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At the January 22, 2008 Surface Water Work Session, Councilors requested a resolution reflecting the sense of
the Council regarding the water resources data base, analysis tool and principles for implementation developed
during Phase 1 of the Water Resources Integration Project.
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PROPOSED BY: _ Consent

SPONSORED BY: Public Works
INTRODUCED:___2/12/2008

RESOLUTION NO. _2008-009

Integrated Water Resources Management.

WHEREAS, water resources support nearly every aspect of human and environmental
function in Whatcom County; and

WHEREAS, the 1999 Whatcom County Comprehensive Water Resource Plan and various
local, state and federal laws provide a framework for protecting and improving the state of
the region’s water resources; and

WHEREAS, many hours of community and County time continue to be devoted to water
resources planning and management; and

WHEREAS, Whatcom County must now meet the challenge of implementing the multitude of
programs, plans and capital projects (hereafter, investments) that stem from the last
decade of intensive water resource planning; and

WHEREAS, for the purposes of this resolution water resources means all surface waters and
ground waters of Whatcom County, including, but not limited to, marine, estuarine, riverine,
lacustrine and ground waters, and associated shorelines and riparian areas, that contribute
to the physical, economic, social and aesthetic well being of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, in May, 2007, the County Executive and County Council initiated an intensive
effort, known as the Comprehensive Water Resources Integration Project, to organize,
prioritize and integrate water resource-related activities in Whatcom County for the purpose
of improving internal coordination and control of Whatcom County’s water resource
investments; and,

WHEREAS, the project has developed a database of county water resource investments and
an evaluation tool for making standardized, transparent, objective comparisons of
investments and proposed investments of the same type;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that all water resource investments of Whatcom County
shall be subjected to a standardized, transparent and objective process for prioritization
against other investments of the same class as generally described in Exhibit A; that such a
prioritization shall be the basis for establishing work programs, funding levels and budgets
for the various Departments; and that the process shall be administered according to the
principles of Adaptive Resource Management.
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Carl Weimer, Council Chair
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