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This is a proposed ordinance to amend the Whatcom County Code to clarify procedures for the “Mini-initiative

%

under WCC 1.08.170 and to change the language of WCC 1.08.090 “Petition - Required number of signatures™ .
so that each conforms to language used in the County Charter.
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SPONSORED BY: Consent

PROPOSED BY: Shirley Forslof

INTRODUCTION DATE: 3/31/09

ORDINANCE NO. 2009-019

CLARIFYING MINI-INITIATIVE LANGUAGE (ELECTIONS)

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Charter, Article 5, and specifically Section 5.41, is the
enabling legislation for initiative procedures, including the “"mini-initiative;”

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Code implements the mini-initiative in WCC Sections
1.08.160-1.08.190;

WHEREAS, differences between the language of the Charter and the Code make the
procedures for the mini-initiative somewhat difficult to understand;

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Auditor has recommended clarifying the language so
that citizens can better understand the mini-initiative process;

WHEREAS, Whatcom County Code section 1.08.090 calculates required initiative and
referendum signatures based upon the last gubernatorial election in conflict with the more

authoritative Whatcom County Charter Section 5.40, which requires signatures based upon the
last general election.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that

Whatcom County Code sections 1.08.170 and 1.08.090 are hereby amended as shown in
the exhibit attached to this ordinance.
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1.08.170 Mini-initiative — Requirements.

A. Any legal voter or organization of legal voters of Whatcom County may file a mini-
initiative proposal with the County Auditor, who within five (5) days, excluding
Saturday, Sunday and holidays, shall confer with the petitioner to review the proposal as
to form and style. The Auditor shall give the proposed mini-initiative a number, which
shall thereafter be the identifying number for the mini-initiative. The Auditor shall then
transmit a copy of the proposal to the petitioner who has one hundred and twenty (120)
days to collect the signatures of registered voters of the county equal in number to not
less than three (3) percent of the number of votes cast in the county in the last
gubernatorial election. The one hundred and twenty (120 ) day period shall begin upon
receipt of official notification to petitioner(s) by the Auditor's Office either by certified
mail or messenger.

B. The auditor shall verify the sufficiency of the signatures within 60 days.

C. Initiative petitions must bear the signatures of qualified voters equal in number to not
less than three percent of the number of votes cast in the county in the last gubernatorial
election. (Ord. 80-22 § 5; Ord. 79-31 § 3.1).

1.08.090 Petition — Required number of signatures.

Following expiration of the 10-day period referred to in WCC 1.08.070, the petitioner
shall have 120 days to collect signatures of the registered voters of the county equal in
number to not less than 15 percent of the number of votes cast in the county in the last
general election. Each petition shall contain the full text of the proposed measure,
ordinance, or amendment to an ordinance, and the ballot title. (Ord. 79-31 § 2.6).



