MEETING SUMMARY

Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Held 03-29-06

Agriculture Service Center

6975 Hannegan Rd

 (NRCS OFFICE)

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Members present: John Gillies, Todd Jones, Marty Maberry, Russell Simonson.  Staff: Kraig Olason, PDS, Jessica Buer, PDS. Guests: Craig MacConnell, Coop Ext., Henry Bierlink, APC.

1. Review of minutes. 

No quorum, minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting in the Fall of 2006. 

2. Public Comments
No public comments. 

3.    Agriculture Work Program

Kraig stated that an agriculture work program has been proposed to the County Council in response to the recent rural or agriculture related docket items.  Kraig provided the committee with a work program outline.  The committee reviewed the outline and provided comments/suggestions.

Marty suggested including the following statement in the work plan general purpose; “respecting property’s economic values”.  He asked that this be passed along to council.

Craig suggested including “current public policy statements” that apply to each docketed item.  Public policy statements should be made readily available to those involved in making decisions pertaining to the docketed items.

Kraig provided the committee with an ag program options handout.  The handout listed and defined three possible work plan options.  The committee reviewed the handout.

Craig stated that the work plan/program should be a long-term effort incorporating future needs.  Marty concurred by stating the importance of addressing the long-term goals for agricultural land such as “pulling out densities and compensating landowners”.  Marty also stated the need for a workable program at the time-of-sale.  Kraig stated that a bond and purchase at time-of-sale was a possible method to explore.

4.   Summer Sub-Committee

Kraig stated the need to possibly assign an AAC sub-committee for the summer months.  Todd stated that a sub-committee was a good idea.  The committee agreed that meetings would be scheduled as needed for the summer months.
Next meeting: April 12th at 3:00pm.


Signed,

Chuck Antholt, Chair
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