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CHAPTER 9

TRANSPORTATION
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ROADS

Existing Roads

The 1999 inventory shows a total of 948.3 mlles of maintained County roads ThIS.
~ inventory is shown on Map 11.

. Future Road Needs
The Whatcom County Comprehehsive Plan states that:

A roadway's “level of service" is a measure of how full of traffic it is. It is.the ratio
of the actual volume of traffic to the maximum amount of traffic the road could hold.

Levels of service range from completely unrestricted flow of traffic (level "A*) to stop-
and-go traffic jams (IeveI "F"). Atlevel of service "C" the road is 70% to 80% full.
The flow of traffic is generally stable, though individual users are significantly -
affected by the presence of other vehicles (p. 6-4).

The Comprehensive Plan sets the following levels of service (LOS) for County roads: .

> A volume-to-capacity ratio of 0.75 (LOS of C-minus) during p.m. peak hours for county
arterials and collectors Iocated outside of City Urban Growth Areas. . '

> A volume-to-capacity ratlo of 0.8 (LOS of D) for arterials and collectors wnthln County _
Unincorporated UGAs '

> A volume-to-capacity ratio that offers a reasonable transition for roads Iocated within
City UGAs." :

> A level of service for roads Iocated within cuty urban growth areas conS|stent Wlth those 3 - -

~set by the C|ty

> A level of service for arterials and collectors thatis adequate to accommodate efficient
transit service. _

The level of service for the County roads can be calculated using a “T-Model.” The last
comprehensive run of this model occurred in 1994. The Public Works Department hopes
to run the model again next yearin order to ascertain current and project future levels of
service of County roads. The results of this “T-Model” will assist the, County in planning
road improvements in the future.

While the “T-Model” won't be run again until next year, there is a need to oontinuou'sly plan |

for County road improvements. Whatcom County accomplishes this planning by approving
a Six-Year Comprehensive Road Program each year, as required by RCW 36.81.121.
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Proposed Road Improvement Projects

The County Council adopted the 1999 version of the Six-Year Comprehensnve
Road Program under Resolution No. 99-035. This six-year plan includes three
proposed new road projects and numerous reconstruction pmJects The three
proposed new road projects are:

. v Slater Road Connector (Northwest Dr. to City Limits)
v" Grandview Road/West Pole Road Connector
v" The Whatcom Connector. . . -

While these three possible projects are on the Six-Year Comprehensive Road
- Program, construction is not anticipated within the six-year planning period
(2000-2005). Rather, preliminary englneenng to determine prolect feasibility
.would be completed W|th|n thls time frame. .

Fmancmg for Road lmprovement Pro;ecus

The total cost of the projects, includin'g reconstruction projects, on the Six-Year
Comprehensive Road Program  is $59,102,000. These .costs include
$44,455,000 of County funds, withthe remainder being funded by the State and’
Federal governments. A specific -breakdown of these costs and' revenue
. prOJectlons for road construction are shown in Reso|ut|on 99- 035 '

Interstate 5 -

The |-5 Bellingham to Border project is intended to assess the demands on this

section of roadway and proximate arterial roads, assess local land use plans,

and identify options for improving I-5 infrastructure. These options could include

integrating fechnology and enhancing safety and mobility as areas along this

corridor-generate greater demand for access and mobility. The product, if funded

- with matching grants, will be a long-term access and mobility strategy for the
section of 1-5 from the City of Bellingham to the Canadlan border
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LUMMI FERRY

_' Existing Ferry Facilities

Whatcom County currently has one ferry vessel serving Lummi Island. The ferry tuns
between Lummi Island and Gooseberry Point on a daily basis. The ferry route is shown
on Map 11. _

Future Ferry Needs

The Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan sets a level of service of 513 ferry passenger
trips annually per capita of Lummi Island population. [t is projected that Lummi Island will
have a population of approximately 778 people in the year 2005 (compared to the 1990
census population figure of 620). Based upon this population projection, the ferry would

be expected to make 399,114 trips annually by the year 2005 to meet the level of service -

set by the County.-ln 1998, there were a grand total of 369,133 passenger trips, which
included vehicles, trucks & trailers, bikes, motor cycles, and pedestrians. Therefore, the.
ferry would have to provide approximately 29,981 more passenger trips annually by the
year 2005 to meet the level of service standard set by the Cou nty

Proposed Ferry Improvement Prolects

The Six-Yéar Comprehensive Road Program includes ferry improvements. The current’
version of this six-year plan, which was adopted under Resolution No. 99-035, indicates .
that two proposed improvement projects to the ferry terminal are slated for construction
within the six-year planning period. However, these projects will not increase the capacity-
of the ferry and there are no plans at the current time to enlarge the ferry. Therefore, the

Equipment Rental Division Manager in the Public Works Department who oversees

operation of the ferry, indicated that the only way the level of service standard set by the

~ County.could be maintained over the next six years would be to extend the hours thatthe |

ferry runs.
F,mancmg for Ferry Improvement Projects

There are no ferry improvement projects proposed within the six-year planning period that
would increase the capacity of the ferry. The two projects on the Six-Year Comprehensive .
Road Program, which involve electrical work, piling work, painting, etc., would cost a total
'of $650,000. This includes $220,000 of County funds with the remainder coming from the-
Federal government, as shown on Resolution 99-035.
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* CHAPTER 10

TOTAL COSTS
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TOTAL COSTS

Six-Year Capltal Improvement Program Costs Under the Growth Management Act

-and Comprehenswe Plan, 2000-2005'

Pursuant to responsibilities set forth in the Growth Management Act and. the
Comprehensive Plan, the following projects have been proposed to meet |dentn° ed
needs in the County over the six-year planning period. :

Project Name

2000

2001

2002

| 2003

2004

2005

Total for |
the six year
_period

| Nesset Farm .

100,000

75,000

75,000

30,000

10,000

10,000

$300,000

Dittrich Park.

15,000

15,000

15,000

15,000

12,500

- 27,500

- $100,000

Cherry_ Point
Industrial -
Access

5,000

10,000

10,000

5,000

-$30,000

Bay to Baker

Trail -

125,000

150,000

100,000

100,000

T 25,000 |

$500,000

Chuckanut
Mountain
Trails

- 3,000

3,000 |-

3,000

3,000

3,000

~$15,000

North Lake
Whatcom Trail
Extension

200,000

$200,000

Canyon Lake
Creek
Community
Forest Trail

47,000

~ $47,000

County Health
Center

815,000 |

0

5

0

"$815,000

Northwest
Arnnex
Expansion
(AKA -
Consolidated
Services
Building)

0

100,000

850,000

* 5,000,000

E $5.950,000 '

Totals

985,000

428,000

353,000

1,003,000

5,125,500

% 62,500

$7,957,000

1. . See Six-Year Cqmprehensive Road Program for Road and Ferry Costs
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Slx-Year Capital Improvement Program Costs Under the County: Charter

2000-2005"

Pursuant to responsibilities set forth in Section 6.30 of the County Charter, the County
'Executive's Office has proposed the following projects to meet identified needs in the
County over the six-year planning period.

Project Name

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

Total for -

the six year -
_period.

Minimum Security
Corrections
Facility -

100,000

400,000

5,000,000

$5,500,000

' [Renovations to
- Public Safety
Building

50,000

250,000

~$300,000

Consolidated
Services Building

See

Previous

Page

For

Yearly

Costs? ‘

Renovations to
County Health
Center

See

Previous

- Page

For

.Yeady‘

Costs? |

"Health Center
Parking
Improvements

100,000

~ $100,000

401 Grand Avenue
Parking -
Improvements

2,150,000

$2,150,000| -

South Courthouse
Parking
Improvements

2,150,000

$2,150,000

Complete -
Northwest Annex
Renovations

200,000

$200,000

Convert
Courthouse Boiler
Rooms to Storage

50,000

$50,000

Upgrade Original
Courtrooms in old
Courthouse

100,000

-$100,000

Alterations to

Construct one new |

Courtroom Suite
(5™ floor)

350,000

< $350,000

Public Safety
Building Roof
.| Replacement

150,000

$150,000

Install Earthquake
Protection
Measures at all
Occupied Facilities

50,000

$50,000

Totals

500,000

3,200,000

5,250,000

2,150,000

$11,100,000

1. See Six-Year Comprehensive Road Program for Road and Ferry Costs

2. The Consolidated Services Building and Renovations to County Health Center appear on both the
GMA/Comprehensive Plan-related CIP and the County Charter-related CIP
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| Combining the costs associated with planning responsibilities under the Growth

Grand Total Costs, 2000-2005'

Management Act/Comprehensive Plan and those costs associated with planning under
Section 6.30 of the Charter yields the following grand totals over the S|x-year plannihg

- 36

period.
Project Name 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Total for

‘ the six year

o . T period

GMA/Comp Plan | 985,000 428,000 353,000 1,003,000 | 5,125,500 .| 62,500 | $7,957,000
Related CIP . o
Costs ) ' - : . _
County Charter |.500,000 3,200,000 | 5,250,000 | 2,150,000 (O 0 $11,100,000
Related CIP o - ' ' '
Costs . - o
Grand Totals 1,485,000 | 3,628,000 | 5,603,000 | 3,163,000 | 5,125,500 | 62,500 | $19,057,000
1. See Six-Year Comprehensive Road Program for Road and Ferry Costs
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