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RESOLUTION NO. __ 99-014

MAINTAINING CURRENT LEVEL OF STATE
- FUNDING FOR MENTAL HEALTH CARE

WHZEREAS, mental health disorders can be .very effectively treated; and

WHEREAS, the prevention and treatment of mental health disorders can be realized in
savings to productivity and reduction in criminal justice; and

WHEREAS, the number of people served within our region has increased over the past five
years by 57%, yet, our region’s use of the state hospital has remained at 50% of the state average;
and

WHEREAS, the number of mentally ill offenders at both state and local levels has increased
the demand for chemical dependency treatment; and

 WHEREAS other disabled populations are requiring service in mental health facilities; and

. WHEREAS, Governor Locke’s budget proposes a $26.5 million reduction to community
mental health; and

WHEREAS, this reduction includes a 2% cut to mental health regional support networks,
totaling $9.6 million and a $16.9 million decrease related to projected "caseload" reduction in
medicaid eligible population; and

"WHEREAS, if the Governor's reductions are put in place we could see a 43% increase in
caseloads in our region, and, as an unfunded need, this could result in delayed access to services,
limited choices of programs, and possible rationing of care.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Whatcom County Council strongly
urges support of maintaining the current level of funding to avoid unfunded impacts to our local
communities due to the State's commitment in reducing inpatient care.
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that, in addition, the legislature should consider a re-
evaluation of the current funding model for community mental health that is solely based on

medicaid eligibles.

APPROVED this _ 23 day of __March 1999

Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council
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C1v11 Deputy Prosecutor

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL
WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Marlene Dawson, Council Chair



