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Fleetwood opened the public hearing on the Bridgeview Ventures application, and the 
following person spoke: 

 
Fred Wagner, Bridgeview Ventures, stated the site is urban and adjacent to critical 

habitat.  Development is currently restricted, but conditions can be amended or changed 
through a public process.  It’s also restricted by the City’s wetland ordinance.  They have no 
place to do anything with this property, and it’s better served to be in the public realm.  
There is a deer trail through the property.  The property is one-quarter of the entire site, 
with an assessment of approximately $70,000. 

 
Hearing no one else, Fleetwood closed the public hearing. 
 
Weimer moved to approve the recommendation regarding the Bridgeview 

Ventures, LLC application.  He asked if any of it is jurisdiction of the City’s shoreline master 
plan.  He asked the criteria for being able to apply for this designation. 

 
Fleetwood stated a potential trail linkage is a huge public benefit.   
 
Nelson stated he disagrees.  The trail already exists.  Trail access exists.  Wahl 

stated the trail is on the opposite side of the creek.  This would be another trail.  It would go 
along the north side of the creek, and tie together the businesses along that area.  If there 
were access, there would be access to a place where one could cross the creek.  This access 
would be closest to the Fairhaven business district. 

 
Nelson stated he’s concerned about a trend of putting required buffers in open 

space.  Restrictions could change, but the owner could also remove the property from the 
open space designation.  There’s no reason to change the taxation level. 

 
The motion failed by the following vote: 
Ayes: Fleetwood (1) 
Nays:  Weimer and Nelson (2) 
 
Fleetwood opened the public hearing on the Nelson application and the following 

person spoke: 
 
Jeff Nelson, owner, stated the easement would be available for a minimum of 15 

years.   
 
Crawford asked why they should provide yet more access to an already-developed 

trail system.  Wahl stated this is to provide a trail to the loop around the developed trail.  
It’s a different approach to Chuckanut Mountain.   

 
Nelson moved to approve the recommendation regarding the Nelson application.  

It’s more appropriate for the urban area. 
 
Fleetwood asked how far into the property will the public access trail go.  Wahl 

stated there will be public access just along the Nelson south boundary.  The buffer is very 
valuable.  There isn’t a view of the entire property.  The value is to the south side of the 
property. 
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Fleetwood stated he would like to see a trail to the portion of the field property 
surrounded by trees at the northwest corner of the property.  Jeff Nelson stated he will 
provide access to the field and around the pond. 
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Wahl stated this arrangement is a good deal for the public for 15 years.  However, 

the public is not going to invest sums of money in temporary access arrangements.  That’s 
what happened also at Clark’s Point.  The City can’t spend money on private property.  
These big ideas about public access are good, but there isn’t a mechanism to support 
investment of public funds in these properties without a perpetual arrangement. 

 
The motion carried by the following vote: 
Ayes: Weimer, Fleetwood, and Nelson (3) 
Nays:  None (0) 
 
Weimer suggested a staff update on the process and tax implication of these 

applications in the first quarter of 2010. 
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The meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 

 
 
______________________________ 
Jill Nixon, Minutes Transcription 
 

The Council approved these minutes on ______________, 2010. 
 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Seth Fleetwood, Council Chair 
































































