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Fact Sheet

Project Title
Whatcom County (County) 10-Year Urban Growth Area (UGA) Review

Proposed Action and Alternatives

The Proposed Action is the 10-Year UGA Review of the Whatcom County
Comprehensive Plan as required by the Washington Growth Management Act
(GMA). The County considered the following No Action and Action alternatives for
review in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) based on State
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) rules, scoping, public workshop input, and
coordination with the cities.

No Action Current Comprehensive Plan Alternative. The No Action Current
Comprehensive Plan Alternative assumes growth similar to the adopted
comprehensive plan.

No Action Trends Alternative. The No Action Trends Alternative assumes future
growth that matches the historic pattern of urban and rural growth.

Action Alternative X. Action Alternative X would shift future growth from the rural
areas and resource lands into the UGAs and would continue to focus on Bellingham
as the primary employment and population center in the County. This alternative
would emphasize infill development in the existing UGAs and assumes that planned
densities would be achieved.

Action Alternative Y. Action Alternative Y would shift future growth from the rural
areas and resource lands into the UGAs to a lesser degree than Action Alternative X
or the adopted comprehensive plan. Growth would be shifted away from Bellingham
to other small urban areas. Densities would be similar to the patterns achieved in the
last 5 years.

This Final EIS studies the Executive Recommendations:

Executive Recommendations. The Executive Recommendations continue to consider
Bellingham as the primary employment and population center in the County, but also
allocate substantive growth to small urban areas to allow more efficient delivery of
public services and facilities and reduce future increases in vehicle miles traveled
compared to alternatives that focus more growth in Bellingham. Growth is primarily
allocated to urban areas, and growth allocated outside the UGAs is approximately
14% to 15% of total population growth. UGA boundaries are reduced in eight of the
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10 UGA s to better balance growth allocations and land capacity as well as to better
protect sensitive watersheds and agricultural resource lands. The Cherry Point
Industrial UGA is retained to recognize the unique nature of heavy industrial uses
and logical boundaries. The Lynden UGA is expanded.

UGA Reserve comprehensive plan designations are established for Bellingham,
Birch Bay, Columbia Valley, Everson, Ferndale, Lynden, and Sumas to allow for
future UGA expansion. UGA Reserves are adjacent and contiguous to a UGA and
appear to be suitable for future inclusion in the respective UGA if growth rates
change or if more detailed planning occurs documenting the need and
appropriateness of the land. UGA Reserves are either not warranted at present, based
on growth rates and land supply for the respective urban area, or they include areas
and resources that require conservation and protection before urban growth is
expanded.

Location

The proposal addresses population and employment growth allocations for the
County and land use designations and growth patterns in unincorporated Whatcom
County.

Proponent
Whatcom County

Date of Implementation
December 2009

Lead Agency

Whatcom County

Planning and Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive

Bellingham, WA 98226

Responsible Official

David Stalheim, Director

Whatcom County SEPA Official
Planning and Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive

Bellingham, WA 98226

Telephone: (360) 676-6907

Fax: (360) 738-2525

Email: PDS@co.whatcom.wa.us
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Contact Person

Matt Aamot, Senior Planner
Planning and Development Services
5280 Northwest Drive

Bellingham, WA 98226

Telephone: (360) 676-6907

Fax: (360) 738-2525

Email: PDS@co.whatcom.wa.us

Required Reviews and Approvals

Recommendations by the Whatcom County Planning Commission; adoption of
comprehensive plan and development regulation amendments associated with the
10-Year UGA Review by the Whatcom County Council; review by Washington State
Department of Commerce as required by GMA; and Whatcom Council of
Governments consultation and transportation element certification.

EIS Authors and Principal Contributors

The Final EIS has been prepared under the direction of Whatcom County Planning
and Development Services.

Principal Authors

ICF Jones & Stokes
710 Second Avenue, Suite 550
Seattle, WA 98104

(EIS management; Earth; Air Quality; Water Resources; Plants and Animals; Land
and Shoreline Use; Plans and Policies; Population and Employment; Cultural
Resources; Transportation; and Public Services and Utilities)

Contributing Authors

Whatcom County Planning and Development Services
(Land capacity analysis)

Whatcom Council of Governments
(Traffic modeling)

Berk & Associates

120 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 200
Seattle, WA 98122

(Population and employment forecasts)
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Henderson, Young & Company
8060 165th Avenue NE, Suite 220
Redmond, WA 98052-3935
(Capital facilities consultation)

Date of Final Environmental Impact Statement Issuance
The Final EIS was issued on October 23, 2009.

Date Final Action Is Scheduled by Lead Agency

The County plans to take final action on the 10-Year UGA Review no later than
December 1, 2009.

Previous Environmental Documents

Prior environmental review was conducted during the preparation and amendment of
the comprehensive plan over the last 10 years as documented below.

= Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, Foothills Subarea Plan.
December 19, 2008. Prepared by Whatcom County Planning and Development
Services.

= Final Environmental Impact Statement for the City of Bellingham; Bellingham
Urban Growth Area; Five-Year Review Areas; and Whatcom County Urban
Fringe Subarea Plan. July 1, 2004. Issued by Whatcom County and the City of
Bellingham.

=  Final EIS for the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan. September 1996.
Prepared for Whatcom County by Berryman & Hennigar.

Relevant information from these documents was incorporated in this EIS, where
appropriate. This EIS incorporates by reference the Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement, Foothills Subarea Plan, December 19, 2008, which
contains environmental analysis of the proposed Foothills Subarea Plan. Similarly,
the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the City of Bellingham; Bellingham
Urban Growth Area; Five-Year Review Areas; and Whatcom County Urban Fringe
Subarea Plan, July 1, 2004, is incorporated by reference. All components of these
documents are incorporated, with the exception of land capacity analyses,
socioeconomic information, and cumulative countywide analyses, which are updated
in this EIS.

Location of Background Information

See Lead Agency and Responsible Official Address above. Additional information
about the Comprehensive Plan Update can be found on the County’s web site at
http://www.whatcomcounty.us/pds/2031/.
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Final Environmental Impact Statement Availability

The Final EIS is available on the County’s web site at
http://www.whatcomcounty.us/pds/2031/.

Paper copies of the Final EIS may be purchased for approximately $100 plus tax.
This cost could be reduced, depending on how many color pages are printed and
whether the appendices are printed. A compact disc copy of the document may be
purchased for $10.00. Final costs will be based on the actual print cost. See “Lead
Agency and Responsible Official Address” above.

Reference copies are also available at Whatcom County libraries shown below:

Bellingham Library
210 Central Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98227

Blaine Library
610 3rd Street
Blaine, WA 98230

Lynden Library
216 4th Street
Lynden, WA 98264

Deming Library
5044 Mount Baker Highway
Deming, WA 98244

- October 2009






Table of Contents

FACt SNEEL ..o FS-1
Chapter 1. SUMMAIY.......cooeiiieiieccee s 1-1
1.1.  Purpose of Proposed ACHON ..........ccccereeieeeeeenieeenns 1-1
1.2.  State Environmental Policy Act Process........cccvvvvvvrerinnnnes 1-2
1.3, Public INVOIVEMENL.......coiiiiicrerce e 1-3
1.4. Proposed Action, Alternatives, and Objectives .................. 1-5
1.4.1. Proposed Action and Alternatives .............c.ccccuevnee. 1-5
1.4.2. ODJECHIVES ..o 1-6

1.5.  Major Issues, Significant Areas of Controversy and
Uncertainty, and Issues to be Resolved...............ccccvvnnee. 1-6
1.6.  Summary Matrix of Impacts and Mitigation Measures......... 1-7
1.7.  Significant Unavoidable Adverse Impacts...........c.cccvenee. 1-44
170 Earth e 1-44
1.7.2. AIr QUANILY ..o 1-44
1.7.3. Water Resources (Surface and Ground)................ 1-45
1.7.4. Plants and ANIMalS ........ccocvvvnniriennnnneeieeen, 1-45
1.7.5. Land and Shoreline USe........ccccocvrvrerennnirirernnnn, 1-46
1.7.6. Plans and POlICIES ..........ccouerrrrniriensricciin, 1-46
1.7.7. Population and Employment ............cccocovvvevrrrnne. 1-47
1.7.8. Cultural RESOUICES......cvererirerereeiiiiireeereeenns 1-47
1.7.9. TranSportation.........cccoevreereennieessne e 1-47
1.7.10. Public Services and ULilities............c.cocourvrrrvrrenn. 1-48
1.8. Format of Final Environmental Impact Statement............. 1-49
Chapter 2. ARErnatives ... 2-1
2.1, INTOAUCHION ..o 2-1
2.2.  Purpose of the 10-Year UGA REVIEW .........cccvcvvvrrreircecennn. 2-1
2.3.  Description of the Plan Area .........cccccovvvvvvnnnsssens 2-2
2.4.  Environmental REVIEW ... 2-5

2.4.1. Purpose of the Final Environmental Impact

StAtEMENT......cviie s 2-5
2.4.2. SCOPE Of REVIEW ... 2-6
2.5.  Growth Management Act and SEPA Process..........c...c..... 2-6
2.5.1. Public Review Opportunities ...........cccceeerereererernnnn, 2-7

i

i
October 2009



Final Environmental Impact Statement

2.5.2. Prior Environmental REVIEW ..........cccccevevviveveeinnianas 2-8

2.5.3. Current SEPA ProCeSS .......cccevveivevivieieieiieiienanens 2-9

2.5.4. Phased REVIEW..........cccccvcveevvvieeeeiceee e 2-10

2.5.5. SEPA/GMA Integrated Process...........ccoveeerennnns 2-10

2.6. Description of the Proposal and Alternatives.................... 2-11

2.6.1. Proposal ODJECLIVES.........ccevurrrrirreeeeeeeenenes 2-11

2.6.2. Description of AIRErNAtives.........ccccvveeeeeeeereenes 2-12

2.7. Alternatives Considered but not Carried Forward.............. 2-35

2.8, Future AIErNAtiVES .......cocovvirrereiiicceee e 2-36

2.9.  Other Planning ProCeSSES.........ccovvvvrrrrrrisesisrsrsieiereerereens 2-36
2.9.1. Benefits and Disadvantages of Delaying

the Proposed ACHION .........ccccceveeecccceeeeeeenns 2-39

Chapter 3. Executive Recommendations Analysis........... 3-1

3.1, EAMh.cc e 3-2

3.2, AN QUANILY ..o 3-3

3.3, WaLer RESOUICES. .....cveiiericieeciee e 3-3

3.4. Plants and AnIMalS..........ccccovveiiiiiiieieisceeecee s 3-6

3.4.1. Vegetation .....cccceveveeeceecccceeeee e 3-6

3.4.2. FiSN SPECIES .....cveveverrieieieieieieeeeee e 3-6

3.4.3. WIlIIE c..vcveviiciceeccce e 3-7

3.5.  Land and Shoreline USE...........cccevvveeiiiniccieniccecese e, 3-7

351, LANA USE ...cviviiciecicecice et 3-7

3.5.2. Conversion 0f USES ........ccccvvrivvieeiiiisiceieniseeenn, 3-7

3.5.3. Changes in Activity Levels and Patterns.................. 3-8

3.5.4. Land Use Compatibility..........ccccoeeeeeeeceernennnn. 3-8

3.5.5. ShOreling USE.......c.ccviviriiriiieiiceecesseee e, 3-8

3.6.  Plans and POlICIES .........ccccevvvieiiiiicce e 3-9

3.6.1. Growth Management Act Planning Goals................ 39

3.6.2. Urban Growth Ar€as.........cccevvveeivrisreereinsieeieinsnanns 39

3.6.3. Resource Lands ........ccccocevevvvicieiniiecinseeees 3-11

3.6.4. Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan Vision........3-13

3.7.  Population and Employment............cccccovvirnrnnnininnnenn 3-13

3.8, CUltUral RESOUICES .......ccveveiirerireisieiee e 3-17

3.9, TranSpPoration ........ccccoevereereriieieieieresesesesss s 3-18

3.9.1. IMPACES....cviiieiiiiiieire e 3-18

3.9.2. Mitigation MEASUIES .......cccevererererrrererererernrnrereeenns 3-28

3.10. Public Services and ULIILIES .........cceveervrveeeriiiieiisiiinns 3-31

3.10.1. POliCE SEIVICES......cocvieireriireiciee e 3-31

- ii
Whatcom County 10-Year Urban Growth Area Review L=

Environmental Impact Statement




Contents

3.10.2. Fire and Emergency Medical Services ................ 3-32
3.10.3. Parks and Recreation ...........cccooevevevevvereirnsnnnanns 3-35
3.10.4. SCROOIS.......cocveviiiricci e 3-36
3.10.5. Water SYStEMS ..o 3-37
3.10.6. WaSIEBWALET ........cocoverecreiiecicieeeee e 3-39
3.10.7. STOrMWALEN ......ocvveveeiicieiieciereee e 3-40
3.10.8. SOlid WaSLE .......cccocevrerivierecicecee e 341
3.10.9. Power, Gas, and Telecommunications................ 3-41
3.11. Mitigation MEASUIES......cccovviiiieiieieie s 3-42

Chapter 4. Clarifications or Corrections to Draft EIS

INfOrMation ..........ccocevvviic e, 4-1
4.1. Draft EIS Chapter 1 SUMMAry ........cccocovvvvvrvrirnsiereeenennns 4-1
4.2. Draft EIS Chapter 2 Alternatives ...........cccoeveveveererereeenennns 4-1
4.3. Draft EIS Chapter 3 Suitability Analysis .........cccccovrrirenen. 4-2
4.3.1. Bellingham .........cccooeeinniiennrieeesseees 4-2
4.3.2. BIrCh BaY......coovoioiiiiiesseee s 4-2
4.3.3. BlAING ..o 4-3
4.3.4, BVEISON ...ccviiiiiiii i 4-4

4.4. Draft EIS Chapter 4 Affected Environment, Significant
Impacts, and Mitigation MEasures ............ccccvvrrrrerereennns 4-4
4.4.1. Section 4.1 Earth.......cocovveiinicseeeeee s 4-4
4.4.2. Section 4.2 Air QUAlity........cccovveieerereriierireriieieieenn, 4-4
4.4.3. Section 4.3 Water RESOUICES........ccocveeeeeereieenn, 4-5
4.4.4, Section 4.4 Plants and Animals.........cccccervrvrernininnnn, 4-8
4.4.5. Section 4.5 Land and Shoreline Use..........ccccovvvnene. 4-8
4.4.6. Section 4.6 Plans and POlICIES.........ccccvveeeiririnnes 4-9
4.4.7. Section 4.7 Population and Employment ................. 4-9
4.4.8. Chapter 4.8 Cultural RESOUICES........ccoverrrerrrernnnes 4-11
4.4.9. Chapter 4.9 Transportation .........c.ccceceeeeerereereenes 4-12
4.4.10. Chapter 4.10 Public Services and Utilities ........... 4-13
4.5. Draft EIS Chapter 5 References .........ccocoeeeeeeceennnnn. 4-60
Chapter 5. Comments and RESPONSES.........ccceveervrierennn 5-1
5.1, Public COMMENLS.......cccoviiiiiiirs s 5-1
5.2. Responses to COMMENS.........cccourreeierinnieenerseeeseieeas 5-3
5.3. Letters Received After the Comment Period..................... 5-46

iii
October 2009



Final Environmental Impact Statement

Chapter 6. ReferencCes........ccvviveiiieiicciescee e, 6-1
6.1.  Printed REfEreNCeS. .....ccovviveviriieeesceee s 6-1
6.2.  Personal CommUNICALION ........ccovvvvrvirernirrnirieeesrces 6-2
Chapter 7. Distribution List and Notice of Availability ..... 7-1
7.1, DIStADULION LISE......cviveieiereiiiiiiriniiss s 7-1
7.1.1. Federal Agencies, Tribal, State and Regional
AGENCIES ..ot 7-1
7.1.2. Cities and Neighboring Planning Departments........ 7-3
7.1.3. Public Services and ULIlities.........ccccoevvereenennnnn. 7-3
7.1.4. Commissions and County Departments .................. 7-6
7.2.  Notice of Availability .............ccoervviiseeceeee e 7-6
Tables
Table 1-1. Summary Matrix of Impacts and Mitigation Measures ...........ccccceeevrvrerernnnns 1-8
Table 2-1. Key Feature Comparison by ARErNative ..........cccoeervrireensnnreceeeeenn, 2-13
Table 2-2. Alternative Population Allocations—2008 and 2031............cccceevvvnnireenne 2-14
Table 2-3. Alternative Population Growth Shares—2008 and 2031..........ccccccvvirrnee. 2-15
Table 2-4. Alternative Employment Allocations—2008 and 2031............ccccvvevriiennnns 2-19
Table 2-5. Alternative Employment Growth Shares—2008 and 2031.........c.cccccovevnnee. 2-19
Table 2-6. Land Demand - Executive Recommendations—Potential
Additional Development in Urban Growth Areas (Net ACres) .......c.c.coe.... 2-24
Table 2-7. Residential Land Capacity Results—Surplus or (Deficit) Net Acres............ 2-25
Table 2-8. Employment Land Capacity Results—Surplus or (Deficit) Net Acres.......... 2-25
Table 2-9. Urban Growth Area Boundary Changes (Gross ACIeS).........ccuvvvrireerenns 2-29
Table 2-10. Agricultural Lands in Urban Growth Area (Gross ACres) ........ccovevevrreene. 2-29
Table 2-11. Density ASSUMPLion COMPANSONS ......cvevevrvrveerererersisisssssererssssssssssesesesenns 2-33
Table 2-12. Proposed Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan Amendments............... 2-33
Table 3-1. Impervious Surfaces Comparison by Alternative (ACreS) ........ccoveevirvnnen. 3-4
Table 3-2a. Executive Recommendations UGA Sizing Status..........cccoerervrvreririnrninnns 3-10
Table 3-2b. Executive Recommendations with UGA and UGA Reserve Sizing Status 3-10
Table 3-3. Agricultural Land Criteria EValuation ... 3-12

- iv
Whatcom County 10-Year Urban Growth Area Review L=

Environmental Impact Statement



Contents

Table 3-4a. Executive Recommendations—Residential Land Capacity Review (UGAs)3-14
Table 3-4b. Executive Recommendations—Residential Land Capacity Review

(UGAS and UGA RESEIVES) .....cucueviiriiiiiieieteisissssere e ssssesesesssssssnns 3-14
Table 3-5. Executive Recommendations Job Growth Shares by Sector..................... 3-15
Table 3-6. Executive Recommendations—-Employment Land Capacity Review........... 3-16
Table 3-7. Executive Recommendations—Jobs/Population Balance by

Urban Growth Area and Rural Study Area...........ccocovvienenniennennenns 3-17
Table 3-8. County Roadways with Projected Segment Deficiencies by 2031 ............. 3-20
Table 3-9. Projected Roadway Segment Deficiencies by 2031..........cccoovvvevrnininnns 3-25
Table 3-10. Impact of Alternatives on State Highways by 2031 ........ccccceevvvivivcniivennnn, 3-26
Table 3-11. Location of State Highway Segments Exceeding LOS Standard............... 3-27
Table 3-12. Forecast Countywide Population and Vehicle Travel...........cccocvvveevennee. 3-28
Table 3-13. Recommended Roadway Improvements by 2031 ........ccccovvvvveeececnnnnns 3-30
Table 3-14. Executive Recommendations—Police ServiCes ...........oovvniininnienns 3-32
Table 3-15. Fire District Level of Service AnalySis 1.........cocovveerrnnnieecesnnneenn 3-33
Table 3-16. Executive Recommendations—Parks and Recreation .............c.ccccovevennnee. 3-35
Table 3-17. Whatcom County School District Estimated Enroliment and

Capacity in Affected School Districts—2031 Executive Recommendation 13-36
Table 3-18. Urban Water Level of Service Requirements Analysis for 2031................. 3-37
Table 3-19 Sewer Level of Service Analysis for 2031 ........cccovvvrieernnnrceenninens 3-39
Table 4.3-1. Mapped Streams within or adjacent to Cities/lUGAs in Whatcom County ....4-5
Table 4.7-19.  No Action Current Comprehensive Plan—-Jobs/Population Balance by

UGA and RUral StUAY ATBa........cvverererirerisisisisisieieeess s esesesesens 4-10
Table 4.7-28.  Action Alternative X—Jobs/Population Balance by Urban Growth Area

and RUral StUAY ATa.........c.cvvviiiereirierisseeree et 4-10
Table 4.7-29.  Action Alternative Y-Residential Land Capacity ReVIeW ............ccccevevnen. 4-11
Table 4.7-32.  Action Alternative Y-Jobs/Population Balance by Urban Growth Area

and RUral STUAY AT€a.........ccvveiririeiriieres e 4-11
Table 4.8-2b.  City of Bellingham Local Historic Register Buildings............c.ccvveeriennnn. 4-12
Table 4.10-1.  Sheriff's Office FACIIIES...........coovvreiriiriieicse s 4-13
Table 4.10-2.  Emergency Operations Office SPace........cccovvvvvreeeiiiiecess s 4-14
Table 4.10-3.  Jail FaCility INVENLOIY ......cccvvveveriesiccce e 4-14

[y ]

v
October 2009



Final Environmental Impact Statement

Table 4.10-6.

Table. 4.10-7.

Table 4.10-10.
Table 4.10-11.
Table 4.10-12.
Table 4.10-19.
Table 4.10-22.
Table 4.10-23.
Table 4.10-24.
Table 4.10-25.
Table 4.10-26.

Table 4.10-27.

Table 4.10-29.
Table 4.10-31.
Table 4.10-32.
Table 4.10-32.
Table 4.10-34.
Table 4.10-35.
Table 4.10-36.
Table 4.10-37.
Table 4.10-40.

Table 5-1.
Table 5-2.
Table 5-3.

Sheriff's Office (Unincorporated County) Level of Service

REQUIrEMENTS ANAIYSIS ..o 4-15
Emergency Management Level of Service Requirements Analysis........... 4-16
Fire FaCIlitieS INVENIOIY ......cccvviviicccse e 4-17
Fire District Level of Service AnalysiSl.........ccoovvveinviieeesseisseerenn, 4-19
Current Developed Park INVENLOTY ..........cccceeieivieinininrirsssse e 4-21
Bellingham School District Current Enrollment Capacity .............ccoeveveeee. 4-26
Lynden School District Current Enrollment Capacity ..........cccoeevrereeenene. 4-28
Meridian School District Current Enrollment Capacity .........c.cccocvvveeeenene. 4-28
Mount Baker School District Current Enrollment Capacity ............c.ccc....... 4-30
Nooksack Valley District School District Current Enrollment Capacity ...... 4-31
Whatcom County School District 2015 Level of Service Analysis:

StUAENt CAPACILY .....vvveveecicceee e 4-32
Whatcom County School District 2031 Level of Service Analysis:

StUAENt CAPACILY ...vvvevevivereiririiecete s 4-33
Water System Inventory (Serving UGAS) .......cccocvivieririinnnnsssseeeeens 4-39

Population Comparison: Water Plans and Regional Growth Alternatives.. 4-41

Level of Service Standards...........ccovenncnieeees 4-43
Urban Water Level of Service Requirements Analysis for 2031................ 4-43
Sanitary SEWET INVENTOMY.........ccerrrrreeeereerrereeere s 4-48
Level of Service Standards...........ccooeienneeeesee 4-52
Sewer Level of Service Requirements Analysis for 2015 ...........ccccceeevenee. 4-52
Sewer Level of Service Requirements Analysis for 2031 ..o 4-53
Solid Waste FaCility INVENTOTY.........cooivrieriieeieseesesess 4-58
Public Comments RECEIVEM............occiiriiieiceeeeee e 5-2
RespoNSeS t0 COMMENTS .....c.vvvviiririeiriee e s 5-3
Late LEtterS LiSt........cviieieicecee s 5-46

- vi
Whatcom County 10-Year Urban Growth Area Review L=

Environmental Impact Statement



Contents

Figures

Figure 2-1.
Figure 2-2.
Figure 2-3a.
Figure 2-3b.
Figure 2-4.
Figure 2-5a.
Figure 2-5b.
Figure 2-6.
Figure 2-7.
Figure 3-1.

ACKal BASE MAP ....vvviiicccee st 2-3
Comparison of Total Population: 2008 and 2031 Alternatives.............ccccevene. 2-16
Comparison of Population Growth by Alternative..............ccccevveiercinninnnnn 2-17
Comparison of Population Growth Share by Alternative ..........cccoeeerviriinnne, 2-18
Comparison of Total EMPIOYMENL ... 2-21
Comparison of Employment Growth by Alternative..............coocovvverneennene 2-22
Comparison of Employment Growth Share by Alternative .........cccccocovvennee. 2-23
Urban/Rural Areas—Current and PropoSed...........cccvveeveienenniennieneenns 2-31

Executive Recommendations Comprehensive Plan Alternative Land Use......2-37

Projected Deficient Roadway Segments by 2031..........ccooeovveniinninennnnns 3-23

Appendices

Appendix A:
Appendix B:

Fiscal Assessment of Comprehensive Plan Alternatives

Transportation Data

Appendix C: Alternative Growth Estimates by Service Provider

Acronyms

CERB

Co

County
CPSGMHB
CPTED
CWPPs
DNS

DS

Community Economic Revitalization Board

carbon monoxide

Whatcom County

Central Puget Sound Growth Management Hearings Board
Crime Prevention through Environmental Design
Countywide Planning Policies

Determinations of Non-Significance

Determination of Significance

vii
October 2009



Final Environmental Impact Statement

Ecology Washington State Department of Ecology

EDI Economic Development Initiative

EIS Environmental Impact Statement

EMS Emergency Medical Services

EOC Emergency Operations Center

EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

ESD Washington State Employment Security Department
GHG greenhouse gas

GMA Growth Management Act

GMCC Growth Management County Council

1&l inflow and infiltration

LAMIRD Limited Areas of More Intensive Rural Development
LID Low impact development

LOS level of service

mgd million gallons per day

MOA memorandum of agreement

MOU Memorandum of Understanding

NDPES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
NFPA National Fire Protection Association

NVD Nooksack Valley Disposal

OFM Office of Financial Management

OSPI Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
Plan Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan

PUD Public Utility District

RCW Revised Code of Washington

RPAs reasonable and prudent alternatives
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SEPA

SR

SSC

TAG

TIP

UGA

VIC

VIC

VMT

WAC

WCOG

WSP

Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement

State Environmental Policy Act
State Route

Sanitary Service Company
Technical Advisory Group
Transportation Improvement Program
Urban Growth Area

volume to capacity

volume to capacity

vehicle-miles traveled

Washington Administrative Code
Whatcom Council of Governments

water system plans
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