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ORDINANCE NO. _2010-025

LIMITING TOTAL ANNUAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTY TAX INCREASES,
INCLUDING THE USE OF BANKED CAPACITY, TO 1% PER YEAR UNLESS A NON-
BINDING ADVISORY BALLOT MEASURE WITH ANY PROPOSED ADDITIONAL
INCREASES IS PLACED BEFORE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS

WHEREAS, excessive increases in real estate property taxes have the potential to
impose undue financial hardships on many Whatcom County residents; and

WHEREAS, the safety and economic well being of the people of Whatcom County
are of paramount concern to the Whatcom County Council; and

WHEREAS, wages and total household incomes in Whatcom County consistently lag
the Washington State average; and

WHEREAS, in 2008 the Whatcom County Council serving in its capacity as the
Whatcom County Flood Control Zone District Board of Supervisors increased district
property taxes by more than 30% beginning in 2009; and

WHEREAS, the 2011 banked property tax capacity in the county general fund could
increase the amount of burden on the taxpayer by 9% or more; and

WHEREAS, the 2011 banked property tax capacity for the County Conservation
Futures fund could increase the amount of burden on the taxpayer by over 7% or more;
and

WHEREAS, the 2011 banked property tax capacity for the County Roads fund could
increase the amount of burden on the taxpayer by over 8% or more; and

WHEREAS, while Washington State law -authorizes the County Council in certain
instances to increase property taxes without a vote of the people, the County Council
recoghizes that the will of the people shall be considered before property taxes are levied or
increased.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ESTABLISHED, by the Whatcom
County Council, that the levy of real-property taxes for County Council-controlled funds,
including but not limited to the County General Fund and its subsidiary funds, the County
Road Fund, and the County Conservation Futures Fund, shall be limited in their respective
increases each year to a maximum amount equal to the previous year’s tax levy plus one
percent, along with an increase for the previous year’'s addition of new construction, and
improvements to property and any of the previous year’s increase in the value of state-
assessed property; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any proposed tax levy increase to provide
revenue for a future County budget year cycle, beyond the amount specified by this locally-
imposed limitation, shall be put to a non-binding advisory vote of the people of Whatcom
County by means of a ballot measure to be voted upon in a Countywide November General
Election.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this ballot measure shall be proposed by the
Whatcom County Council to the Whatcom County Auditor no later than July 1 of the year
preceding the year of the proposed levy increase; and
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the capacity to increase these levies beyond this
one percent limitation through accumulation or "banked capacity" as allowed by Washington
state law shall be implemented in current or future assessments only after the non-binding
advisory vote of the people of Whatcom County by means of the previously described ballot
measure process.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this shall also apply to any previously
accumulated or "banked capacity” in any of the aforementioned funds or other County
Council-controlled funds beyond the one percent increase limitation imposed by this
ordinance at the time of its passage; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if the Washington State Legislature changes any
laws affecting levies contained herein, or the ability of the Whatcom County Council to place
additional further local limitations on the raising of such levies, and the Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office concurs, the Whatcom County administration will change such levies
accordingly; and

BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED, that revenue neutral transfers between existing levies
shall be exempt from the provisions of this ordinance.
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