Schilke, Russell Simonson and John Steensma.  Staff: Kraig Olason, PDS, Jessica Buer, PDS. Guests: Henry Bierlink, APC; Dennis Rhodes, WCPDS; Craig MacConnell, Coop Ext.

1. Review of minutes. 

Minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting due to time constraints.

2. Public Comments
No public comments. 

3.    Ag Soils Work Session
Kraig provided the committee with a review of the past few month’s work pertaining to the Ag Soils Work Session.  He expressed to the committee the primary focus of today’s meeting was to confirm “viable” areas suitable for agricultural use in Whatcom County.  In addition, a second goal of the meeting is to review a supplemental agricultural processing text amendment in the Rural District.

Kraig presented a power point presentation to the committee pertaining to the final “viable” agricultural areas as decided by the committee over the last few months.  The power point presentation detailed the final areas and specific characteristics pertaining to each area (Custer R10, Loomis Trail R5, Harksell Rd R5, Guide/Aldrich R10 and R5, Ten Mile Rd R10, E. Badger Rd R10, Minniker Rd R10, South Pass Rd R10 and R5, Lawrence Rd R5, South Fork Nooksack R10 and R5).  Marty stated the need to focus on agricultural lands and be legitimate when reviewing these areas and making recommendation to Council.

The committee made a decision to leave out the South Pass and South Fork areas.  In addition the committee decided to modify the Minniker Rd. area by leaving out the heavily wooded, steep area along the hill.  A modification will be made following parcel boundaries.

Kraig stated that he will provide a new map to the committee including the agricultural zone so the committee can see how these areas buffer other protected agricultural lands.

Kraig and Henry stated that if might be helpful to gather county feedback on the final map.  This may be accomplished via public review meetings.

Todd motioned to approve the final map with the discussed modifications.  John Gillies seconded the motion and the committee approved the final map with the discussed modifications.  The committee will recommend the amended map to Council.

4.   Agricultural Processing in the Rural District

Kraig presented the committee with a draft of a supplemental agricultural processing text amendment for the Rural District.  The proposed text amendment is supplemental to the prior approved agricultural processing text amendment for the Ag Zone.  

Marty expressed his concerns regarding the need for adequate parking.  To account for this concern it was decided that the term “structure” be changed to “buildings”.  

With the aforementioned modification, John Steensma motioned to approve the supplemental text amendment.  Ken seconded the motion.  The supplemental text amendment was approved given the needed modification.

Next meeting: October 4, 2006 at 3:00PM.


Signed,

Chuck Antholt, Chair
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