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SPONSORED BY: _Consent
PROPOSED BY: _Planning

INTRODUCTION DATE: _7/24/07

ORDINANCE NO. 2007-051

ADOPTING AN INTERIM ORDINANCE FOR THE UR & URM ZONING DISTRICTS IN THE
BELLINGHAM URBAN GROWTH AREA RELATING TO DENSITY, LOT CLUSTERING AND
RESERVE TRACTS

WHEREAS, Proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and to the UR and URM
zoning districts relating to lot clustering and reserve tracts, which is part of the 2006 batch of
comprehensive plan amendments (AB# 2008-406), do not apply to the Bellingham Urban Growth
Area; and

WHEREAS, The update to the Bellingham Subarea Plan has not yet been adopted; and

WHEREAS, An interim ordinance is necessary to implement regulations relating to density,
clustering, and reserve tracts within Bellingham’s Urban Growth Area until the Bellingham Urban
Fringe Subarea Plan has been adopted; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70.795 requires the adoption of findings of fact which justify
Council action; therefore, the Council makes the following findings of fact:

1. The Urban Residential (UR) and Urban Residential Medium Density (URM) zoning districts
in the Bellingham Urban Growth Area will not have implementing regulations relating to
density, clustering and reserve tracts without an interim ordinance.

2. The interim ordinance would be consistent with the Whatcom County Planning
Commission’s recommendations to amend the UR and URM zoning districts to require that,
if the site is in a long term planning area or does not have public water & sewer, minimum lot
size for clustered lots will be reduced, a maximuim size for clustered lots will be imposed, lots
will be located in a single cluster, the reserve tract will be unbuildable for residential uses
(until rezoned and public water & sewer are available) and, when the reserve tract is
developed, wells, sewage disposal systems and associated easements located on the
reserve tract will be abandoned and the clustered lots will hook-up to public water and
sewer.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that an interim
ordinance be adopted to apply to WCC 20.20.252 and 20.22.252 to the UR and URM zoning
districts in the Bellingham Urban Growth Area as shown on Exhibit A.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council, pursuant to RCW
36.70.795, that this amendment shall be effective for not longer than six months following the
effective date of this ordinance, or until the Bellingham Urban Fringe Subarea Plan and
implementing regulations become effective.

ADOPTED this 25th day of _September , 2007.

Page 1



iy,
S -d. €0y, WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL
ATTIERR N (G WATE 2, WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON

o

Daga Bf ﬁr Danie .‘0 . Carl Weimer, Council Chair

ClerF;.of e CEIMSD

B
-.. ..

Il’ 1y, " " \\\

iy || w / .
APPROVED as 16 form (¥YApproved () Denied

2

Pete Kremen, County Executive

Civit Deputy Prosecutor

Date: g -28-077
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EXHIBIT A20.20.252 Maximum density, minimum lot size and maximum lot size within

an urban growth area.

Min. Reserve
District Densi Minimum Lot Size Maximum Lot | Area (Cluster
c ity Size Subdivisions)
Conventional Cluster Cluster Lots
Maximum gross N/A®
UR: all densities without density: 1
public sewer and water dweliing unit/S 12,500 sq. ft. 122,000 sq. ft. |N/A
acres
Maximum gross N/A* N/A
UR: all densities outside density: 1
short-term planning areas  |dwelling unit/5 12,500 sq. ft. 22,000 5q. ft
acres
Maximum gross
_ - . . L N/A* N/A
UR: all densities with public |densify: 1
sewer or water dwelling unit/s 12,500 sq. ft. 122,000 sq. ft.
acres
UR-3: in short-term planning .
areas, with public sewer and (I;ﬂeanxslli?ygrg gross
water, and stormwater dwellin. units/1 12,000 sq. ft. 8,000 sq.ft. |N/A 25%
collection and detention acre 9 -
facilities
Maximum gross
density; 4
UR-4: in short-term planning |dwelling units/1
areas with public sewer and |acre;
water, and stormwater 8,000 sq. ft. 6,000 sq.ft. |N/A 20%
collection and detention Minimum net
facilities density: 4
dwelling units/1
acre™*
Maximum gross
density: 6
UR-6: in short-term planning |dwelling units/1
areas with public sewer and |acre;
water, and stormwater 5,500 sq. ft. 4,000 sq. ft. [N/A 20%
collection and detention Minimum net
facilities density: 6
dwelling units/1
acre™*

* For the purpose of

administering the lot consclidation provisions of WCC 20.83.070, the
conventional minimum lot size shall be 5 acres.

*** Minimum density shall be calculated as net density, after deducting the areas restricted from

development by critical area regulations and infrastructure requirements.
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20.22.252 Maximum/minimum density and minimum lot size - General.

Maximum
Lot Size Mini
Minimum Lot |Minimum Lot inimum
1) Gross Si Si Reserve
District Density 1ze - 1ze — Area (Cluster
Conventional Cluster N
Divisions)
Clustered
Lots
Maximum
. . . density: *
guRch 2252?21233“1 v:ttehrout 1 d welling N/A 12,500 sq. ft. 22.000 N/A
unit/ sq. ft.
5 acres
Maximum
URM: all densities outside ??jrl:letﬁ;ng N/A* 12,500 sq. ft. N/A
short-term planning areas unit 22,000
5 acres sq. ft.
Maximum
. L . . |density: *
o all densites with public | 1"y eling  [NA 12,500 sq. ft. [22,000 |VA
unit/ sq. ft.
5 acres
URM-6: with public sewer and [Maximum
water, and stormwater density:
collection and detention 6 dwelling 7,200sq. 1t |N/A N/A NIA
facilities units/acre
URM-12: with public sewer |Maximum
and water, and stormwater  |density:
collection and detention 12 dwelling | 200 - Tt [N/A na VA
facilities units/acre
URM-18: with public sewer |Maximum
and water, and stormwater density:
collection and detention 18 dweling | 200 sq. Tt IN/A N/A N/A
facilities units/acre
URM-24: with public sewer M'”"T‘”T“ net
density: 10
and water, stormwater )
. : dwelling
collection and detention .
facilities and transferable units/acre.
. Maximum N/A N/A N/A
development rights pursuant o
- density: 24 N/A
to the provisions of dwellin
Chapter 20.89 WCC and it/ S s
subsection (4) of this section. acre 9

* For the purpose of administering the lot consolidation provisions of WCC 20.83.070,
the conventional minimum lot size shall be 5 acres.
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