Whatcom County Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee
18 February 2009
Present: Ellen Barton; Don Ligocki; Jeff Margolis; Scott Thompson; Rich Clearman; Alice Simmons and guests: Rodney Vandersypen, Whatcom County Traffic; Michelle Stiles.
Meeting opened at 5:30 PM.
Minutes from January 21 accepted and approved.
Committee reviewed written comments by the Whatcom County Pulic Works Department of the Draft- Labeled, March 2008, Whatcom County Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan. 
1. Page 4, 2nd paragraph: 2003 instead of 2001. Change agreed as committee formed in 2001 and plan deveoped in 2003.
2. Page 7, 1.3.2, 3rd paragraph: Implement a system to annually count pedestrian and Bicyclist transportation... Committee agreed to change word, annually to periodically.
3. Page 9, 1.4.1, sidewalks 3rd paragraph reads, AASHTO standards recommend a minumum five foot width for sidewalks. In constrained areas, a four foot width is permissible for short stretches. In urban areas and where people walk for social or commercial purposes, sidewalks should be six feet wide or more depending on the peak level of use. Committeed agreed to the following; WSDOT design Mannual and the AASHTO Ped guide state that a sidewalk that is next to the curb would be a minumum of 6 ft wide. If the sidewalk is separated from the curb by a planting strip then the sedewalk can be a munimum of 5 ft wide.
4. Page 13, Level of quality cross section of roads, last sentence reads, The above cross-section sketch shows the recommended elements for a four-lane roadway with... Reducing vehicle lane widths to 10ft. Can be an economical way to add spaces for bike lantes or milti-use shoulders without changing roadway capacity. Committee agreed to replacing the recommended elements with an option and replacing the sentence beginning with Reducing vehicle... with County standards have 11-12 ft lanes therefore these cross sections would be reviewed in conjunction with each road project. Possible water shed or LID (Low Impact Standards) may apply for 10 ft. lane width also.
5. Page 15, under General Guidelines for Urban Sidewalks, 3rd bullet reads Driveways should have a steep entry ramp and... Committee agreed to have sentence read, Driveways should ideally have a steep ramp...
6. Page 15, 4th bullet reads Traffic speeds should be 20mph or below to create a safe walkable environment. Where speeds are higher, buffers... Committee agreed to eliminate 1st sentence as RCW established the minimum speed limit of 20mph and the 2nd sentence was revised to read, Where speeds are 25mph of higher, buffers...
7. Page 16, 2nd paragraph reads, Facilites to serve walking trips in rural areas may include sidewalks... Committee agreed to, replace word may with ideally. Between the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs, the following will be added, Shared use shoulders are not the ideal facility for walking but can be an acceptable alternative when the listed facilities are not feasible.
8. Page 20, the sentence, The networks of paths, bike routes and sidewalks shoulder be designed... Committee agreed to replace the word shoulder for should.
9. Page 21, 1st paragraph add to the list of bullets
· another step that was completed is the Marine Drive project past Locust Avenue
10. Page 21, 2nd set of bullets: County states they have met with the school districts and some of the districts are working on Safe Route to School plans. Committee agreed not to change this set of bullets.
11. Page 21, last paragraph, last sentence reads, The recommendations in this non-motorized plan should form the foundation for prioties for future funding of Whatcom County transportation projects and planning. Committee agreed to, The recommendations in this non-motorized plan should be one of the elements considered when considering future funding of ....
12. Page 22, section 2.3 reads, The map in Appendix 2 shows the network of low-traffic roads that should be designated as shared pedestrian and bicyce facilities. Committee agreed to Low- traffic roads are essentially shared pedestrian and bicycle facilities.
13. Page 23, 1st paragraph reads In the event that motor vehicle trips increase above the 2000 AADT level, construction of bicycling and walking facilities should be evaluated based on the standards and priorities developed through an adopted walking and bicycling Level Of Service criteria. County state this Level of Service criteria will need to be established. This could then be a part of project criteria for design. Committee decided to have Ellen and Rodney work on this section at a later time.
14. Page 23, last paragraph reads, Engineering consultation with the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisroy Committee during the implementation phase is expected to help determine the correct infrastructure to sere the skill level of the bicyclists and the pedestrians in a given corridor. Committee agreed to replace the word implementation with design. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00
Next meeting Wednesday, March 18 @ 5:30, Bellingham Senior Center, 315 Hallect Street.
Submitted by Alice Simmons, BPAC member
