MEETING SUMMARY

Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Held 04-12-06

Agriculture Service Center

6975 Hannegan Rd

 (NRCS OFFICE)

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Members present: Chuck Antholt, Bill DeGroot, Ken Schilke, Russell Simonson, John Steensma and Vicki Hawley.  Staff: Kraig Olason, PDS, Jessica Buer, PDS. Guests: Henry Bierlink, APC; Dennis Rhodes, WCPDS.

1. Review of minutes. 

No quorum, minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting.

2. Public Comments
No public comments. 

3.    Ag Soils Work Session

Kraig stated that he had been working with staff at the County Planning Department to determine how many R5 and R10 acres are in Ag Open Space.  In addition to these findings he has been working to find out how many acres are signed into the FSA crop program.  Kraig informed the committee that there are roughly 31,000 acres out of 110,000 of R5 and R10 in Ag Open Space.

Kraig stated that it is important to consider how many acres will come from outside the Ag zone to accomplish the overall goal of 100,000 protected farmland acres?

Chuck and Ken stated that all parcels below Smith Road are not suitable for protection due to surrounding intensive uses and increased parcelization.

The committee worked through an exercise with Kraig’s assistance and the use of maps provided by WCPDS to determine which areas of the county were suitable for agricultural protection.  (The maps depicted parcel layers, APO soils, and a 2004 air photo.)  Kraig stated the importance of including all twelve PDR target areas into the areas suitable for farmland protection.  

Following committee suggestions, notes have been made pertaining to suitable and unsuitable areas of protection.  Kraig stated that new maps would be made available to the committee at the next meeting for further review and comments.  In addition, a summary report on each area discussed will be provided to the committee at the next meeting.

4.   Summer Sub-Committee

Kraig informed the committee of the need to establish a subcommittee for the summer months to address the agriculture work program.  He further stated that the subcommittee would meet once a month at the most.  Kraig stated that evening meetings could be an option.  Vicki stated the need to specifically detail the decisions to be made on the meeting agendas to spur attendance so decisions could be made.

5.  Email Disclosures

Kraig informed the committee that email disclosures might be an issue for the committee as email can be used in litigation.  Chuck advised Kraig to find out the specifics regarding this issue.  Kraig stated that he would research the issue further and get back to the committee at the next meeting.

Next meeting: May 10th at 3:00pm.


Signed,

Chuck Antholt, Chair
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