WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL AGENDA BILL NO.1996 - 379
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Resolution requesting Whatcom Conservation District develop management program
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Conserve.res 10/22/96 SPONSORED BY: Consent
AB96- 379 | PROPOSED BY: Consent
INTRODUCTION DATE: _10/29/96

RESOLUTION NO. 96-072
REQUESTING THE WHATCOM CONSERVATION DISTRICT DEVELOP AND
ADMINISTER AN ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR
| AGRICULTURAL LANDS '

WHEREAS c_haptérs 16.16.450, Agriculture Restrictions - Wetlands, and 16.16.510,
Agriculture Restrictions - Rivers and Streams, provide for the Conservation District to review and

approve agricultural activity in critical areas; and,

WHEREAS, in their September 12, 1996 ruling, the Western Washington Growth |
Management Hearings Board found that the most recent Critical Areas Ordinance, No. 96-017,

was not in compliance with the Growth Management Act, in part because the agriculture

provisions were not being implemented; and,

WHEREAS on May 14, 1996, the Counfy Council appropriated funds to develop an
approach that allows the Conservation District to administer the agriculture provisions of the

Critical Areas Ordinance; and,

WHEREAS a proposal has been made by staff to have Whatcom County contract with the
Whatcom Conservation District to develop and implement an environmental management

program for agricultural lands; and,

WHEREAS Whatcom County intends to compensate the Whatcom Conservation District

for the development of an environmental management program for agricultural lands.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED. by the Whatcom County Council that:

The Whatcom Conservation District will develdp an environmental management program
for agriculturai lands. The program will have specific goals, objectives, and a specific
strategy for action. Additionally, the program wrll have standards and a specific
administrative proééss for implementing the strategy. Finally, the program will specifically
detail the contractual relationship between the County and Whatcom Conservation District .
with respect to funding, jurisdiction, enforcement, and communication.

“

A draﬁ program proposal shall be delivered to the County .Council no later that April 1,

1997. The draft shall be used as an indication of GMA compliance.

. A final program proposal shall be dellvered to the County Council no later than June 1

1997.

Upon review and approval of the proposal, the County Council shall enter into a
contractual agreement with the Whatcom Conservation District to protect environmentally

sensitive areas on agricultural lands through the administration of the subject proposal.

APPROVED this _ 29 day ofctober1996

WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL

ATTEST: - WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON -
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Ward Nelson Chaﬁ/r

PROVED as to form;
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Civil Deputy Pros. _Atty



