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ORDINANCE NO. 2004-068
ADOPTION OF ONE-TENTH OF ONE-PERCENT SALES AND USE TAX
FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING JAILS

WHEREAS, RCW 82.14.350 allows a county legislative authority in a county with a
population of less than one million to submit a proposition to the county voters to authorize
the imposition of a sales and use tax of one-tenth of one-percent for the purpose of funding
jails; and

WHEREAS, this proposition was placed before the voters of Whatcom County on
November 2, 2004 and was approved by a majority of the voters; and

WHEREAS, moneys received from any tax imposed under this section shall be used
solely for the purpose of providing funds for costs associated with financing, designing,
acquiring, constructing, equipping, operating, maintaining, remodeling, repairing, re-
equipping, and improving jails; and

WHEREAS, the tax authorized in this section shall be in addition to any other taxes
authorized by law and shall be collected from those persons who are taxable by the state
under chapters 82.08 and 82.12 RCW upon the occurrence of any taxable event within the
county. The rate of tax shall equal one-tenth of one percent of the selling price in the case
of a sales tax, or value of the article used, in the case of a use tax;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that an
additional sales and use tax in the amount of one tenth of one percent be imposed, levied
and collected on the occurrence of any taxable event, as more fully set forth in Attachment
A which is hereby adopted; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that a new fund
be hereby established, entitled the Whatcom County Jail Fund. The fund shall be used
for the deposit of, among other money, revenue received from the imposition of the tax
authorized hereby, and as the source of funds disbursed for costs associated with
financing, designing, acquiring, constructing, equipping, operating, maintaining,
remodeling, repairing, reequipping, and improving jail facilities. This fund shall be
administered by the Whatcom County Executive.

ADOPTED this 7th _ day of December | 2004,
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