MEETING SUMMARY

Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Held 06-14-06

Agriculture Service Center

6975 Hannegan Rd

 (NRCS OFFICE)

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Members present: Chuck Antholt, Bill DeGroot, John Gillies, Russell Simonson and Vicki Hawley.  Staff: Kraig Olason, PDS, Jessica Buer, PDS. Guests: Henry Bierlink, APC; Dennis Rhodes, WCPDS.

1. Review of minutes. 

No quorum, minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting.

2. Public Comments
No public comments. 

3.    Ag Soils Work Session
The committee continued to work through an exercise with Kraig’s assistance and the use of maps provided by WCPDS to determine which areas of the county were suitable for agricultural protection.  (The maps depicted parcel layers, APO soils, and a 2004 air photo.)  The committee also reviewed a table depicting each area’s (Laurel, Ten Mile, Custer-West, Custer-I5-East, Badger, Lawrence and Cherry Point HII) total acres, forested acres and total number of parcels less than five acres with a residence.  

Kraig stated that it is difficult to count on forested acres due to “wetness” or drainage issues.  Kraig stated that he would provide “wetness” acres at the next meeting.  

John expressed the need to overlay forested acres with prime farmland acres to find “possible” forested acres suitable for agriculture.

Kraig stated that he would include larger parcels on Minniker Road for review at the next meeting.  Kraig also stated that additional acres may be found in the Columbia Valley and the South Fork Valley.

Next meeting: July 12, 2006 at 7:00PM.


Signed,

Chuck Antholt, Chair
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