
Exhibit C-New Definitions to be added to Whatcom County Code 20.97 
 

 

Land disturbing activity: Any activity that results in a movement of earth or a 
change in the existing soil cover (both vegetative and nonvegetative) and/or the 

existing soil topography. Land disturbing activities include, but are not limited to 
clearing, grading, filling, and excavation. Compaction that is associated with 

stabilization of structures and road construction shall also be considered a land 
disturbing activity. Vegetation maintenance practices are not considered land-
disturbing activity. 

 
Native vegetation: Vegetation comprised of plant species, other than noxious 

weeds, that are indigenous to the coastal region of the Pacific Northwest and which 
reasonably could have been expected to naturally occur on the site. Examples 
include trees such as Douglas fir, Western Hemlock, Western Red Cedar, Alder, Big-

leaf Maple, and Vine Maple; shrubs such as willow, elderberry, salmonberry and 
salal; and herbaceous plants such as sword fern, foam flower, and fireweed. 

 
 

 
 
 

Definitions adopted from the 2005 Washington State Department of Ecology 
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington. 


