MEETING SUMMARY

Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Held 05-10-06

Agriculture Service Center

6975 Hannegan Rd

 (NRCS OFFICE)

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Members present: Chuck Antholt, Russell Simonson, John Gillies, Marty Maberry and Vicki Hawley.  Staff: Kraig Olason, PDS, Jessica Buer, PDS. Guests: Henry Bierlink, APC; Dennis Rhodes, WCPDS; Jeff Chaflant, WCPDS; Seth Cool, Conservation Northwest.

1. Review of minutes. 

No quorum, minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting.

2. Public Comments
No public comments. 

3.    Ag Soils Work Session
Following the April 12th meeting the committee continued to work through an exercise with Kraig’s assistance and the use of maps provided by WCPDS to determine which areas of the county were suitable for agricultural protection.  (The maps depicted parcel layers, APO soils, and a 2004 air photo.)  Kraig reviewed areas discussed at last month’s meeting.  In addition, Kraig presented a power-point pertaining to each area’s parcel characteristics including acreage and land use.

The committee reviewed areas of the county not discussed at last month’s meeting.  These areas include; Aldrich Road, West Lynden and Badger Road.

Following committee suggestions, notes have been made pertaining to suitable and unsuitable areas of protection.  Kraig stated that new maps would be made available to the committee at the next meeting for further review and comments.  In addition, a summary report on each area discussed will be provided to the committee at the next meeting.

4.   Agriculture Work Program

Dennis Rhodes stated that the current progress of the agriculture work program involves a scoping process that could possibly include public comment in the form of a “Farmer’s Forum”.  Dennis stated two program development goals: 1) to create a process that is acceptable to council and 2) to define the primary work program questions.

Next meeting: June 14th at 3:00pm.


Signed,

Chuck Antholt, Chair
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