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appellants to present their important points.  Those settlement discussions occur on the 
record with the public.  There is no backroom wheeling and dealing.  Once the Council crafts 
an ordinance, it will go through a public process also.  The process will be very inclusive.  A 
meeting of the attorneys doesn’t constitute a settlement meeting. 

 
Nelson stated it would be helpful if the councilmembers are notified of these 

meetings and their agenda.  He didn’t know about it until after the fact.   
 
Crawford stated the attorneys requested some time with Karen Frakes, who informed 

him and Ms. Craven.  They agreed to sit down and listen to what the attorneys had to say.  
No one from the Council said anything in those meetings that offered anything.  The 
attorneys wanted to talk about the legal framework for settlement, but it wasn’t a  
negotiation. 

 
3. APPOINTMENT TO FILL A WHATCOM COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

DISTRICT 2 VACANCY (PARTIAL TERM ENDING 12/31/2012) – APPLICANTS 
NOMINATED AT THE FEBRUARY 23, 2010, COUNCIL MEETING ARE: 
RICHARD BANEL, DONALD KNUTZEN, MARY KAY ROBINSON, MARY BETH 
TEIGROB, SCOTT THOMPSON, AND TERRY SHILEY (AB2010-053)  

 
Crawford stated the Council made nominations at its previous meeting. 
 
Knutzen voted for Mary Beth Teigrob. 
 
Kershner voted for Teigrob. 
 
Nelson voted for Mary Kay Robinson. 
 
Mann voted for Scott Thompson. 
 
Crawford voted for Teigrob. 
 
Weimer voted for Thompson. 
 
Brenner voted for Richard Banel. 
 
Nelson moved to take another vote for the top two vote-getters, Teigrob and 

Thompson. 
 
The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Nelson, Crawford, Brenner, Weimer, Knutzen, Mann and Kershner (7) 
Nays: None (0) 
 
Knutzen voted for Teigrob. 
 
Kershner voted for Teigrob. 
 
Nelson voted for Teigrob. 
 
Mann voted for Thompson. 
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Crawford voted for Teigrob. 
 
Weimer voted for Thompson. 
 
Brenner voted for Thompson. 
 
The Council appointed Mary Beth Teigrob. 
 

4. CONFIRMATION OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S APPOINTMENT OF JOHN 
STEENSMA TO THE PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS OVERSIGHT 
COMMITTEE (AB2010-139) 
 
Mann moved to confirm the appointment. 
 
The motion carried by the following vote: 9:36:39 PM 
Ayes: Nelson, Crawford, Brenner, Weimer, Knutzen, Mann and Kershner (7) 
Nays: None (0) 

 
5. REPORT ON PROCUREMENT ACTIVITIES AND EXPENSES INCURRED UNDER 

AUTHORITY OF THREE (3) PROCLAMATIONS OF EMERGENCY (WRITTEN 
REPORT ONLY) (AB2010-140) 9:36:53 PM  
 
Nelson moved to accept the report. 
 
The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Nelson, Crawford, Brenner, Weimer, Knutzen, Mann and Kershner (7) 
Nays: None (0) 

 
6. RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM’S GOOGLE FIBER FOR 

COMMUNITIES SUBMITTAL (AB2010-144) 9:38:58 PM  
 
Mann reported on the project and moved to approve the revised resolution.  If 

Google invests in the City, it would be an awesome opportunity for the City.  The future is 
going to be high speed internet.  Everything will happen digitally at high speed.  If Google 
invests in the community in 2010, it can set the stage for job growth and economic 
development for a very long time.  Bellingham is part of Whatcom County.  Support this 
effort. 

 
Nelson stated this is an example of a private-public partnerships that make sense.  

He supports the resolution.  He is concerned about any potential costs to the community.  
Also, the federal government is trying to get high speed internet access across the nation 
for these same reasons.  Unfortunately, they want to put about $60 billion into it.  By the 
time it is done, there will be new technology. 

 
Crawford stated the federal project is to provide broadband access to all parts of the 

country.  Google proposes to increase the broadband network speed by 100 times. 
 
The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Nelson, Crawford, Brenner, Weimer, Knutzen, Mann and Kershner (7) 
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Nays: None (0) 
 
7. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO AN 

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND 
WASHINGTON STATE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION FOR 
REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS RELATED TO FEMA PROJECT ON CLEATOR 
ROAD (LARRABEE STATE PARK), IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF 
$106,440 (AB2010-146) 9:43:07 PM  
 
Nelson moved to approve the agreement. 
 
Brenner asked if there are any strings attached. 
 
Frank Abart, Public Works Department Director, these are not County roads, so the 

County doesn’t maintain them.  They are asking for assistance to do their Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)-related repairs on their roads.  There are no 
strings attached. 

 
The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Nelson, Crawford, Brenner, Weimer, Knutzen, Mann and Kershner (7) 
Nays: None (0) 

 
8. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO ENTER INTO AN 

INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT BETWEEN WHATCOM COUNTY AND 
WASHINGTON STATE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION FOR 
REIMBURSEMENT OF COSTS RELATED TO FEMA PROJECT ON CLEATOR ROAD 
(LARRABEE STATE PARK), IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $69,232.80 
(AB2010-147) 9:45:59 PM  
 
Nelson moved to approve the request. 
 
The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Nelson, Crawford, Brenner, Weimer, Knutzen, Mann and Kershner (7) 
Nays: None (0) 
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INTRODUCTION ITEMS  9:46:31 PM  
 
Mann moved to accept the Introduction Items. 
 
The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Nelson, Crawford, Brenner, Weimer, Knutzen, Mann and Kershner (7) 
Nays: None (0) 

 
1. RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE WHATCOM COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE SOLID & 

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN (AB2010-141)  
 
2. RESOLUTION VACATING A PORTION OF PORTAL WAY (AB2009-406A)  
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3. ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2010 WHATCOM COUNTY BUDGET, EIGHTH 
REQUEST, IN THE AMOUNT OF $462,943 (AB2010-142) 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mann asked what happened to the discussion about limited areas of more intense 

rural development (LAMIRDS).   
 
David Stalheim, Planning and Development Services Department Director, stated 

they are ready to go when they get the Council go-ahead.  He suggests two Committee of 
the Whole meetings of two hours apiece to review the Planning Commission 
recommendations and statute, then have a public hearing on the Planning Commission 
recommendation, and then start working on any alternatives.  Staff is ready to go. 

 
Crawford stated community members are advocating for a two-year extension of plat 

approval on vesting plat applications.  They need to put together an ordinance.  Stalheim 
stated the LAMIRD discussion is complicated, and will take the Council’s attention for a block 
of time, with no other items on the agenda.  He recommends getting the councilmembers 
up to speed at these two meetings, so they have background when the public comes 
forward to speak.   

 
Mann stated all councilmembers should attend those two meetings. 
 
Brenner stated schedule those two meetings as special Committee of the Whole 

meetings, not on regular Council meeting days. 
 
Crawford stated he doesn’t agree.  Schedule it in a regular Planning Committee 

meeting.   
 
Knutzen asked if these meetings should be scheduled before or after the UGA 

settlement meetings.  Stalheim stated schedule it after that settlement meetings.  Be able 
to focus solely on the LAMIRDs.   
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REPORTS AND OTHER ITEMS FROM COUNCILMEMBERS  9:55:12 PM  
 
Knutzen stated he and Councilmember Mann participated in Operation Homeless 

Connect.  It was very well-run and gave him a new appreciation of the homeless in the 
community.  It’s alarming how many are recently homeless or just hanging on.  The 
community is hurting.  Anything they do to help is good. 

 
Kershner stated she attended the Bellingham International Airport Advisory 

Committee.  The airport will be closed September 1 through September 21 for runway 
expansion.  Also, she is a member of the Community Development and Advisory Board for 
the City of Bellingham.  They distribute federal funding to community organizations and will 
look at the potential duplication of efforts and funding gaps amongst all the incoming funds.    

 
 

50 ADJOURN   
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The meeting adjourned at 9:57:55 p.m. 2 
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______________________________ 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 
 

The Council approved these minutes on ______________, 2010. 
 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Sam Crawford, Council Chair 






































