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RESOLUTION NO_2006-028
SUPPORT OF PROTECTING LAKE WHATCOM
WHEREAS, Lake Whatcom is the drinking water supply for over half of the County's
residents; and

WHEREAS, Whatcom County, City of Bellingham and Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer
District jointly manage the Lake Whatcom Watershed through the adoption of the Lake Whatcom
Management Program; and

WHEREAS, the Lake Whatcom Management Program identifies “Stormwater Management”
as a high priority; and

WHEREAS, federal mandates of the Clean Water Act reguire the County to be in
compliance with Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and Phase 1l Stomwater requirements; and

WHEREAS, the County recognizes the need to manage stormwater in urbanizing areas of
the Lake Whatcom Watershed; and

WHEREAS, the Geneva and Cable Street areas of the Lake Whatcom watershed are
located near water supply intakes; and

WHEREAS, the County desires to intercept and treat urban stormwater prior to its
introduction into Lake Whatcom; and

WHEREAS, the County intends to construct stormwater facilities throughout the Lake
Whatcom Watershed; and

WHEREAS, federal, state and local funding will be needed to construct the stormwater
facilities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Whatcom County Council strongly supports
the efforts of the County Executive and his request for a congressionally designated appropriation to
allow the continuation of this very successful project.
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ACTIONS TAKEN TO REDUCE STORM
WATER IMPACTS TO LAKE WHATCOM

1) Whatcom County has used conservation futures funding and other funds leveraged with
the conservation futures fund to obtain approximately 600 acres within the watershed.

2) Whatcom County implemented a new zoning ordinance for Lake Whatcom watershed
that has reduced potential density around may parts of the lake from urban and suburban
levels to rural density. The zoning change reduced the potential number of homes around
the lake by approximately 3,000 homes. The purpose of this zoning change was to reduce
storm water impacts on the Lake.

3) Whatcom County has implemented new land clearing and development standards that
will protect water quality. These standards include seasonal restrictions (September through
April), native vegetation preservation, impervious surface limitations such that only 10% of
the lot can be impervious in rural zoning and in the remaining urban lots the impervious
area is limited to 2,500 square feet, and storm water controls on all developed property as
well as a variety of other land use restrictions within the watershed.

4) The County in conjunction with the Sudden Valley Community Association has nearly
completed a lot reduction program that will remove 1,400 vested lots within the Sudden
Valley area of the lake from development. This will reduce the build out of Sudden Valley
by 30%.

5) The County has and continues to support a wide variety of educational efforts for
residences and users of the watershed. All trails maintain mutt mitts for removing dog
waste, boat kits are provided to all boaters, and integrated pest management classes are
provided for residences.

6) The County has passed a phosphate fertilizer ban within the Lake Whatcom watershed to
reduce the amount of phosphorus entering the lake.

7) The County has passed a restriction on the types of motor boat engines allowed on the
Lake. Standard 2-stroke carburetor engines will be banned from the use on the Lake.

8) The County supported the implementation of the Lake Whatcom Landscape Plan. The
Landscape Plan prescribes how Washington State Department of Natural Resource
forestlands are managed in order to protect water quality. The landscape plan as
implemented will reduce the amount of timber harvest the County receives from those
lands.

9) The County has set up and has successfully started transferring development rights out of
the watershed. We anticipate that this program will be expanded.



