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RESOLUTION NO._2006-026
SUPPORT OF WHATCOM COUNTY RAPID BORDER PROSECUTION INITIATIVE

WHEREAS, Whatcom County is an intemnational border community that has five ports of
entry, including the Peace Arch Port of Entry in Blaine, which is one of the busiest points of entry in
the United States; and

WHEREAS, Interstate 5 begins on the United States/Mexican Border and passes directly
through Whatcom County ending its northern terminus at the United States/Canadian Border; and

WHEREAS, the impact on the ciiminal justice system from border related crime, captured
fugitives, drug trafficking and crimes committed by persons refused entry into Canadaiis at the heart
of the law and justice process; and

WHEREAS, during 2005 and into 2006 the Rapid Border Prosecution Project has been
implemented to move so called “fast track offenders” through the criminal justice system in a more
rapid fashion, thus freeing up resources to deal with day to day [ocal issues and find efficiencies in
dealing with the impact of border related crime by the transitory population which severely impacts
an already backlogged law and justice system; and

WHEREAS, the “Fast Track” program was implemented on July 1, 2005 and has resulted in
an average of 64% of guilty please on cases selected for "Fast Track” within two weeks from the
date of arraignment; and

WHEREAS, this program has reduced the overall time for all cases to move through the
Prosecutor's Office from 217 days to 197 days and has also reduced the average time from
charging to sentencing on felony cases from 217 days to 37 days when “Fast Track” is used.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Whatcom County Council strongly supports
the efforts of the County Executive and his request for a congressionally designated appropriation to
allow the continuation of this successful program.

APPREUER this 14 dayof  March , 2008.
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