MEETING SUMMARY

Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Held 04/16/08
Agriculture Service Center

6975 Hannegan Rd

 (NRCS OFFICE)

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Members present: Chuck Antholt, Vicki Hawley, Todd Jones, Tom Thornton, Susan Kirsch, Ken Schilke and John Gillies.  Staff: David Stalheim, PDS; Samya Lutz; PDS. Guests: Veronica Weisneski, PDR Oversight Committee; George Boggs, Cons.Dist. and Paul Grey, Farm Friends.

1. Review of minutes. 

No minutes available. The previous 2 meetings have not had a quorum, and no decisions have been made. 

2. Purchase of Development Rights Review
Veronica and John gave an overview of the current PDR process. Discussion continued about relative impact of PDR program considering broad goals of agricultural preservation in county. Most considered PDR ‘drop in bucket’, though still important tool. Are there opportunity costs to doing this program? Could money be better spent elsewhere – go further toward goal of preserving 100,000 acres of farmland? PDR alone cannot achieve this goal.
Prioritizing TDR program development got broad support. George suggested required purchasing of development rights upon rezoning. No additional density given, only bought through TDR program. David mentioned the cities are a critical partner – they need to step up to offer receiving areas. Paul mentioned Farm Friends is also working on TDR issue. 

Susan spoke of KCLT’s (Paul Schissler’s) efforts to explore idea of ‘resource land trust’ that could hold land & provide long-term leases back to farmers at affordable rates. She suggested Cluster requirements include provision that reserve tract is donated to trust (KCLT or WLT or other) that could ensure farming allowable/affordable. Currently some neighborhood CC&Rs effectively preclude farming in reserve tract area. 
3. Committee Membership
Idea floated to merge AAC with PDR Oversight Committee – PDR chair (Rod Ericson) is in support of this. Both committees are having difficulty getting new members to volunteer and get involved. AAC needs to look at make-up – is it possible to shrink size of committee? Would require change in current guidelines.
4. Memo to Executive and Council from David Stalheim (handout)
David discussed this agricultural program update given to Exec, and to be presented to Council on Ap 22. County still has a vacant agricultural senior planner position (Kraig’s). Paul mentioned that Snohomish County has one of the most successful ag programs, with 2 FT dedicated ag staff – it is a priority for them. David said if county can get this vacancy filled, they would have 2.0 FTE using a combination of staff. 
5. Whatcom-Labounty Soils issue
[USDA Soil #182] AAC discussed this issue at outset of APO. Soil contains clay, tends to be wet; only prime when drained. There are just under 18,000 acres (3.3% of county) of this soil in Whatcom County. 
John motioned to stick with previous decision, and not recommend these soils for inclusion in the APO. Ken seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

The AAC typically meets October – April, and as such, has no scheduled upcoming meetings. It will reconvene on an as-needed basis through the summer as timely issues arise that need to be addressed.
Signed,

Chuck Antholt, Chair
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