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Emergency Ordinance to amend Shoreline regs.

PROPOSED BY: Barbara Brenner
Laurie Caskey-Schreiber

Dan McShane
SPONSORED BY: Consent

INTRODUCED: December 7, 2004

ORDINANCE NO, _ 2004-070

EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY SHORELINE
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, SECTION 23.100.20.57, AQUACULTURE
REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, on August 13, 2002, the Whatcom County Council approved
Resolution 2002-036 supporting a moratorium on commercial marine salmon net pens;
and

WHEREAS, residents of Whatcom County have made significant sacrifices and
forgone harvest opportunity and restrictions on land and water use; and

WHEREAS, residents have volunteered considerable time, money, and resources
to the restoration of native salmon runs; and

WHEREAS, various economic sectors in Whatcom County such as recreational
and tourism businesses, the fishing industry, and fisheries depend on healthy wild fish
populations; and

WHEREAS, scientific evidence indicates marine net pens degrade the marine
environment through impacts to water quality, sediment quality, and the health of
benthic and pelagic organisms; and

WHEREAS, the goals of federal, state, and local salmon recovery efforts are
jeopardized by the negative impacts of commercial marine salmon net pens; and

WHEREAS, currently there are no commercial marine salmon net pens operating
in Whatcom County and precautionary approaches to marine habitat protection are in
the county’s best interest; and

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Charter limits an emergency ordinance to a
period not to exceed 60 days from the effective date of adoption; and

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council is required to hold a public hearing on
this issue within 60 days of the adoption of this ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council finds the emergency moratorium

imposed by this ordinance is necessary for the protection of public health, safety,
property, or peace; and

Page 1






