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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Engage public in the process


Public Participation Overview

e Phase 1 November 2008

— Inform & receive feedback from the public

e Phase 2 February 2009

— Draft revisions to Comprehensive plan and zoning
changes
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We have bee working with the consulting firm MAKERS since June 2008 to update to the Comprehensive Plan Rural Element.  



Phase 1 is just wrapping up.

	mid September until now we have been focusing on informing the public and receiving as much feedback as we could



Phase 2 is starting 

	we are gathering the data that we received in phase 1

	 creating changes to the comprehensive plan and drafting LAMIRDs

	Mid February will be the next round of public meetings


Phase One

What iIs rural? What Is rural character?

— Meetings with targeted stakeholder groups
— Phone interviews

— Public meetings

— Extensive informational website

— Questionnaire
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Phase 1 

	feedback and inform the public

	this was done through:

		Stakeholder meetings

		Phone interviews

		Public meetings

		website	

		Questionnaire


Phase One

Targeted Stakeholder Meetings & Interviews

Agricultural community groups
Builders and real estate groups
City governments

Community groups

Education Institutions
Environmental groups

Water utilities

Fire districts

Tribal community
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We compiled a list of key stakeholders for the rural areas of the County. 

people that could represent a larger community group 

people that serve a portion of the County.



 The initial stakeholder list consisted of people in the following stakeholder groups:


Visioning Workshops

e November 12 & 13, 2008
e Mt. Baker & Meridian High Schools
Bellingham Public Library

e Main objectives for public meetings:

1. Educate
2. Feedback
3. Discussion
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There were three main objectives for these public meetings:

Educate the public on the Comprehensive plan update, the Rural Element, and LAMIRDs

Solicit feedback on the public’s vision for the rural areas of the County

Begin a discussion about the LAMIRD areas


Vision workshop



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 

Participants formed groups to work on a mapping exercise 

assigned appropriate land uses to a map of a hypothetical county. 


Forestry

Agricultural Lands lande

Crossroads

Freeway
Interchange

Bakerville

A traditional small town founded

in the early 19008

‘around 200, Bakenville currently has
asmall general store, a restaurant,
and a small pub surounded by
single-family homes.

Whatcom City Mineral

and densities with a population around 75,000 people.

It is the employment center of the region.
Lands

i
Regional Retai

(Over 60,000f¢)l

Low-density residential Agriculture
(5-acre lots or greater) (5-acre or greater)

Medium-density
residential
(.25 - 5 acre parcel)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each group had a base map that was a theoretical area of the County

showing rural areas, 

a city, 

a small rural town, 

resource lands, 

a freeway interchange at the intersection of an interstate highway and a state route, 

and a crossroads at the intersection of a state route and a county road. 



With the map, each group was given land use pieces to place on the map.  



Each group had to consider where different land uses were appropriate and where they were inappropriate. 



This exercise generated comments on what kinds of land uses are appropriate (or not) in various locations
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Whatcom 2031 - Rural Element Update Mapping Exercise Work Sheet Results—GROUPS

Mark whether each type of land use is appropriate in each area by marking "Y" for “Yes it is appropriate’ or "N’ for ‘No it is not appropriate’

Highway
=N - - P

Crossroads

Commercial

Pe 3 Interchange

Service N

Small retail N

Multiple small retail N

Medium retail N

Large retail N

Industrial

Regional retail M

-
—ouwl-owm 2o~ ocowm-0Ow=0W0
oo o oo o RN NCN N SN
PN L WS~ - L oo Mmoo

Warehouse/ Light Industry

Matural Resource Industry

Resource

Agriculture, Forestry,
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Other comments

Service includes
health services
community centers.

Bar or restaurant

Private seclor
should decide,

On edge of city??

Depends on the
industiry.

= NOMWLEONW=

In rural, if prime
farmland.

But 5-acre, 20-unit
makes no sense.

Accessory
hensing

Depends on the
small town.

Ve liKe cluster
wiright to farm.
Disagreement
over whether they
work. Needs
restructuring
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Visioning Map Exercise Summary

The results were summarized in a chart and will be taken into account when we draft any changes 



It is clear from the results of both the individual and group map exercise questionnaires that participants thought low-density residential and resource uses were acceptable uses for the rural areas.  

The groups thought natural resource industry and cluster subdivisions were also acceptable in the rural areas.  The overall preference was for medium retail, large retail, and regional retail to only be allowed in urban areas.  

Service and small retail were acceptable uses in small towns, highway interchanges, and crossroads.  

Multiple small retail was found to be an acceptable use in small towns and highway interchanges, but not in crossroads.  

The industrial uses got mixed results from the participants.  

Medium and high-density residential was found to be an acceptable use for small towns. 

Residential uses in crossroads and highway interchanges received mixed results.


Questionnaire Results

November 12 — December 8, 2008
240 responses

10 questions

Online and printable



1. Inrural areas of Whatcom County (areas not within urban or agricultural areas), would you say that development in the last

ten (10) years has been:

Too little

About Right

Too much

Don't know/not sure

Response
Percent

6.9%

28.3%

51.5%

71.3%

Comments:

answered question

skipped question

Response

Count

16
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People agree that there is too much development in the rural area


2, Rural Values There are many factors that contribute to the quality of life in rural Whatcom County including some listed
below. What factors do you value most?

Response Response
Percent Count

Small-scale agriculture 52.5% 125

Forested lands 68.5% 163

Privacy 49.6% 118

Natural environmental features 70.6% 168

Parks, trails, and open space 50.0% 119

Large lot development pattern 10.5% 25

Affordable land/housing 26.5% 63

Clean water and air 70.2%

Other (please specify) 21.4%

answered question

skipped question
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People valued:

Natural environmental features

Clean air and water

Forested lands


3. Threats to rural values. Which of the following do you believe has the potential to threaten quality of life in rural Whatcom

County?

More residential development

Environmental degradation

More commercial development

Heavier traffic

Do not know/not sure

Other (please specify)

Response
Percent

64.5%

53.8%

52.1%

56.8%

2.6%

26.1%

answered question

skipped question

Response
Count
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Threats to rural values 

Residential development

No surprise here, after seeing the results to question one, people see a threat to quality of life to be the increase in rural development. 

More residential development leads to heavier traffic and may lead to more commercial development.


4, Qver the next 20 years, identify which rural features are most threatened:

Small-scale agriculture

Forested lands

Privacy

Natural environmental features

Parks, trails, and open space

Large lot development pattern

Affordable land/housing

Clean water and air

Other (please specify)

Response
Percent

51.5%

52.4%

37.3%

59.2%

23.2%

12.0%

31.8%

56.7%

16.3%

answered question

skipped question

Response
Count

120

122

87
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 Threatened:

Environment, clean air and water

Small scale agriculture and forested land


5. What lot size would you consider to be “rural?”

1 acre or greater

10 acres or greater

2 acres or greater

20 acres or greater

5acres or greater

40 acres or greater

Response
Percent

13.5%

17.5%

14.0%

10.0%

38.0%

7.0%

answered question

skipped question

Response
Count

31

40

32

23
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Most people consider 5 acres to be rural. 


6. In rural portions of counties, the Washington Growth Management Act allows for “limited areas of more intensive rural
development” (LAMIRDs). Existing non-rural development like commercial uses or smaller-lot housing would be allowed in
those areas. What types of development should be included within those areas?

Response Response
Percent Count

High-medium density housing 28.7% 66

Retail centers 28.7% 66

Automotive services 23.9%

Public services (libraries,
community centers)

70.9%

Industrial (storage, manufacturing) 17.8%

Small stores 64.8%

Other (please specify) 25.2%

answered question

skipped question
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We got more specific here, asking people what they would like to see in LAMIRD areas.

People want to have access to public services as well as small stores.


= Website
e History & background

e Questionnaire

« Comment tracker

e Up to date meeting announcements
e Quick turnover In result posting
 Maps

e Contact information

TNV HATCcoOM 2031
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People are able to educate themselves

Hosted an online and printable versions of the questionnaire

Ability to post comments that were submitted

Meeting announcements 

We were able to post pictures and results to the web in a couple days after the meetings

Maps

Contact information


Phase Two

e Draft revisions to Comprehensive plan and
zoning changes

e Public meetings in February
e Extensive outreach
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