Whatcom County Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee

16 December 2009

Present: 

Members: Jeff Margolis, Don Ligocki, Ellen Barton, Marc Curtis, Scott Thompson, Alice Simmons Guests: Rodney Vandersypen, Whatcom County Public Works; Mike McFarlane, Whatcom County Parks and Recreation and Gary Davis, Whatcom County Planning.

Meeting opened at 5:30 PM.

Discussion:

Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan - Gary Davis discussed the parts of the Whatcom County (WC) Comprehensive Plan that will be updated by December 2011. The sections to be updated include urban growth areas, population allocations and transportation elements. WA State law is followed in finding deficiencies (level of service) and reassessing depends of funding.  Concurrency requirements define level of service ¨for all publically owned roadways”.  WC has to be sure publicly owned roadways meet level of service and has in place what pushes to increase level of service.  BPAC plan provides ideas for policy (implementation) that will fold into one chapter of the CP.  Ideas should include how people and goods should be moved.

Transportation is more than moving goods and people.

A system should consider values such as health outcomes and Place-ness/ or physical context of the system. Overall Policy is “Multi-model”.

The following may be important points to consider; 

· To create region-wide network both on and off road

· Implementation of bicycle and pedestrian networks for transportation throughout Whatcom County. 

· Providing attractive active mobility choices for daily transportation resulting in healthier life

· Providing regionally important connectivity including those outside incorporated areas of the county.

· Pedestrian and bicycle networks are important as components of a multi-modal system that serves everyone.

· Reducing congestion, more efficient use of public tax dollars, reduced public health care expenses, economic vitality, cleaner air and water

· Expanding access options for the 40% of population that does not drive thus promoting social equality

· Promoting Energy Conservation

· Promoting with Education, Encouragement, and Enforcement All designs for new and reconstructed facilities should meet the guidelines of AASHTO, ADA and local ordinances in effect. This will identify types of pedestrians and cyclists.

· Trail networks connecting to sidewalks can be an important step to increase the proportion of walking trips in rural areas.

· Developing bicycle facilities

WC Comprehensive Plan goals: 

· Updates needs to be completed by December 2011. 

· Limit Comprehensive Plan to policy and incorporate the BPAC Plan into the transportation chapter  

· The structure for the Comprehensive Plan has not been determined. 

· Currently WC planning is organizing outreach.

Plan: 

· BPAC Plan will be presented to the County Council Spring 2010.  

· Review the BPAC Plan and determine important points that should be included in the WC Comprehensive Plan transportation chapter. 

· BPAC Plan should be updated regularly.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45

Next meeting Wednesday, January 20 at 5:30

Submitted by Alice Simmons, BPAC member

