MEETING SUMMARY

Agriculture Advisory Committee Meeting Held 03-08-06

Agriculture Service Center

6975 Hannegan Rd

 (NRCS OFFICE)

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Members present: Chuck Antholt, John Gillies, Todd Jones, Ken Schilke, Russell Simonson, John Steensma, Vicki Hawley. Staff: Kraig Olason, PDS, Jessica Buer, PDS. Guests: Henry Bierlink, APC.

1. Review of minutes. 

The minutes for the 02-22-06 meeting were reviewed. Todd motioned to approve the minutes.  Ken seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as written.

2. Public Comments
No public comments. 

3.    Purchase of Development Rights Program Review – Final Comments

Chuck provided the committee with the final draft of the PDR program review.   Chuck informed the committee of an addition to the final draft pertaining to APO soils.  A few minor revisions were advised by Henry and overall the final draft was approved.  Chuck stated that he will ask the Natural Resource Committee if they would like an oral presentation regarding the PDR review. 

John Gillies motions to approve the PDR review. Todd seconds the motion.  Chuck stated that he would send the final draft to council, the PDR committee and Pete Kremen.


In reference to state purchase of development rights programs, Chuck provided a handout he received from George Boggs pertaining to a proposed Office of Farmland Preservation.  The proposed Office of Farmland Preservation originated from a November 2005 Washington Association of Conservation Districts recommendation.  The resolution would in part fulfill legislation passed in 2002 amending RCW 89.08 to establish an agricultural conservation easement program and account in the Washington Conservation Commission.


4.   APO Soils

John Gillies provided the committee with a handout listing the prime soils in Whatcom County.  The handout provided a comparison between APO, LESA and Prime Farmland Soils Groups.  John stated one particular fault with the list; Prime Farmland soils encompass APO and LESA soils but APO and LESA soils do not encompass all Prime Farmland soils.  

John stated that Prime Farmland soils are rated according to their chemical, physical and biological makeup.  LESA soils are rated according to site assessment and soil quality factors.  Currently in Whatcom County there are 179,130 Prime soils, 146,110 APO soils and 152,775 LESA soils.  

John informed the committee about an error on the handout.  LaBounty Silt Loam #93 should be labeled undrained and LaBounty Silt Loam #94 should be included in LESA instead of #93.

Kraig stated that a thorough review of the APO soils should be included in a long-term agricultural-related work program.  Chuck stated that he would formulate a letter to council in regards to the committee’s support for an agricultural-related work program and in addition will include the need to address APO soils.  Chuck also stated that he would appear at the Council meeting Tuesday, March 14, 2006 to serve as a representative of the committee in support of a work program.

5. Agriculture Mitigation Text Amendment

Two handouts pertaining to agricultural mitigation were made available to the committee by Kraig.  Kraig presented five possible mitigation methods to the committee.  Each method was discussed in detail and represented in a poster format.  Kraig stated that the primary issue associated with mitigation is no net loss; protecting something not protected.

Kraig informed the committee that most agriculture land mitigation programs were implemented by cities trying to maintain UGBs and open space.  John Gillies stated that for ag mitigation to work cities in Whatcom County need to be on board.

Next meeting: March 29th at 3:00pm.


Signed,

Chuck Antholt, Chair
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