Green Ideas: 

Keeping the green in your lifestyle and wallet 
Technology Recycling
Are you one of those people who have a stack of old electronics in your garage?  Did you put them there because you suspect that they don’t belong in the trash, but you’re not sure what to do with them?

If so, then your suspicions are correct.  Consumer electronics contain a wide range of toxic materials, such as lead, mercury, and cadmium, which end up in our landfills and water supply if thrown in the trash.  
For many years, good recycling options did not exist.  As recently as 2005, over 87% of unwanted US electronics were either land-filled or incinerated.  But there is good news.  Times have changed, and you don’t have to hold on to that equipment anymore.   There are now several locations in Whatcom County that take electronics for recycling, such as:
- Nooksack Valley Disposal

- SSC’s Bellingham Transfer Station
- Safe and Easy Recycling

- RE Lectronics

- Office Depot

Most places currently still charge a small fee to recycle these items.  But for computers and televisions, a new State law will take effect in January 2009 that shifts the cost of recycling to the manufacturers.  This means that households will be able to drop off electronics for free, and the tab will be paid by the manufacturer!
Over time, this may mean that the price of a new computer will go up slightly to help pay for the end-of-life cost.  On the other hand, it also might inspire those companies to incorporate recycled content into their new computers, which would actually save money for all of us over the long term.
Compact Fluorescent Bulbs (CFLs)
While we are on the subject of technology, I want to mention one other item that is very important to recycle: CFLs.  These little bulbs are great for the environment and our wallets, because they use ¼ the energy of a regular bulb, and can last up to ten times as long.  
The catch is that CFLs contain mercury, so they too need to be recycled.  Fortunately, residents can recycle them for free in Whatcom County.  My advice: keep them in a safe place until you have a small stack (maybe in the same spot where your old computer used to sit, before you recycled it!), and then take them to either Whatcom County Disposal of Toxics by the Bellingham Airport, Puget Sound Energy on State St, or your local Home Depot store.
If you have questions or would like more information about recycling these items, feel free to contact me at CReeves@co.whatcom.wa.us.  And I’ll be back in a month with my next tip on green living!

Christina Reeves is the Conservation Resource Analyst for Whatcom County government, where she focuses on helping the government and community “go green” in ways that conserve money, energy, and our precious natural resources.
