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MEMORANDUWM

TO: Seth Fleetwood, Council Chair
Members of the County Council
FROM: County Executive Pete Kremen — ~Zzalu..
DATE: September 9, 2009
RE: Revised UGA Recommendation

On August 18", | provided the Planning Commission and County Council with my
recommendations regarding Urban Growth Areas. Since that time, | have received valuable
public input and would like to respectfully submit a revision for the Birch Bay Urban Growth
Area.

The Birch Bay community has a cohesive vision for growth and residents have worked
collaboratively with the county to achieve their common goals and objectives. The 2004 Birch
Bay Community Plan was approved by the Whatcom County Council and reflects the vision of
the community. My initial recommendation did not achieve one of the principal parts of that
community vision, and | wish to take this opportunity to refine that recommendation.

The Birch Bay Urban Growth Area should include the planned town center node for the
intersection of Blaine and Alderson roads. The Community Plan envisioned having town center
nodes off the bay and waterfront areas. The southern node at Blaine and Alderson was designed
to serve the needs of the Birch Bay community in the southern portion of the Urban Growth
Area. Thus, this node should be included in the Urban Growth Area to fulfill the community
vision.

Public input and comments have been received on my proposal for virtually all of the Urban
Growth Areas. While I believe that the fundamental aspects of my recommendation are sound, it
is important that we ensure that we listen to and consider public comments, and make
adjustments before you take final action.

The following is a reflection of some issues and comments that have been received since release
of the proposal:

Birch Bay — In addition to the UGA revision, a provisional rezone (Ord. 2004-049) for General
Commercial and Urban Residential Mixed at the intersection of Blaine and Alderson Road has
proved difficult to implement based on the conditions in the ordinance. | recommend that the
Council consider revisiting this ordinance after completion of the UGA process.
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Blaine — Property owners with existing homes and smaller lots along Semiahmoo Drive believe
that extension of sewer into that area should be planned for various reasons including
environmental. Removal of that area from the UGA may impede sewer line extension.

Columbia Valley — A consistent standard for Urban Growth Area capital facility plans, and not
just Columbia Valley, has been raised as an issue.

Lynden — The city has proposed that the area planned for expansion include more people per
household and a lower market factor in order to allocate additional population to the Urban
Growth Area. The city has not proposed changes to their boundaries, but a higher allocation of
population to the same area.

Thank you for your consideration of my recommended adjustment, as well as your openness to
all public input as you continue the process of this growth management effort.

PK
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USE OF WHATCOM COUNTY’S GIS DATA IMPLIES THE USER’S
AGREEMENT WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT:

Whatcom County disclaims any warranty of ility or warranty
of fitness of this map for any particular purpose, either express or
implied. No representation or warranty is made concerning the accur-
acy, currency, completeness or quality of data depicted on this map.
Any user of this map assumes all responsibility for use thereof, and
further agrees to hold Whatcom Gounty harmless from and agalnst any
damaas. loss. or liahility arisina from anv use of this map.
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