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The Whatcom County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on a proposal to adopt a new Foothills Subarea Plan and related comprehensive plan and zoning amendments.  The Foothills Subarea Plan covers a portion of the east County including but not limited to the Columbia Valley, Kendall, Maple Falls, Glacier, forestry lands, rural lands, recreational developments, the North and Middle Forks of the Nooksack River, and a segment of the Mt. Baker Highway corridor.  The existing Foothills Subarea Plan does not include Deming. However, it is proposed that the subarea boundary will be modified to include Deming in the new Subarea Plan.  
Related comprehensive plan and zoning amendments that will also be considered at the Planning Commission public hearing are:
1. Repealing the 1988 Foothills Subarea Plan;

2. Amending Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan Policy 2AA-12, relating to light impact industrial land uses and zoning in the Columbia Valley Urban Growth Area (UGA);

3. Amending zoning text to prohibit single family dwellings and restrict duplex and multi-family development in the General Commercial zoning district of the Columbia Valley UGA;
4. Amending the zoning map by rezoning approximately 51 acres from Rural one dwelling/two acres (R(2)) to Small Town Commercial (STC) in Deming; and
5. Amending the zoning map by rezoning approximately 40 acres east of the Columbia Valley UGA from Rural Forestry (RF) to Rural one dwelling/ten acres (R(10)) for consistency with the existing Rural comprehensive plan designation.
For more information, you can access the Foothills Subarea Plan website at http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/pds/planning/FoothillsSubareaPlanUpdate.htm or contact Matt Aamot at (360) 676-6907.

This hearing will be held Thursday, June 10, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at Kendall Elementary School Gym, 7547 Kendall Road, Maple Falls, WA. The public is invited to submit written comments and/or attend the hearing to provide oral comments. Written comments may be submitted to:
Whatcom County Planning Commission

ATTN: Becky Boxx

5280 Northwest Drive

Bellingham, WA  98226

Email: PDS_Planning_commission@co.whatcom.wa.us

People with special needs or disabilities who will be attending the meeting are asked to contact our office at least 96 hours in advance so that we may make any needed accommodations.  Parking for disabled persons is available in front of the building.
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