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LAND USE - ACTION PLAN
Regulatory Changes
Overall Land Use

1. Refer to a technical advisory committee to review the following:
¢ Redundant regulations
Unnecessary regulations
Regulations that could be replaced by incentive programs
Regulations that could be replaced by education programs
Regulations which serve to protect the public welfare, health, and safety
Regulations that prohibit fair, timely and well publicized review

2. Draft and propose regulatory changes to implement the recommendations from this plan
and give serious consideration to recommendations from advisory committees appointed
by the County Executive or County Council.

3. Propose zoning ordinance changes to designate and develop guidelines and policies and
appropriate regulatory amendments to accompany Business/Industry Parks and
Crossroads Commercial designations.

4, Design, present, and adopt a creative land use regulatory program which utilizes such
innovative techniques as cluster development, purchase of development rights, transfer of
development rights and mitigation banking.

5. Revise the zoning ordinance to:
e Include a new zone designation(s) for business/industrial parks possibly as a
supplement to the existing LIl zone
¢ Incorporate Master Planned Resort Guidelines and develop specific locational criteria
for Master Planned Resorts
¢ Include development standards for the Guide Meridian Corridor

6. Undertake a limited planning process for exclave parcels and incorporate the results along
with the Newhalem-Diablo area plans in the Foothills and South Fork Subarea Plans.

Education

7. Design and produce presentations, written materials and other programs to educate
citizens on the value of preserving the assets of the community and each individual's
responsibility to preserve those assets.

Incentives

8. Establish a committee comprised of citizens, local officials, including one or more Planning
Commissioners, and land development experts to design a set of economic incentives for
property owners to voluntarily reduce density on their property, and to encourage
protection of valuable open space identified on the Open Space Map.
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10.

Undertake complete and programmatic environmental review for identified growth areas to
facilitate urban and industrial development.

Monitor the results of incentive programs on an annual basis to ensure desired results are
achieved and produce a report outlining results of the programs.

Subarea Plans

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Revise county subarea plans to incorporate urban growth area boundaries as identified in
this plan, ensure consistency with this plan, and eliminate any redundancy in policy.
Continue to implement existing subarea plan action items that are consistent with this
plan.

Examine alternatives for meeting the transportation and utility needs for Sudden Valley.
Update the Blaine-Birch Bay Subarea Plan to re-evaluate the amount and location of area
designated as resort commercial and multiple family, and the total amount of land

dedicated to urban land use in light of available water and sewer supplies.

Continue the industrial land supply study, identify appropriate additional industrial land_in
the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan and update subarea plans accordingly.

When completed, review the Comprehensive Flood Hazard Management Plan to ensure
consistency with land use plans and regulations.

Citizen Involvement

16.

17.

Establish Council appointed subarea citizens' committees to participate in the updating
and review of subarea plans.

Improve methods of notification to affected property owners of land use decisions.

Timing/Review

18.

Using the Growth Management Oversight Committee, establish a methodology for land
supply and urban growth area boundary review.

Urban Growth Areas

19.

20.

| 21.

Using the Growth Management Oversight Committee, develop a cooperative approach to
Geographic Information System use with all the cities and interested special districts
which may include regular user meetings, cooperative funding, and data needs.

Work with the City of Blaine to establish a project review process for development within
Blaine’'s UGA that ensures consistency with Blaine’'s Comprehensive Plan and
development regulations and standards.

Adopt and maintain County lew-densityrural-zoning for the Blaine UGA which would allow
urban densities to develop only in conjunction with annexation or a commitment to annex
within a very specific timeline and under very specific conditions.
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23.

24.

25.

27.

28.

Work with the City of Blaine to develop an appropriate level of regulation to adequately
protect the Drayton Harbor watershed. Cooperate with the City in enforcing these
regulations.

Work with all cities to ensure limitation of development in floodplains within their UGAs.
Establish a time frame and process to work with the City of Everson and land owners to

develop an environmentally safe plan to facilitate conversion of mineral resource lands
adjacent to Everson to urban or rural land uses.

Work with cities Blaine,—Everson—Lynden—Nooksack-and-Sumas-to develop regulations

that assure compatibility of uses adjacent to resource lands.

Develop a time frame and process to work with cities to make the appropriate changes to
urban growth area boundaries and zoning designations when necessary.

Review and update interlocal agreements with each city, as necessary, to address:
o levels of service within and outside the UGAs
¢ identification of needed improvements and establishment of how they will be funded

¢ development standards within the UGA and review procedures, including wetland and
floodplain protection, for development proposals

e coordination with the county on greenbelt and open space designations

e timing and procedures for review of adequate land supply

e consistency with the Coordinated Water System Plan

e actions specific to each city and identified in the goals and policies for that city.
e extension of water and sewer services within UGAs.

o specific development density requirements within annexation proposals.

e cities should show evidence of meeting their infill goals as identified in their
comprehensive plans.

¢ mitigation agreements for conversion of lands designated on the County
Comprehensive Plan map as Resource Lands, with the exception of depleted Mineral
Resource Lands.
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29.

30.

31.

32.

34.

35.

33.

Adopt interlocal agreements with water and sewer districts by June 1, 2011 to assure
service to county unincorporated urban growth areas and limit urban levels of service
outside Short Term Planning Areas.

Work with the Sudden Valley Community Association to implement the density reduction
program.

Establish on-going communications link with Whatcom County Water District 13,

Evergreen Water and Sewer District 19, and Paradise—Lakes—andPeaceful\alley

Community Associations to work towards mutually beneficial infrastructure solutions
including combined services_in the Columbia Valley UGA.

Develop a mechanism for addressing neighborhood parks in Bellingham's Urban Growth
Area when development occurs prior to annexation. Use the Urban Fringe planning
process and the city/county development review process to address neighborhood park
needs in Bellingham’s UGA if development occurs prior to annexation.

Continue to work with Bellingham and Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer District Water
Distriet-10-to protect and manage the Lake Whatcom watershed in accordance with the
1998 jointly adopted interlocal agreement. Focus on continued implementation of the
2000 b-Year Work Plans of the Lake Whatcom Reserveir—Management Program;

. In addition, work with the affected jurisdi'ctions and

secure funding for programs.

Review and modify (as needed) the current development review process for projects in
the Lake Whatcom Watershed to ensure coordination with other jurisdictions.

Establish a provision that prevents density increases from occurring as a result of
provision of sewer in the Rural zone in the Lake Whatcom Watershed.

Open Space

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Review Whatcom County land use and taxation policies to ensure that there are
incentives for landowners to pursue agriculture and forestry open space designations that
implement the Open Space section of this plan.

Develop strategies to encourage utilization of open space designations in order to protect
natural resources, open space, and critical areas.

Develop a strategy to implement the Open Space Corridor map included in this chapter.

Working with landowners, develop a list of priority sites for acquisition or other form of
open space preservation based on criteria from Preserving a Way of Life: A Natural
Heritage Plan for Whatcom County and the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Park
and Recreation Open Space Plan.

Continue to acquire priority sites utilizing the Conservation Futures Levy and other funding
sources. Work with Whatcom County Land Trust and others to facilitate protection of
these designated sites.
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