
APPLICATION FOR FRANCHISE 
 

 
TO THE WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
  
COMES NOW,  
 
 

and respectfully petitions the Whatcom County Council for a twenty-five (25) year 

franchise to lay, construct, maintain, and repair  

 

and all necessary appurtenances along, over, and across the following roads situated 

in Whatcom County, Washington:   

 

 

The petitioner further requests that the Whatcom County Council fix a time and place 

for a public hearing on the granting of this non-exclusive franchise, and that public 

notice be given, at the expense of the petitioner, as provided by law; and that, at 

said hearing, petitioner be granted the franchise as herein requested. 

 

DATED:  

 

  
Company Name Signature of authorized agent/owner 
 
  
Mailing Address Print or type name 
 
 
City   State        Zip 
 
  
Phone Number 
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WHATCOM COUNTY CODE 

Chapter 12.24 

FRANCHISE REQUIREMENTS 

Sections: 
12.24.011 Authority. 
12.24.021 Application requirements. 
12.24.031 Forward to public works. 
12.24.041 Ordinance. 
12.24.051 Application – Notice of hearing. 
12.24.061 Recording of franchise. 
12.24.070 Submittal of plans and specifications. 
12.24.080 Time limit. 
12.24.090 Surety bonds. 
12.24.100 Inspection. 
12.24.110 Approval of alteration or revision. 
12.24.120 Liability for construction or maintenance. 

12.24.011 Authority. 
This chapter is enacted pursuant to authority contained in Chapter 

36.55 RCW and Whatcom County Charter Section 9.30. (Ord. 2004-
022). 

12.24.021 Application requirements. 
A. Application for franchises on county roads and bridges shall be 

submitted to the Whatcom County council pursuant to RCW 36.55.040. 
B. Every franchise application submitted to the county council shall 

be accompanied by a franchise application fee as set forth in the 
current Whatcom County unified fee schedule. 

C. Every franchise application submitted to the county council must 
also be accompanied by a sketch of the proposed installation. (Ord. 
2004-022). 

12.24.031 Forward to public works. 
Upon receipt of franchise application, application fee, and sketch of 

proposed installation, the clerk of the council shall forward a complete 
copy to the director of Whatcom County public works or the county 
engineer. (Ord. 2004-022; Ord. 93-066 Exh. A; prior code § 4.44.010. 
Formerly 12.24.010). 

12.24.041 Ordinance. 
Whatcom County public works director or the county engineer shall 

prepare an ordinance granting the franchise for consideration by the 
county council. (Ord. 2004-022). 

12.24.051 Application – Notice of hearing. 
The clerk of the council shall schedule a public hearing on the 

ordinance granting the franchise pursuant to RCW 36.55.050. (Ord. 
2004-022). 
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12.24.061 Recording of franchise. 
The Whatcom County council clerk shall cause the franchise to be 

recorded by the county auditor pursuant to RCW 36.55.080. (Ord. 
2004-022). 

12.24.070 Submittal of plans and specifications. 
There shall be submitted to the director of Whatcom County public 

works or the county engineer three copies of the final plans, 
specifications or special provisions of the proposed installation, at the 
time of the granting of a franchise. (Ord. 2004-022; Ord. 93-066 Exh. 
A; prior code § 4.44.020. Formerly 12.24.020). 

12.24.080 Time limit. 
There shall be a time limit imposed upon the construction of any 

facility granted by franchise on any county road or bridge, subject to 
the approval of the county engineer. (Ord. 2004-022; prior code § 
4.44.030. Formerly 12.24.030). 

12.24.090 Surety bonds. 
There shall be a surety bond posted at the time of granting a 

franchise for any facility upon a county road or bridge to ensure 
replacement of any county road or bridge to its original condition and 
shall be in an amount not less than 10 percent of the total estimate of 
the proposed installation and releasable only by the county engineer. 
(Ord. 2004-022; Ord. 93-066 Exh. A; prior code § 4.44.040. Formerly 
12.24.040). 

12.24.100 Inspection. 
There shall be adequate inspection by an inspector approved by the 

county engineer who shall be responsible to the county engineer for all 
construction of any facility upon any county road or bridge. (Ord. 
2004-022; prior code § 4.44.050. Formerly 12.24.050). 

12.24.110 Approval of alteration or revision. 
No alteration or revisions of plans as submitted at the time of 

granting a franchise shall be permitted by a person or persons, or any 
franchise-holder, unless prior approval is requested and submitted to 
the county engineer. (Ord. 2004-022; Ord. 93-066 Exh. A; prior code 
§ 4.44.060. Formerly 12.24.060). 

 

12.24.120 Liability for construction or maintenance. 
The foregoing regulations are not to be construed as relieving the 

franchise holder of any responsibility or liability for the construction, 
reconstruction, or maintenance of such facilities as the franchise may 
grant. (Ord. 2004-022; prior code § 4.44.070. Formerly 12.24.070). 
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